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Syna sceptical ahead of Qiristopiw trip 

DAMASCl^ (AFP) — Syria warned Friday it still insisted on a total 
withdrawal from Ac Gofn and was sceptical ahead ol U.S. 
SOTrtary of State Warren Christopher's second peace shuttle in a 
ntonin. ^ Any setoemeni nm based oa the central issue of b 
usc * e ^> «* official in Damascus said. Tbc official, asking not to be 
Mated, charged that Israel had “minimised the U.S. role by reducing 
n to a mere potman delivering tbc Israeli point of view without any 
P*^meot. The Israelis. during Mr. Christopher’s last shuttle 
between Israel and Syria earlier in May. had proposed “security 
\ arrangements before a peace treaty, then a phased withdrawal over a 
yy P^nod." he said. Bui any pea c e deal with Israel depended on a 
fuu wtthdrawal from the Golan Heights. “Syria will not accept 
anything less than a total puUout from the Golan and southern 
Lebanon/* the official newspaper Al Thawra said. The task facing Mr. 
Chruiophcr, who arrived here on Sunday before travelling to Israel, b 
w "tone down tbe Israeli position and ensure the im piemen union of 
U.N. resolutions' on UuxMor-pcace, it added. 
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Israel leaves Gaza and Jericho 27 years after 
occupation; Palestinian police take over 

Jericho gives heroes’ 
welcome to policemen 


Combined agency dispatches 
JERICHO — Palestinian 
police brandishing AK-47 rifles 
triumphantly entered Jericho 
on Friday on the heels of 
Israeli soldiers leaving the 
West Bank for the first time in 
27 years of occupation. 

A convoy of overcrowded 
Land-Rovers and buses 
threaded its way through 
cheering crowds outside the 
town’s police station taking 750 
green-uniformed police to the 
abandoned Israeli military 
headquarters. 

It was the first full transfer of 
power to Palestinians under 
die accord with Israel for li¬ 
mited self-rule in Jericho and 
the Gaza Strip signed in 
Washington last September. 

The Palestinians also took 
control of half the Gaza Strip 
on Friday. 

“As of now, you are the 
commander of the region. I 
wish you good luck,” Israel’s 
central region military com¬ 
mander , General Dan Biran, 
told Palestine Liberation Army 
(PLA) General Hajj Ismail at 
the King Hussein Bridge. 

They shook hands and the 
transfer of power in the first 
autonomous enclave was com¬ 
plete. Twenty-seven years of 
occupation came to an end. 

In Tunis, PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat announced be 
intended to travel to the West 
Bank town in mid-June. 

The Israelis completed their 
pullback ro border checkpoints 
round the 62-square-kilometre 


zone. 

As the generals’ handshake 
lingered, bu*cs carrying about 
400 policemen edged their way 
through the crowds luting the 
road from the bridge over ihe 
River Jordan. 

They were cheered all the 
way by youths shouting “Alla- 
hu Akbar” (God is great). In 
the central square, hundreds 
more awaited. Women ulu¬ 
lated, holding their children up 
to touch the soldiers. 

Bands struck up and youngs¬ 
ters sang and danced. 

The Palestinians had already 
raised the red, green, white 
and black flag over Jericho 
before dawn when official 
buildings and a military base 
were handed over to 60 police 
officers who had slipped in 
overnight and Thursday. 

Only half-a-dozen taxi- 
drivers were awake to witness 
the event. But word spread fast 
and whole families flooded on 
to the streets to hail their 
heroes. 

"The Israeli flag had been 
brought down by the time we 
came in,” said Ahmad Abu 
Saadeh, a newly-arrived 
policemen. “There were no 
more Israeli soldiers left, we 
didn’t shake hands with any of 
them.” 

The Palestinians took over 
the police station, military 
administration buildings, the 
post office, a court house, and 
a nearby synagogue, 

In the 1,400-year-old syna¬ 
gogue three Jewish settlers 


who had slipped past the army 
stood ripping their shirts. 

“It is a religious ritual when 
someone dies. When his father 
dies or his mother dies, a man 
tears his dotbes,” said one of 
the settlers who wore the skull¬ 
cap of a religious Jew. 

“A man who sees his land 
given to his enemies — he also 
tears his clothes." he said. 

Policemeo guarding the 
synagogue said Jews would be 
allowed to pray there. 

Elsewhere in the West 
Bank, Israeli soldiers shot and 
wounded seven Palestinians 
during clashes with stone- 
throwers, hospitals said. A 
knife-wielding Palestinian 
lightly injured a Jewish settler 
at a West Bank junction, Israel 
Radio said. 

The Jericho festivities were 
cut short when a boy was 
accidentally shot dead. 

Am mar Al Shawwa, 9, was 
lolled by a police gun fired by 
his brother. 

The incident prompted 
police to end the celebrations 
at what was until Friday the 
town’s main military headquar¬ 
ters. 

Police commanders tried to 
pay a condolence call to the 
boy’s family, but distraught re¬ 
latives asked them to leave. 

Palestinians said earlier the 
takeover of the army head¬ 
quarters by the newly-arrived 
police meant liberation. 

“This is the very first time 
. we miter these headquarters 
willingly. We were usually tied 



Palestinian policemen waving the Palesti¬ 
nian flag run through Jericho on Friday 
after entering the West Bank town to take 


over security following the withdrawal of 
the Israeli army (AFP photo) 


up and beaten by Israeli sol¬ 
diers here. We feel safe now,” 
resident Mohammad Sai’d, 42. 
said tearfully as be kissed a 
Palestinian policeman. 

A giant Palestinian flag was 
draped along the side of the 
stone building. 

“We only believed things 
were changing when we saw 
it,” said Mohammad Jihad, 27, 
a clothing merchant, said. 

"We are free now,” said 


Minerva Halteh, who runs a 
Jericho fabric store shop with 
her husband. 

Referring to the Israeli 
occupation, she said: “It was 
like this around our neck,” 
making a strangling motion. 

The police had reached 
Jericho waving Palestinian 
flags and AK-47 rifles in the 
air, making the “V” for victory 
sign with their fingers. 

Dozens of Palestinians drove 


alongside the buses, booking 
and chanting pro-PLO slogans 
welcoming the “liberation 
army.” 

Youths jumped on dm bores 
and jeeps, kissing and hugging 
policemen. 

“I am dumbfounded with 
joy. This is a historic moment, 
we have been waiting for this 
for a long time,” a lieutenant 

(Conthmed oa page 5) — 


From Mariam M. Shalrin 
fen Jericho 

THE nearly 500 Palestinian 
policemen entering the West 
Bank town of Jericho received 
a heroes’ welcome by as many 
as 3,000 residents of this oasis' 
town that is to serve as tiie first 
seat of government of an 
autonomous Palestinian admi¬ 
nistration. 

By the early hours of Friday 
morning, Palestinian flags and 
members of the Palestinian 
National Security Forces 
(PNSF) were in place on the 
roof of the infamous Jericho 
police station in the town’s 
ce n tre. It seemed like a mira¬ 
culous change since only six 
hours earlier the Israeli flag 
and soldiers had manned that 
very spot. 

As the police force entered 
Jericho in a convoy of Land 
Rovers, Palestinians danced 
and hugged and kissed PNSF 
members. -Most of the police 
foce will be stationed at what 
is now an abandoned army 
headquarters within the 62 
square-kilometre Jericho area. 

The Israeli anny tried to ban 
reporters from observing the 
signing over ceremony for no 
apparent reason. 

“The Israels don’t like ns, 
they don’t like to see us hap¬ 


py,” said one Jericho resident. 
“They axe afraid it will look 
Hke a victory.” 

Many Palestinians initially 
had trouble recognising the 
PNSF members Friday morn¬ 
ing from the Israeli army men 
because both wear khaki- 
coloured fatigues. The Israelis 
wear wine-red berets, the 
Palestinians wear grass green 
berets. 

Scarved Jericho women 
yodeled and hugged the PNSF 
members and held up their 
children to kiss the men. 

Israeli soldiers patrolled 
most streets of Jericho until 
about 3 a.m. although tech¬ 
nically their duty had already 
ended. Thursday afternoon, as 
more than 1,000 people waited 
in Jericho’s central square, 
Israeli soldiers fired shots in 
the air to disperse them. 

An army curfew was ordered 
around Jericho and no one was 
allowed in or out of the dis¬ 
trict. Journalists were 
threatened with expulsion if 
they did not leave of their own 
free wfll but most hid in offices 
or homes of Jericho residents. 

PNSF members and Jericho 
residents were exhausted after 
days of waiting for the entry of 
the police force. Their entry 

(Coutianed on page 5) 
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Yemen’s armies battle; 
mediators seek ceasefire 


SANAA (Agencies) — Arab 
League officials seeking a ceas¬ 
efire in Yemen’s civil war held 
talks with the government in 
the capital Sanaa on Friday, a 
league official said. 

Speaking in Cairo, the offi¬ 
cial said the mission, led by 
Assistant Secretary-General 
Mohammad Said Al Bereqdar, 
would also meet Yemen’s 
northern leader, President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. 

The mission arrived in Sanaa 
by land from Saudi Arabia 
because of the uncertain state 
of Sanaa airport, a target of 
southern attacks. 

As fighting entered its 10th 
day. north and south continued 
to issue conflicting accounts of 
battlefield successes. 

. The south’s Aden Radio de¬ 
nied that northern forces had 
xaptured the area around the 
town of Dhalea, in a moun¬ 
tainous region 100 kilometres 
north along a main road from 
the southern stronghold of 
Aden. 

The radio said the north was 
still mounting artillery, rocket 
and air attacks on villages in 
the region arid the south was 
*‘waging energetic defensive 
battles." 

A northern military spokes¬ 
man said earlier that northern 
forces had captured the pro¬ 
vince and city of Dhalea. 

Fighting was raging al Anad, 
60 kilometres north of Aden, 
and in Abyan province, east of 
the southern port, the spokes¬ 
man said in a broadcast on 
Sanaa Television. 

He said northern troops des¬ 
troyed 21 Soviet-made T-25 
tanks, captured a number of 
T-62 tanks and shot down a 
southern warplane over 
Abyan. Northern planes 
raided the airport at Ataq, 
capital of the southern oil- 
producing region of Shabwa. 

South Yemen told civilians 
in the north's main cities of 
Sanaa, Huddaidah and Taiz on 
Thursday io move away from 
districts where President Saleh 
and his relatives have homes. 

The warning was issued after 
a Scud missile attack killed 23 
people in a residential area of 
Sanaa only 200 metres from 
Mr. Saleh’s former home. 

Mr. Saleh vowed to punish 
his enemies, Vice-President 
Ali Salem AJ Beidh and other 


Aden proposes plan for 
immediate ceasefire 

ADEN (AFP) — Southern leaders put forward a seven-point 
plan Friday to end nine days of cml war in Yemen between 
rival north and south forces, an official source said here. 

The plan proposed by the southern Yemen Socialist Party, 
which is headed by ousted Vice-President Ali Salem Al Beidh, 
calls for an “immediate end tot he war” and the creation of a 
government of national unity. 

The government would be charged with “wiping out the 
consequences of the war” and conducting an inquiry into 
“those responsible for tbc war,” the source said. 

Mr. Beidh, who was sacked last week as vice-president by 
the northern-dominated parliament in the capital Sanaa, has 
said a ceasefire would depend on the withdrawal of northern 
forces from the south. 

His northern rival. President Ali Abdullah Saleh, has said 
he would only accept a ceasefire if the southerners agreed to 
accept his government, respect the country’s unity and put all 
armed forces under the government’s control. 

Northern leaders rejected the latest southern ceasefire plan. 

A spokesman said by telephone from Sanaa that there was 
"nothing new” in the plan. 


southern leaders, for the Scud 
attack, warning them to leave 
their stronghold of Aden or be 
killed. 

The war broke out on May 4 
' after eight months of feuding 
between Mr. Saleh, a con¬ 
servative, and Mr. Beidh, a 
socialist, over the balance of 
power between north and 
south in a unified Yemeni state 
formed in 1990. 

Speaking in Damascus on 
Thursday, Yemen's oil minis¬ 
ter said oil operations had not 
been affected by the fighting 
and exports were continuing 
normally. 

Salih Abu Bakr Ben Hussai- 
noun told Reuters in an inter¬ 
view that output at Yemen's 
three oilfields — Ma’rcb, Shib- 
wah and Hadramout — was 
now running at 350,000 barrets 
per day. 

Mr. Hussainoun, one of 
seven South Yemeni leaders 
sacked by Mr. Saleh, said 
military defences had been 
placed at all oil installations to 
prevent any sabotage or hostile 
attacks. 

The evacuation of foreigners 
continued. 

Philippine officials said a 
Philippine air force C-I30 
plane had left Manila for Saudi 
Arabia on Friday to pick up 
hundreds of Filipino workers 
stranded in Yemen. 

About 1.400 Filipinos arc 


working in hotels, government 
hospitals and multinational 
companies in Yemen. Some 
l.tJriO of them have asked to be 

evv jared. 

Lidia flew out a second 
group of 400 nationals from 
Yemen on two Indian air force 
lanes, officials said in Bom- 


e 


y- 

More than 170 people flown 
out of Yemen landed at Lon¬ 
don's Gatwick airport early on 
Friday in the second rescue 
mission organised by Britain 
this week. 

Teacher Helen Hatlevig, 30, 
said the devastating Scud mis¬ 
sile attack on Sanaa shocked 
the remaining expatriate com¬ 
munity into leaving. 

Tanks and multiple rocket- 
launchers rumbled Friday 
along the road out of Aden, 
while airplanes screamed over¬ 
head. In the distance firing 
could be beard. 

Most of the refugees depend 
on kat for their livelihoods *but 
fled their homes carrying with 
them only a few possessions 
such as a mattress and some 
food as the fighting edged clos¬ 
er. 

One worker with an interna¬ 
tional aid organisation said the 
road to Dalea was still open, as 
northern troops had apparent¬ 
ly not succeeded in breaking 

(Continued on page 5) 
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PLO ‘preoccupations’ delay 

of agreements 


By P.V. Vfvekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The release of 
details of agreements readied 
between Jordan and the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) on implementing their 
Jan. 7 economic accord has 
been delayed for 48 hours 
upon tiie request of the PLO 
leadership, both sides said Fri¬ 
day. 

It was not immediately 
known whether the PLO lead¬ 
ership in Tunis would seek any 
amendment to the agreements, 
which were supposed to have 
been formalised and released 
Thursday through a joint state¬ 
ment and a press conference. 

The delay in the process was 
attributed to the PLO Execu¬ 
tive Committee's preoccupa¬ 
tions with naming members of 
an “autonomy cabinet” for the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

Information made available 
to the Jordan Tunes indicated 
that the main points covered 
by the agreements included: 
— The formation of a joint 
committee for banking and 
monetary affairs in the auton¬ 
omous territories; envisaged 
under the Sept. 13 Israel-PLO 
declaration of principles; 

— Free trade between Jor¬ 
dan and the autonomous terri¬ 


tories; and 

— Maintaining the Jorda¬ 
nian dinar as the “main curren¬ 
cy” in circulation m the occu¬ 
pied territories. 

“These are tbc salient points 
in the agreement which are of 
utmost importance at this point 
in time,” said a Palestinian 
source. “Other points cover 
the technical details of how to 
implement these decisions and 
also touch upon tourism,” said 
the source, who preferred 
anonymity. 

Jordanian sources confirmed 
that these were the broad out¬ 
line of the agreements, 
reached in two days of talks 
between a high-level Jordanian 
delegation beaded by Minister 
of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Jawad Al Anani and a PLO 
team led by Ahmad Qouriea, 
director of the Economic De¬ 
partment of tire PLO. 

“It is an implementation- 
oriented document, and we 
hope to launch moves on the 
ground as soon as it is ratified 
by the leaderships of the two 
countries,” said a senior- 
Jordamaa source, adding that 
the government bad reviewed 
and endorsed it. 

According to the source, 
who also preferred anonymity, 
“the agreements are those we 


could arrive at, given the 
peculiar circumstances of 
Palestinian autonomy.” 

“Are the Palestinians free to 
deride and act as they want?” 
asked another official, in a 
reference to an economic 
agreement signed by tiie PLO 
and Israel in Paris in April. 

That accord details a series 
of measures that are widely 
seen as confining the PLO’s 
freedom in exercising its eco¬ 
nomic options with Jordan, or 
any other party other than the 
occupying power itself. Furth¬ 
ermore, it also dosed the door 
against the implementation of 
some of the provisions in the 
Jan. 7 agreement signed be¬ 
tween Jordan and PLO in Am¬ 
man. 

Asked whether the agree¬ 
ments reached last week re¬ 
flected the Kingdom’s accept¬ 
ance that they were the best 
that the Kingdom and the PLO 
could hope for, given the 
Israeli-imposed limitations, the 
source was non-committal, 
saying: “That’s your deduc¬ 
tion.” 

The sources said the joint 
Jordaman-PaJcstiman commit-, 
tee on banking and monetary 
affairs could meet as early as 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat’s autonomy 
cabinet holds a few 
surprise names 


By Lamis K. Andooi 

AFTER A WEEK of difficult 
negotiations, Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat has suc¬ 
cessfully talked prominent 
personalities from the Israeli 
occup ie d territories and the 
diaspora into joining a 
Palestinian authority to run 
autonomy in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

By Friday ni^it, at least 17 
personalities accepted to take 
part in the 25-member au¬ 
thority. Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials 
ex p ected a complete Bst to be 
ready in the next 24 hours. 

Id addition to IS names 
announced by the PLO, 
Palestinian officials said that 
prominent Palestinian 
businessman Munib Al Masai 
has joined tiie authority, 
while Dr. Asaad Abdul Rah¬ 
man, the Amman-based bead 
of Sbooman Foundation, is 
considering die offer. 

Initial reluctance by key 
Palestinian figures was re¬ 
placed by approval, 
apparently m response to 
Israeli threats to suspend the 
entry of the Palestinian police 
force into the Gaza Stop and 
Jericho and influenced by the 
wave of popular celebrations 
foal swept tne territories over 
the transfer of Israeli respon¬ 
sibilities to the PLO. 

At least two PLO execu¬ 
tive committee members, 
Jamal Sourani and JaweedAl 
Ghoseein, were expected to 
join ihe authority, and even 
Dr. Mohammad Ztihdi Al 
Nashashibi, who has conde¬ 
mned the economic part of 
the agreement, might change 
ins mind. 

Tbc officials said that Arab 
— mostly Egyptian — and 
international personalities in¬ 
volved in the peace process 
have been trying to convince 
the architect of the Isradi- 
’ Palestinian agreement, 
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen) to join the authority. 

The PaJcstiiLfan authority is 
expected to include 15 perso¬ 
nalities from the occupied 
territories and 10 from the 
diaspora — in cludi ng two 
women from each category. 

Three key figures who had 


initially refused to take part 
in the authority either in pro¬ 
test against the terms of the 
Israeh-Palestinian agreement 
reached in Cairo on May 4 or 
against Mr. Arafat's angle¬ 
handed leadership style 
appeared on top of a list 
officially delivered by foe 
PLO to the Israeli govern¬ 
ment on Thursday mght. 

Palestinian leader Faisal 
Husseini, head of the Palesti¬ 
nian team to the bilateral 
negotiations with Israel, Dr. 
Saeb Ercikat, and former 
Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi, accepted to 
join the Palestinian authority 
after having snubbed the 
offer. 

Both Mr. Husseini and Dr. 
Ereikat have expressed se¬ 
rious reservations about the 
autonomy deal and had urged 
Mr. Arafat not to sign it But 
the biggest surprise was Dr. 
Ashrawi, who has repeatedly 
declared that she wanted to 
remain independent to head 
a Palestinian human rights 

commission. 

In a lecture at the Shoman 
Founda t ion two weeks ago. 
Dr. Ashrawi lambasted the 
PLO leadership for its hand¬ 
ling of the negotiations with 
Israel. 

By accepting the post. Dr. 
Ashrawi became one of two 
prominent Palestinian 
women on the Palestinian au¬ 
thority. Fateh central com- ’ 
mittee member Intisar Al 
Wazir, widow of PLOS- 

military leader Khalil Al 
Wazir, widow of PLO n 
ary leader Khalil Al Wazn 
who was assassinated by 
Israeh squads in 1988, was 
among the first to accept the 
appointment to practically 
the first Palestinian adminis¬ 
tration of part of the occu¬ 
pied Palestinian territories. 

There were no statements 
maddfjy the leaders especial¬ 
ly Mr. Husseini, Dr. Ereikat 
and Dr. Ashrawi, explaining 
their position. But it seemed 
that they had decided to work 
from within die authority in 
spite of their disatisfaetion 
with the agreement itself and 
Mr. Arafat’s modus operan- 

(Continued mi page 10) 
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U.S.: On-ground change 
priority in water talks 


Washington (usia) — 

Multilateral talks in the Middle 
East peace process were de¬ 
signed to deal with the practic¬ 
al issues and problems that all 
the countries of the region 
face, says John Herbst, direc¬ 
tor of the State Departmenfs 
Office of Near Eastern Re¬ 
gional Affairs. 

In a May 11 USIA Worldnet 
discussion with regional ex¬ 
perts, journalists and members 
of die Multilateral Working 
Group on Water on “Conserv¬ 
ing Water Resources,” Herbst 
stressed that “one of the 
purposes of the multilaterals is 
to foster a dialogue among 
regional parties.” 

Listening as the many ideas, 
suggestions and issues were 
discussed and developed dur¬ 
ing the boor-long conversa¬ 
tion, Mr. Herbst noted, “What 
we are seeing right here is such 
a dialogue — not just'in the 
working group meetings, but 
also through satellite technolo¬ 
gy.” 

Mr. Herbst said that coop¬ 
eration among delegates of the 
nations attending the recent 
water multilateral conference 
in Muscat made it possible to 
approve several concrete pro¬ 
jects that can change water-use 
practices in the Middle East. 

The satellite exchange also 
demonstrated not only the 
progress and the challenges 
confronting the Middle East 
peace process, but that partici¬ 
pants are eager to resolve 
issues “on the ground.” 

Mr. Herbst said co n fe r e e s in 
Muscat approved a propos- 
al for a desalina¬ 
tion rese ar ch center in Oman, 
an Israeli proposal for rehabQi- 
tartnp small municipalities’ wa¬ 


ter systems, an American 
proposal for waste water treat¬ 
ment and re-use facilities. 

Among the other projects, 
including ones projected for 
Gaza and the West Bank, were 
a Norwegian proposal to study 
the comparative regional water 
institutions, and a German 
proposal to study water supply 
ana demand among core par¬ 
ties in the Middle East. 

AD projects are directed to¬ 
ward priorities of enhancing 
the region’s water supply, im¬ 
proving water management 
practices and conservation, 
Mr. Herbst said. 

“If we proceed with all these 
things, perhaps in the space of 
ning months or a year we will 
begin to see actual projects 
under way,” he noted, refer¬ 
ring to such projects as starting 
on building waste-water treat¬ 
ment facilities, rehabilitating 
small co mmuni ties* water sys¬ 
tems, and developing studies 
relating to regional water in¬ 
stitutions and water supply and 
demand. 

Looking toward prospects 
for cooperation in the future, 
Mr. Herbst said that “as Arab- 
Israeti peace is achieved on the 
bilateral trades... other coun¬ 
tries in the Middle East, as well 
as those participating in the 
trilateral negotiations, should 
begin to address those issues 
which affect all of than,” mid 
regional long-range economic 

development. 

Sharif A1 Mousa, a Fulbright 
scholar from A1 Betreh in the 
West Bank, however, said a 
seminal question in such stu¬ 
dies relates to information and 
data. 

“It seems to me these data 
and the information that will 


be provided to these banks wiD 
come from governments, and 
(that)... a necessary comple¬ 
ment for these data banks is 
what we aright call freedom of 
information,” he said, noting 
that all water specialists 
“should have easy access to 
state records, to state data, to 
verify the quality and the re¬ 
liability of these data.” 

"Are you planning anything 

about the freedom of informa¬ 
tion in tire mnltilaterals?” he 
asked Mr. Herbst 
“At this point, I don’t be¬ 
lieve that there is significant 
exchange of water data be¬ 
tween countries in the region,” 
Mr. Belfast responded. He said the 
United States “has endorsed 
the idea of creating regional 
data hmk:; we will begin a 
serious process of exchange.” 

“We have also endorsed the 
idea of helping the Palestinians 
establish their own national 
data bank,” he added. 

“For there to be a meaning¬ 
ful exchange you need to have 
standardisation of data, and 
we’ve already held a workshop 
designed to help tire countries 
standardise data collection,” 
Mr. Herbst explained. 

“This is a building block for 
future cooperation on a whole 
host of water issues. There¬ 
fore, it’s an i mp ortant step, but 
it’s a step winch takes a Kttie 
bit of time, and we are pur¬ 
suing it carefully,” Ire said. 

While the date for the next 
multilateral conference on wa¬ 
ter has not been set, Mr. 
Herbst said that in the interim, 
a variety of “mtercesskmai” 
water working group meetings 
designed to advance specific 
projects will continue. 


U.N. concerned 
about 13,000 
Somalis 
in Yemen 

GENEVA (R) — The United 
Nations expressed concern Fri¬ 
day for tire safety of 13,000 
Scmah refugees in Yemen, cit¬ 
ing unconfirmed reports of 
casualties among them. 

The U.N. High Commission 
for Refugees (UNHCR) also 
said the water supply for at 
least 6,000 of the refugees in a 
camp at A1 Kond, SO 
kilometres east of Aden, might 
have been cut off. 

Northern and southern 
Yemeni forces have been wag¬ 
ing a civil war along their 
former border for the past 10 
days. 

“The area around the camp 
has been the scene of reported 
heavy fighting in recent days,” 
UNHCR spokesman Ron Red¬ 
mond told a news briefing in 
Geneva. 

“We have unconfirmed re¬ 
ports that the water supply has 
been cut off andalso of some 
casualties among the re¬ 
fugees,” he said. “We don’t 
know how many and until we 
can get into the camp, we 
won’t be able to determine tire 
exact number.” 

The reports come from 
Somali refugees and people 
who have fled tire area, Mr. 
Redmond said. 

Relief teams from the 
UNHCR and the International 
Committee for the Red Cross 
(1CRC) have been unable to 
reach the camp in the last two 
days, he said. 

Mr. Redmond said one U.N. 
convoy beading to AJ Koud 
from Aden was stopped Thurs¬ 
day on its way to A1 Koud and 
told by southern forces that it 
lacked approval from the gov¬ 
ernor in Aden. 


4 charged in plot to sell 
U.S. oil gear I© Libya 


SAN DIEGO (R) — Two men 
have been arrested in connec¬ 
tion with an alleged scheme to 
smuggle more than $3.5 mil¬ 
lion in gas turbines to Libya in 
violation of a U.S. trade 
embargo, the U.S. attorney’s 
office said Thursday. 

Charged in the alleged plot 
are Nisban Keval, .40, of Fre¬ 
mont, California, and Edward 
Macomb, 38, of New York 
City, as well as nine companies 
in the United States, Saudi 
Arabia, the Netherlands and 
Libya. 

Two other men, identified as 
William Schuur and Joop 
Kloostra, both residents of the 
Netherlands, have also been 
charged and are still being 
sought in connection with the 
shipments of oil industry 
equipment, according to U.S. 
attorney Alan Bersin of San 
Diego. 

The defendants are all 
charged with 14 felonies, in¬ 
cluding conspiracy, violating 
Libyan sanctions regulations, 
making false statements to the 
U.S. government and money- 
laundering. 

According to the indictment, 
the Dutch defendants are 
approached by the Libya gov¬ 
ernment in 1989 to buy the 
equipment and recruited Mr. 
Keval and Mr. Macomb to 
negotiate the deal. 

The indictment alleges that 
the four falsified documents to 
show the material was being 
shipped to Saudi Arabia when 
it was headed for installation 
and use in Libyan oil fields. 

According to Mr. Bersin, 
the Libyans paid more than $8 
million in inflated prices for 
two gas turbine generator sys¬ 
tems which the Dutch and 
Americans bought for much 
less from Solar Turbines Inc of 
San Diego, a subsidiary of 
Caterpillar Inc. 

Neither Solar nor Caterpillar 


is named in the indictment. 

The companies named in the 
mdictraent are Contact Inc of 
New York City, run by Mr. 
Keval, and Macomb Wilken 
Inc of New Jersey, ran by Mr. 
Keval and Mr. Schuur, and 
four related Dutch companies: 
Wilber, Willser B.V., Willser 
Rotating Equipment B.V., 
A.T.S Nederland B.V., all 
owned arid operated by Mr. 
Schuur. 

Abo indicted were tire Zaed 
Organisation of Saudi Arabia 
and two nationally-controlled 
Libyan companies with opera¬ 
tions in Libya and Germany, 
Zueitina Oil Co and 
Mediterrranean Oil Services 
Co. 

All the companies are 
charged with conspiracy to 
defraud the United States, 
violating the embargo, illegal 
exportation to Libya, issuing 
false statements and money- 
laundering. 

The United States has had 
an embargo against Libya, in¬ 
cluding the export of oil indus¬ 
try equipment, since 1986 be¬ 
cause it charges the country 
with involvement in interna¬ 
tional “terrorism.” 

The shipments took place 
between 1989 and 1991, 
according to U.S. customs offi¬ 
cials. 

John Kelley of the U.S. Cus¬ 
toms Office here said the 
Soviet Union no longer poses a 
threat to the United States but 
other hostile countries seeking 
U.S. goods and technology do. 

“Libya’s illegal acquisition 
of San Diego-manufactured 
gas turbines allowed Libya's oil 
industry to efficiently extract 
oil from Libya’s expansive oil 
supplies beneath its desert 
Boor, thereby generating bil¬ 
lions of dollars which would be 
available to fond Libya’s inter¬ 
national terrorist activities,” 
he said. 



FOLDING THE OCCUPATION: Israeli 
soldiers watch their officer folding the last 


Israeli flag that was waving on a post in 
Jericho, the last one to leave the West Bank 
town on Friday (AFP photo) 


U.N. committee reports human rights 
worsened in occupied lands despite accord 


By Karonza Jadoun 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The human rights 
situation in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip has de¬ 
teriorated rather than im¬ 
proved after tire Sept. 13 sign¬ 
ing of the declaration of princi¬ 
ples between the Palestine Li¬ 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Israel, a U.N. special com¬ 
mittee has found. 

A May 7 press release on the 
field mission conducted by a 
U.N. special committee to the 
region said that the committee 
was still being denied access by 
Israel to the occupied territor¬ 
ies. 

The panel, formally known 
as tiie Special Committee to 
Investigate Israeli Practices 
Affecting the Human Rights of 
tiie Palestinian People and 
other Arabs of the occupied 
territories, based its investiga¬ 
tion on testimonies of 37 wit¬ 
nesses with recent and first¬ 
hand knowledge of human 
rights’ situation in the occupied 
territories. It focused in par¬ 
ticular on the situation follow¬ 
ing the signing of the declara¬ 
tion of principles. 

The special committee, 
founded in 1968 under a 
General Assembly resolution 
and composed of the repre¬ 


sentatives of Malaysia, Senegal 
and Sri Lanka, conducted a 
12-day field mission to Cairo, 
Amman and Damascus during 
which its members met with 
senior officials and reviewed 
the human rights situation in 
tiie occupied territories. 

The special committee, 
which also draws data from 
reports on the Israeli and Arab 
language press published in the 
occupied territories, com¬ 
munications from non¬ 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) concerned with tiie 
promotion of h uman rights, 
said that persons they talked to 
attributed the deteriorating 
situation in tiie West Bank ana 
Gaza Strip to the “disregard by 
the Israeli defence forces for 
the life and safety of the resi¬ 
dents of the occupied territor¬ 
ies.” It quoted the witnesses as 
saying toe Israeli military sys¬ 
tematically arm and protect 
settlers. 

Another main reason 
emphasised by witnesses was 
“the continued existence of 
Israeli settlements and the in¬ 
creasingly aggressive and vio¬ 
lent behaviour of the settlers 
who, in most cases, acted ille¬ 
gally and with impunity.” 

The settlements have been 
ami are stiU being expanded. 


and settlers-, according to wit¬ 
nesses, commit provocative 
acts that violate tire sanctity of 
the Islamic religious life, men¬ 
tioning the Hebron mosque 
massacre as the most fragrant 
example, the committee said. 

Another violation of human 
rights in tiie occupied territor¬ 
ies, it said, is tire closure erf tire 
territories that deprived more 
than 120,000 Palestinians who 
used to work in Israel of their 
means of livelihood. 

The panel said that although 
more than 1,000 prisoners are 
reported to have been released 
since the Sept. 13 signing, 
“administrative detentions” 
and arrests had increased. 

The committee was also in¬ 
formed that ill-treatment and 
torture of detainees, especially 
under interrogation, had con¬ 
tinued. 

The press release concluded 
that there would be no support 
for the peace process if tire 
human rights situation in the 
occupied territories remains as 
it is. 

The special committee called 
for all parties concerned to 
work collectively on 
“confidence-building mea¬ 
sures” so that peaceful coexist¬ 
ence can be achieved in the 
Middle East. - 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — A 
coalition of leading Arab 
American and Muslim groups 
is calling for an immediate 
cessation of hostilities in Ye¬ 
men and a political solution to 
toe conflict there through a 
national dialogue. 

Fearing that the fighting be¬ 
tween rival northern and 
southern Yemeni forces will 
escalate into a full-scale civil 
war, the coalition is also calling 
upon the United States to take 
a more active role in seeking a 
solution to the conflict. 

Stressing that the groups are 
not taking any political sides in 
the conflict, Khalil Jahshan of 
the National Association of 
Arab Americans (NAAA) 
said. “Our main objective right 
now is to stop toe fighting.” 

To that end, the organisa¬ 
tions are calling upon all the 
parties to “effect an immediate 
cessation to all hostilities in 
Yemen and to seek a negoti¬ 
ated political solution through 
a national dialogue aimed at 
reconciliation and the safe¬ 
guarding of Yemeni unity and 
democracy,” Mr. Jahshan said. 

Mr. Jahshan. along with rep¬ 
resentatives of the Arab Amer¬ 
ican Institute. American Mus¬ 
lim Council, Aznerican- 
Yemeni Friendship Associa¬ 


tion, and Union of Supportive 
Shnrists met May 11 with staff 
at the National Security Coun¬ 
cil to discuss the situation in 
Yemen. 

The State Department 
issued a statement May 4 call¬ 
ing for an end to toe fighting in 
Yemen and for a political solu¬ 
tion to the conflict. 

The United States has urged 
all Yemenis “to hold fast to 
their chosen goals of unity, 
democratisation, and econo¬ 
mic reform,” the statement 
said. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
Robert PeUetreau arrived in 
Yemen May 4 and met with 
Yemeni leaders during the cri¬ 
sis. Jahshan called Assistant 
Secretary of State Pelletreau's 
efforts “a good step,” but that 
the United States should do 
more, including mediation be¬ 
tween the parties to the con¬ 
flict 

His coalition, be said, is 
urging the United States “to 
take a more proactive role” to 
end the conflict in Yemen. 
Jahshan called for another Pel- 
letrean mission to Yemen and 
urged the United States to 
“pressure toe parties to effect a 
ceasefire.” 

Members of The coalition 
warned that the conflict in Ye¬ 


men could spill over into other 
Gulf states and therefore it 
poses a threat to U.S. interests 
m toe region. 

“The danger of this conflict 
spill-over beyond toe bound¬ 
aries of Yemen is (where) tire 
American national interest is 
and that is why we should 
move promptly,” Mr. J ahsh an 
said. 

Mr. Amoudi called on the 
United States to support Arab 
League efforts to stop the con¬ 
flict in Yemen. He also urged 
the United States to call for an 
arms embargo against Yemen. 

“There are reports that both 
sides are scrambling for arms 
and ammunitions from the out¬ 
side. We think this should be 
stopped. Our president, our 
secretary of state should come 
out and warn all other parties 
that nobody should be in¬ 
volved,” Alamoudi said. 

Abdul Wafaab A! Kebsi of 
toe Union of Supportive Shur- 
ists called on the United States 
to address the humanitarian 
needs in Yemen caused by the 
conflict. 

“Homan loss is the number 
one issue,” Mr. Alkebsi said. 
While there are conflicting 
accounts on the number of 
casualties, “we know they are 
significant,” be said. 


Arab-American Muslim groups 
call for ceasefire in Yemen 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


McDonnell announces deal with Israel 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — The United 

authorisation Thursday for toe production of 21 F-15Eagfe 
fighter jets for toe Israeli air force, McDonnell Douglas 
announced- The deal is worth about $2 billion and is expected 

to help extend toe life of toe F-15 P ro 8 ramm =* r ^ 
McDonnell Douglas won the important contract earner this 
year after a competitive dogfight with Lockheed, much was 
offering its F-16C~a less expensive and less veisaUejet Israel 
wiD have the option of ordering rpto fomnnacflbe P 1 n an f s - 
The planes will be delivered starting in 1997. McDonnell also 
has a deal to sell "72 F-15ES to Saudi Arabia. 

Iraq slams U.S. envoy for ‘dirty’ remarks 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s ruling Baato party newspaper 
blasted a senior U.S. envoy on Thursday for remarks t hat bo th 
Iraq and Iran remained a threat to the stability and security of 
tire oil-rich Gulf states. U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for 
Near Eastern Affairs Robert PeUetreau contended on 
Wednesday that both Baghdad and Tehran had not aban¬ 
doned their expansionist aiuibitions in the region and efforts to 
rearm themselves. “Through such claims, Pelletreau’s aim is 
rally to notify Gulf states ... that they are in constant need of 
American protection via joint defence treaties and continuous 
purchase of extra weapons in (U.S.) arsenal,” said A1 Thawra 
m a front-page editorial. It described Mr. Pelletreau’s remarks 
as “dirty.” ft said the U.S. administration’s aim b ehind such 
statements was to “create a fabricated furore” whenever tire 
date approached for a periodic review of sanctions on Iraq. 

Pentagon launches study of Gulf illness 

WASHINGTON (R) — Spurred by crit i ci sm from Gulf war 
veterans, the Pentagon has announced a fresh effort to analyse 
and treat mystery illnesses suffered by hundreds of U.S. troops 
Who served in tire 1991 conflict. The severe flu-tike symptoms 
have in many cases drawn no dear diagnoses and some 
members of Congress have charged that they were caused by 
traces of chenrica! war agents rather than parasites or viruses. 
The new joint effort by tire departments of defence, veterans 
affairs and health and human services will be based on a 
determination last month that toe syndrome is not a single 
disease but a range of flb with overlapping symptoms and 
causes. 

Bomb kills pro-Israel gunman 

MARJAYOUN (R) — A roadside bomb ripped through an 
Israeli-backed militia patrol in South Lebanon on Friday, 
killing one militiaman and wounding two, security sources 
said. No group immediately claimed responsibility for the 
attack against the Sooth Lebanon Army (SLA) militia patrol 
near tire village of Kfar Hounah in territory under Israeli 
occupation. Israeli and SLA gunners retaliated, shelling tiie 
outskirts of a string of villages. 

Egypt, Libya sign barter deal 

CAIRO (R) — An Egypt trading company and Libya’s 
state-owned steel mill have signed a barter deal wrath $100 
million, g o ver nm ent newspapers said on Friday. The Libyan 
Iron and Steel Complex at Misurata, rare of tire largest in. the 
Arab World, mil send the Egyptian company iron products, 
especially iron rods for construction, tire newspaper A1 
Akhbar reported. In exchange, Egypt’s Arab Company for 
Development and International Trade will export fenoman- 


ies, vehicles, household appliances and spare parts, it said. 
The deal, similar to a previous one for exports of Libyan steel 
to Egypt, was signed on Thursday by representatives of tire 
faro companies. 

Iranian farmer boasts of superchicken 

TEHRAN (AFP)—A chicken in western Iran has been laying 
eggs at record speed, on average one egg almost every hour, 
its proud owner said Friday. Jam Khorshidi from Kermanshah 
told IRNA news agency that the chicken, of Chinese stock, 
produced 42 eggs in a 52-hour period, backed by a diet of rice, 
wheat and vegetables. But it also eats twice as much as other 
bens. 

Israeli MPs meet Palestinians 

VIENNA (AFP)—Members of tire Israeli parliament opened 
two days of informal talks with Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) officials in the Austrian capital on Friday. Tire 
agenda covers autonomy in Palestinian regions, the future 
status of Jerusalem, refugees, Jewish settlements is occupied 
territories, and borders, a spokesman for the organisers said. 
The discussions are being held at tire Bruno Kreisky Forum, a 
political and scientific institution named after the Austrian 
chancellor who promoted recognition of the PLO. Tire Israeli 
team indudes Eli Dayan, head of the parliamentary group of 
toe ruling Labour Party, accompanied by Yossi kh> 7 and 
Avigdor Kahalani. The PLO side indudes Ahmad Tibi, an 
adviser to PLO chief Yasser Arafat, Hassan Abdul Rahman , 
PLO representative in Washington, and Ibrahim Karain, from 
tire PLO information office in Jerusalem. 

2 Saudis, Pakistani beheaded in Saudi 

RIYADH (AFP) — Two Saudis convicted of rape and a 
Pakistani drug-smuggler were beheaded by swordFriday in 
Saudi Arabia, the Interior Ministry said in a statement 
broadcast on television. Saadis Saleh Sehmi and 
Zahrani were sentenced to death for raping a wo man at knife 
point after breaking into her house. They were beheaded in 
Jeddah, on the western coast. Pakistani Hakam Khan Said 
Ismail Khan, who had attempted to smuggle heroin into the 
kingdom, was executed in tire capital Riyadh. Twelve people 
have now been beheaded in S. Arabia this year, according to 
figures compiled from Interior Ministry statements. Saudi 
Arabia derided in 1987 to sentence to death drug traffickers, 
pushers and persistent users in a bid to stop drug abuse. 
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St. Mary of Nazareth Chord! Sweifieh, 

Td. 810740 

AsmMes of God Church, Tel. 
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Chorda of Na anrmr, Td.675691. 

The Ev juggl e aJ Loaf dnrch hi An* 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Temperatures wiD rise sli ghtly with 
winds northwesterly moderate. lit 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly moder¬ 
ate and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman... 10/25 

Aqaba... 16/32 

Deserts ... 8/27 

Jordan Valley... 14 / 31 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 21, Aqaba 30 Humidity reading: 
Amman 37 per cent. Aqaba 24 per 
cenL 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yabya Abdul Saiam.736072 

Dr. Fakhri Tayeh.885880 

Dr. Salman A1 Daboobi.776751 

Dr. Abdul Wahab And.846070 

Fins pharmacy.661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

A1 Asetna pharmacy.637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy.623672 

A1 Saiam pharmacy.636730 

Yftooab pharmacy ..644945 

Shmcisam pharmacy .637660 

Nsyib pharmacy .847632 

HBUH 

Dr. Akron Momaai.248974 

Alquds pharmacy .. f—) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Raj eh Saqr .....—.901290 

Khalifeb pharmacy.985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre.637111 


Ovil Defence Department.661111 

CM Defence Immediate 

Rescue.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Police ..... 192,621111.637777 

Fue Brigade,,..891228 

Blood Bank.775121 

Highway Police.843402 

Traffic Police ..896390 

Public Sccmity Department.. autpi 

Hold Complaints.605809 

Pike Complaints.661176 

Water and Sewerage 

CorapfeioR.897467 

Amman Muhidpality 

Complains.787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assstano;) . 121 

Overseas Calls.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs.623101 

Abddi Telephone Repairs .661101 

Jordan Television.773111 

Radio Jordan__774111 

Water Authority .68010Q 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company.636381 

RJ Flight Information. 06-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airpor.. 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre.813813/S 

KbafidiMaternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
AfcHch Maternity. J. Amu..., 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity.642362 

MaUns.J. Amman .636140 

Palestine. Shmcisam.664171/4 

shmr ka n. Hospital.669131 

University Hospital. 84584 5 

Al-Mussbcr Hospital . 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic. Abdnb .666127/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali.. 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn. 777101/3 

AL Bashir, J. Ashrafich.775111/26 

Army, Marta...891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .602240/50 

Amal Hospital... 6741SS 

ZABQA2 

ZarqaGovt Hospital. (09)983323 

Zaras National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital .(09)966732 

AlHikm Modem Hospital.(09)990990 

rank 

Princess Bam ttapfeal. . (U2137S5S5 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn A) Nates Hospital.(tt!)247ia0 

AQABA: 

Princess Hnya Hosped.(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN *i IA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


77ns information is supplied by Royal' 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart¬ 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport TeL (08)533X15. where h 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1} 

8SJ0.Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 

•7:15 .Jeddah (add) r RJ i 

«M5 .New Delhi (RJ 

lfc2S.Aqaba (RJ 

I0-J8 . Dhanran (Rf 

IMS . Karachi, Dubai (RJ 

1149.Beirut (RJ'I 

HM . Colombo (Rj > 

Idiit .... New York, Amsterdam iRJ 

17:55 .Cairo (RJ) 

I8J0 .Jeddah (add) (Rj i 


**s3S .. Paris (add) (RJ) 

1W®.Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

IW* ..London, Berlin (RJ) 

•*:I5 . Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 

•fc* .Aqaba, London (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

...Vienna (OA) 

*5*45 .Rome(AZ) 

2fc30 .Paris. D amascu s (AFj 

2&s45 ...... Dubai (EM) 

2325 .. Amsterdam (KLl 

M*35 .. Cairo (MS) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 

(Terminal 1 } 


Brussels, Paris (add) ( 
.Beirut 


, Amsterdam 
..Cairo 


hum RAILWAY TRAIN 


n® ...—.. Aqaba (RJ) 

1230 .... Amsterdam .New York (RJ) 

. .-Pari*. Brussels (Rj) 

12:45 .Geneva, Madrid (Rj) 

.Cairo ?Rjj 

HH?.London (Rj) 

2B*JI.Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

.Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

2I *5 .Damascus (RJ) 

5=2.Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

.London (RJ) 

OtiwFBgMa (Terminal 2) 

®W5.Beirut (ME) 

. Dubai (EM) 

0:55 .Damascus. Paris(AF) 


— &0Q am. every Monday 

«r. teamens-5:00 pja. every Monday 

Dtp- Dwec m-7J0a!m, every Sunday 

Air. Annan 5:00 pjs cvcry Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upperfiowti nice in Sapor kg 

Banana (Mukamniar )620 
8”?*... 200/120 

. 140/80 

UKumben (small)- 280 / 200 


Green beans. 

Letmi. 

Marrow (small) 

MmnkhBh. 

Orange.‘ 

gown (4y) 

jw'owtr'"!”"::::::::;;: 

•"toer (sweet).. 

Tomato .. 

String beam ” 

Watermelon. 

vine Leaves__ 


- 620 

200/120 
. 390V2SD 
320/240 
140/80 
280 / 200 
260/160 
. 550/400 
420/300 
200/120 
250/200 
480/300 
24Q/160 
400/200 
150/100 
480 / 320 
360 / 250 
360 / 250 
440/320 
280/160 
. S201 420 
260 / 200 
700/450 
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Civil court orders Chalabis to pay 


JD6m for embezzlement, damages 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 
AMMA N — Tbe file of Jor- 
<Jans largest bank embezzJc- 
nwnt case was reopened Iasi 

a 001,0 ni * ed *hat 
Anmad Chalabi and some of 
ms relatives on the board of 
tne dissolved Petra Bank 
should pay over JD6 million 
representing an amount thev 
embezzled and related dam* 
ages, interest and legal 
charges. 

"Hie ruling by Judge Moham¬ 
mad Hawamdeh of the Court 
of First Instance was the first 
civil court verdict in the ill- 
famous case involving several 
hundred millions of dinars af« 
ter the State Security Court 
tried and convicted Dr. Oiaia- 
bi and his reiatives/assodates 
of gross embezzlement, spe¬ 
culation with the national cur¬ 
rency and violations of the 
Kingdom's banking regula¬ 
tions. 

■' The State Security Court 
sentenced Dr. Cbalabi and 15 
others — most of them Chalabi 
family members and relatives 
and dose associates of the 
Iram-born banker, all of them 
in absentia — to jail terms and 
imposed heavy fines on them. 

Thirty-two people, most of 


them officials of the bank, 
were acquitted. 

Dr. Chalabi was sentenced to 
35 years in prison with hard 
labour and asked to pay $46 
million, the amount the court 
found that the banker had 
embezzled. Dr. Chalabi, who 
Bed Jordan a few days after the 
government’s Loonomic Secur¬ 
ity Committee (ESC) took 
over the doubled bank on 
Aug. 2, 1989. 

An ESC-appointed commit¬ 
tee ran the institution for some 
time and the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) pumped state 
funds into the bank to protect 
depositors. 

The CBJ extended a total of 
JD254 million as advance to 
Petra Bank, which was placed 
under liquidation in July 1990. 
The liquidation process was 
expected to have been com¬ 
pleted by July 1992, but the 
deadline has been extended to 
July 21. 3994. 

in his April 9. 1992 ruling, 
State Security Court Judge 
Brigadier-General Ahmad 
Mango said the total amount 
embezzled was JD157.29 mil¬ 
lion in addition to JD29 million 
in shareholders' rights and 
JD47 million in expected losses 
— a total loss of JD233 million. 


The actual loss of the 


eminent in the affair could be 
determined only after the li¬ 
quidation process is com¬ 
pleted. However, it is esti¬ 
mated tbe figure will not be 
less than JD 100 million. 

Dr. Chalabi and his associ¬ 
ates ore also seen as having 
partly contributed, through 
their unorthodox banking 
practices and violations of 
banking rules coupled with 
speculation in the dinar, to the 
plunge in the value of the 
currency in 1988-89. 

Most of the convicts are be¬ 
lieved to be living in London, 
but Jordan's efforts to extra¬ 
dite them through the Interna¬ 
tional Police Organisation (In¬ 
terpol) have not made much 
headway. 

Dr. Chalabi, a self-styled 
Iraqi opposition leader, be¬ 
came a member of the Iraqi 
National Congress after his 
flight from Jordan. Now he is 
believed to be running the 
propaganda wing of the orga¬ 
nisation based in London. 

The civil court case, in which 
Ahmad Chalabi, Jawad Chala¬ 
bi, Rushdie Chalabi and 
Hazem Chalabi were charged 
with embezzlement, stemmed 
from a Jan. 12, 1981 transfer of 


$2 million from the Petra Bank 
to a local tour and travel com¬ 
pany also owned by Dr. Chala¬ 
bi. 

The transfer, effected 
through a secret coding, was 
supposed to have come from 
Socofi, a Geneva-based financ¬ 
ing company also owned by the 
Chalabi family. But no such 
transfer was actually made, 
while the Petra Bank transfer¬ 
red the amount to the local 
travel and tour company as a 
premeditated plan for embez¬ 
zling the bank's funds, the 
court found (Socofi has also 
been liquidated since). 

The court found all the ac¬ 
cused guilty as charged and 
should pay the bank — mean¬ 
ing its liquidators — S2 million 
and another JD4.583 million in 
damages, interests and legal 
charges. 

It was not immediately dear 
how the authorities intended to 
enforce the court ruling in view 
of the failure in efforts to have 
the state security court verdict 
enforced. The accused were 
represented in court, but it was 
not known whether the pre¬ 
sence in court of legal counsel 
also meant that the accused 
undertook to abide by the ver¬ 
dict. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King receives Israeli Arabs, Samaritans 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Thursday 
received delegations representing Israeli Arabs and the 
Samaritans sect living near Nablus in the occupied West Bank 
who came to offer condolences on the passing of f'ueen Zein 
A1 Sharaf, the Queen Mother. 


Princess Basma receives Swiss women 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basma 
Thursday received a group of 17 prominent and active Swiss 
women representing tbe Swiss association “Arc-en-Oel Famil- 
le d’Esprit” (Rainbow Family Spirit) and led by Jan Barakat, 
wife of tbe Jordanian ambassador to Switzerland, at the 
headquarters of Queen Alia Fund for Social Development 
(QAF). The delegation started their visit by touring an exhibit 
of rugs and ceramics produced by women who benefit from 
QAFs income-generating schemes for rural women. Follow¬ 
ing the tour, they were briefed about tbe social and economic 
development activities implementedLby QAF through its over 
40 community development centres. The delegation expressed, 
interest in the Jordanian National Committee‘ for Women 
(JNCW) and other women’s issues and were given more 
informa tin about die activities and goals of the JNCW. 
“Arc-en Ciel Famiile tTEsprit" was founded in 1993 as a 
reaction against global violence. Members represent different 
nationalities who aim to spread awareness and understanding 
among people of different races and cultures to create global 
harmony. The visit to Jordan is the first for this group outside 
Switzerland. 


Labour unions group 
elects new committees 


By Natasha Bukhari 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The executive 
and the central committees of 
tbe General Federation of 
Labour Unions (GFLU) held 
elections on Thursday even¬ 
ing after having been post¬ 
poned several tunes because 
of disagreements within tbe 
administrative committees of 
the different unions involved. 

Khalid Shreim kept his 
post as the federation’s 
general secretary, and Mazen 
Ma’aitah was elected as his 
deputy. 

Also daring the meeting, 
17 unionists representing tbe 
different labour unions-were 
elected to form the GFLU’s 
executive committee. 

At the end of tbe electrons. 
Minister of Labour Khaied 
Ghazawi delivered a speech 
in which he congratulated tbe 
winners and urged them to 
pat their personal conflicts 


aside in order to be able to 
work for the general interest 
of labourers. 

He added that the ministry 
will publish die federation's 
regulations in the newspapers 
to eliminate all ambiguity re¬ 
garding these regulations 
which define the GFLU’s 
activities and authorities. 

Outside the federation 
building, some unionists 
Thursday complained of not 
being allowed entry into the 
election site. 

The groap of labourers ac¬ 
cused the GFLU leadership 
of practising bureaucratic 
leadership measures and 
charged that the elections 
were undemocratic, citing as 
evidence the police’s prohibi¬ 
tion of their entry into tbe 
building. 

The labour minister urged 
the newly-elected officials to 
concentrate on serving their 
country to tbe best of their 
abilities. 


Gammoh says government will not 


lobby Senate on draft sales tax law 


By P.V. VWekanand 


Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The govern¬ 
ment is not planning to lobby 
the Upper House of Parlia¬ 
ment to have its Own way in 
structuring and implementing 
the draft law on sales tax by 
trying to reverse amendments 
introduced by the Lower 
House. Finance Minister 
Sami Gammoh said Friday. 

Tbe affirmation came in 
contradiction to widely-held 
views among economists and 
analysts that the executive 
authority would seek to influ¬ 
ence tbe appointed Senate to 
scale up the general rate of 
lax to the original 10 per cent 
from tbe seven per cent as 
amended by the Lower 
House. 

It was also expected to 
seek separate from tbe law a 
list of items exempt from the 
levy and to retain it as a 
Cabinet option to set the rate 
and goods, and to brine back 
a three-year period before 
the implementation of a foil 
value-added tax system in¬ 
stead of a five-year period 
determined by the lawmak¬ 
ers. 

The House approved the 
bw after the amendments 
and forwarded it to the Sen¬ 
ate last week after a heated 
debate on the floor, where 
Prime Minister Abdul Salaxn 
Majali and Mr. Gammoh 
tried but failed to convince 
the lawmakers to endorse the 


draft law in its original form 
as submitted in February. 

The introduction of the law 
is a precondition of tbe Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) before it gives a certi¬ 
fication to dear the way for 
Jordan’s debt rescheduling 
negotiations with Western 
‘creditors. 

“We have spent more than 
30 months discussing and 
negotiating the draft law and 
we are not going to waste any 
more time on this,” Mr. 
Gammoh told the Jordan 
Times on Friday. 

“We cannot attach a time 
lab to the enactment of tbe 
law,” he said. “But we are 
ready to implement it as soon 
as it clears Parliament” and a 
Royal Decree is issued enact¬ 
ing it. 

Notwithstanding govern¬ 
ment desires to have the law 
in its original shape as prop¬ 
osed, “there will not be any 
lobbying,” Mr. Gammoh 
said. “The Upper House has 
made a thorough study of the 
law and it is op to the sena¬ 
tors to decide what course of 
action to take while debating 
it.” 

If the Senate decides to 
reverse tbe Honse amend¬ 
ments to the law and returns 
it and if the House rejects 
that then a joint session of 
the two Houses will be called 
to determine the issue — a 
process that might further de¬ 
lay the enactment of the law 
leading to missed deadlines in 



Sami Gammoh 


debt rescheduling negotia¬ 
tions with the Paris Club of 
creditor governments. 

“We are working on it,” 
Mr. Gammoh said when 
asked what the government 
intended to do in addressing 
an already missed deadline 
with the Paris Club. 

In the meantime, the gov¬ 
ernment is preparing the 
ground for the implementa¬ 
tion of the sales tax law. 

“It needs expertise and ex¬ 
perience to ensure the 
smooth introduction of sales 
tax," said the finance minis¬ 
ter. “We will implement it, 
and when we find gaps and 
loopholes in the law then we 
will seek to update it as war¬ 
ranted.” 

Prime Minister Majali said 


last month that the govern¬ 
ment would be able to meet 
deputies’ demand for a pay- 
raise for civil servants and fin- 
increased infrastructure in 
their constituencies because 
the government was hard put 
to make such allocations in 
view of the amendments they 
introduced to tbe law. 

The government has said 
that the introduction of sales 
tax is part of a wider reform 
programme in tbe entire 
taxation structure in force, 
and that the enactment of the 
law would be coupled with 
changes in laws related to 
income tax, customs and 
other duties to maintain price 
stability in the market. 

Mr. Gammoh corrected 
the widely-held notion that 
the House amendments to 
the law meant a loss of up to 
JD40 million to JD45 million 
from the JD170 million in tax 
revenues as projected in the 
1994 fiscal budget.” 

“There is no definite fi¬ 
gure,” said the minister, not¬ 
ing that the consumption tax 

— which is expected to be 
replaced by tbe sales tax law 

— is already in force and the 
fiscal year is near its half-way 
mark. It meant that the re¬ 
venues are being collected 
regardless of the description 
of the levy. 

Mr. Gammoh estimated at 
10 per cent any upward or 
downward swing in tax re¬ 
venues from the figures pro¬ 
jected in the budget. 


A palette of vocal works 
comes to town for 2 nights 


.9 6 « r» 


By Jean-Ctaude Elias 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A 40-member 
male vocal ensemble, Die 
Meistersinger Chorus, is a 
blend of distinguished, highly 
professional singers. Dynam¬ 
ism, energy and an extremely 
diversified repertoire are the 
trademarks of the choir. 

The chorus will perform in 
Amman, with Juhe Boyd as 
soprano soloist, at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, main- 
theatre, on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 14 and 15. 

Under a very Wagnerian 
name Die Meistersinger, con¬ 
ducted by their rounder, 
Marvin L. Robertson, display 
an amazing palette of vocal 
works ranging from nearly 


swinging rhythms to strictly 
classical, always performed 
with taste, finesse and ba¬ 
lance. 

“Meistersinger” is the 
name of the members of the 
German workingmen’s 
guilds, of the 15th and 16th 
centuries, which had dedi¬ 
cated themselves to the 
promotion of poetry and 
marie. 


Die Meistersinger Male 
Chorus is from Southern Col¬ 
lege, Collegedale, Tennes¬ 
see, in the U.S. 

Dr. Robertson founded tbe 
group in 1973. Its members 
come from fifteen states of 
the U.S., as well as from 
Puerto Rico and Canada. 

The choir is well-known in 
the United States and has 





Die Meistersinger Male 

in countless per- 


Cborns 


Ms. Boyd holds a masters 
degree in vocal performance 
and literate from Eastman 
School of Mnsic. 

Die Meistersinger Male 


Chorus, Julie Boyd and Mar¬ 
vin L. Robertson are invited 
to Jordan by the American 
Cultural Center in coopera¬ 
tion with Speaking Profes¬ 
sionally and Rawdat AI 
Maaref College and Schools. 


Artists bring cottage industry 


of Save the Children to new plateaus 


By Rebecca Salti 

Special to die Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Bani Hamida 
Women's Weaving Project has 
readied a new dimension for 
its ninth annual spring rug ex¬ 
hibition with the added crea¬ 
tions of 20 local artists and 
artisans. Especially : designed 
by well-known members of the 
Jordanian art community, a 
unique array of rugs, wall 
bangings and cushions repeat 
the colours and complement 
the themes of a wide variety of 
original art work by painters, 
potters, sculptors and ironwor¬ 
kers. Executed in wool by hun¬ 
dreds of bedouin weavers, the 
weaving are on display for 
sale with all tbe other contem¬ 
porary creations at the Jordan 
Construction Contractors' 
Assodation in Abdoun. 

In a separate but equally 
eye-catching exhibition in a vil¬ 
la opposite the association are 
the handmade quilts, bedroom 
accessories, wall hangings, 
handbags and other elegant 
crafts of tbe Jordan River De¬ 
signs Project, embroidered in 
refreshing spring colours by 
Palestinian women in Mahatta 
and Natheef. 

The two exhibitions show 
the work of many bedouin and 
refugee women involved in two 
projects established by Save 
the Children to provide part- 
time work for underprivileged 
women to earn supplemental 
income at home to help them 
raise their children. Both 


shows are open to the public 
from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
every day through Sunday, 
May 15. 

“We try to make each semi¬ 
annual exhibition more beauti¬ 
ful and interesting than the 
last.” says Gbada Nassar, man¬ 
ager of the weaving project 
who is delighted with the re¬ 
suits of tbe artists' participa¬ 
tion. “Ammar Khammasb and 
the other artists have brought 
the project to a new plateau. 
The weaving project team set 
up the display with the artists, 
and he edited it." 

“Here we are spanning a 
tremendous gap,” marvelled 
Mr. Khammasb, “between 


urban artists and bedouin 
women in a mountainous area, 
who are far removed, not just 
geographically, but in other 
respects. It’s amazing that a 
rug has become the bridge. 
Suddenly, highly cultured lead¬ 
ers of aesthetics in Jordan have 
been invited to reach out to 
rural women whose lifestyle is 
still very much a part of Jor¬ 
dan’s heritage — to partner in 
making a rag.” 

“I wondered what this Bani 
Hamida woman thought when 
she made the cushion I de¬ 
signed," be said. In the shape 
of a Three Star match box, the 
cushion is complete with 
matches that can be removed 


and played with. “She doesn’t 
know Andy Warhol and his 
famous painting of a can of 
Campbell's Soup, or that I 
wanted to do tiro same thing. 
She and all her neighbours 
have a Jordanian matchbox in 
their house. 

“Most of the artists would 
not otherwise have mixed with 
their rural culture if it hadn’t 
been for this exhibition which 
has pulled these (fiverse. Jorda¬ 
nian elements together. Tbe 
match box wasn’t important. It 
was the process of interaction. 
The very elite artist living in an 
ivory tower bad to learn tbe 
ability of a bedouin woman 
d the Hmitatu 


and the limitations of her craft. 


The desire to try, the will to succeed 


ONE OF the Bani Hamida 
women receiving visitors at 
the exhibition on opening day 
was Halima Qa'aideh with 
her li6-year-o!d daughter 
Aya. Halima was 16 when 
Save the Children came to 
Bani Hamida Mountain in 
1985 to set up weaving, 
health and agricultural pro¬ 
jects with her bedouin com¬ 
munity. As she watched her 
mother, aunts and grand¬ 
mother produce the first rugs 
of the weaving project and 
get paid for them, she wanted 
to join, loo. But like most of 
the other young women her 
age, who had been the first 
on the mountain to go to 
school, she hadn't planned to 


take up weaving, and didn’t 
know how. 

Then one day she flagged 
down the project car as it 
passed her home in the vil¬ 
lage of Makawir. “Come and 
see what I've done,” she cal¬ 
led out excitedly to the pro¬ 
ject coordinator. Surprised to 
find Halima bad set up a rug 
on a ground loom — one of 
tbe most complicated tasks of 
bedouin weaving —- she 
asked how she had learned to 
do it. 

"My grandmother taught 
me!” 

After going on the pilgrim¬ 
age with her weaving income, 
Hafima's grandmother died, 
but not before passing on her 


craft to her granddaughter. 
Halima, who had a ninth 
grade education, proceeded 
to work her way up to pro¬ 
duction manager. 

Today she helps oversee 
the work of 979 women in 11 
villages. Now married and 
tbe mother of two, she drives 
the project track to work, has 
been to Europe on a trade 
show, and just finished build¬ 
ing a house she helped her 
husband finance with a loan 
from the weaving project. 
Aya, who goes to work with 
her mother where she naps 
and plays at the weaving cen¬ 
tre, is one of over 2000 chil¬ 
dren who have benefited 
from the project. 


“Wool is one of Jordan's 
resources. Similarly, Shishani 
has taken a stone from Azraq 
and made a wrought iron table 
out of it. Rula Atalla took mud 
from tbe valley and made a jar 
from it. But for the first time 
she combined mud with wool, 
because she had to go beyond 
her usual orbit of materials. 
The idea of mixing thread with 
pottery is very interesting,” 
Mr. Khammash continued as 
he came to her large salmon- 
coloured bowls embellished 
with yarn. "Then she mixed 
leather and a blue bead 
(against envy) with wool in 
woven place mats — a perfect 
background for her glazed 
ceramic dishes to sit on.” 

As he came to a large display 
of paintings and weavings by 
Samia Zaiu, Mr. Khammash 
went on: “Sarnia is a weaver 
herself. She has hung clay 
beads on tbe fringes of one of 
her Bani Hamida rugs, like 
tools to emphasise gravity.” 

“She has always been in¬ 
terested in textiles since I’ve 
known her,” he said as be 
showed bow she achieves a 
3-dimensional effect by shifting 
colour and texture. 

Studying the large painting 
by Suha Shoman at the entry of 
the hall, he said. “Suha's 
source of inspiration is basical¬ 
ly Petra. She’s spent years 
painting the stone there. Her 
work has led her to tbe 
archaeological writings drawn 
on the stone m the pa sl She 
(CoatiBoed on page 5) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


ft Choir recto! by Die Meistersinger at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


Foundation in Jaba! Amman at 6KW pjn. 

☆ Lecture la Arabic entitled “The Contemporary Ger- 


ft Drama in Arabic entiteid “Land and Man” by 
students of Amman National School at Doral Al 
Fuxum of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation In 
JabaJ Luweibdeh at 8:00 p.m. 


man Theatre and its Effect on the Arab Theatre” by 
Dr. Awn] Karoumi at Goethe-Institut at 7:00 p.m. 


* Seminar on “Cinema in Stories and Drama” 
critic Hmow Abo Ghanhneh at the Jordan Writers 
Association at 6:00 p.m. 

Lecture ba Arabic entitled “Relations Between Inside 
Outside In BiBdms! Up Uy P^WmUn 
fry” by Mr. Hussein Bfraa at Abdul Hameed Shoman 


Hrrib and another exhibition of ceramics by Sqida 
Ehneshfekhi at Ain Art Gallery in Wadi Saqra (Td. 
644451, (52823). 


☆ Book exhibition and cultural displays at the British 
. Council (lOrtO a-m.-8:00 pjn.). 

t Exhibitio n by Iraqi artist Shawkat Al Rubaie at the 
Italian Language Centre (W)0 a.m.« 8:00 pan.) (Td. 
6(9348). 

☆ Exhibition of water colour paintings by artist Itab 


ft Exhibition by 46 artists entitled “He, Boqjonr Moo- 
sfcnr La Fotaine” at the French Cultural Centre. 


ft Exhibition of paintings by artist Salman Al Basri at 
Alia Art GaOery (Td. (39303). 


Exhibition by artist Hdmi EJ-Touni at Bafarfna Art 
Gallery (Tel. 687598). 

Spring exhibition of “Artists Expressions hi Wool,” 
the Bani Hamida project of art works and rugs al die 
Jordan Contractors Assodation BnUding in Abdoun 
(TeL 6121(9). 



pess 

what's coolting at 
the Marriott? 


A kx at AJ-Mansaf Restaurant where the evenings are sizzling with deliriously appetizmg specials. 



EveryBaturday is CH1NI5E NIGHT. 
Chriese specialties. A la Carte. 


On Sundays, we keep ihe fires ha on 
the ooals for STEAK NIGHT. 

A La Carte. 




Ohursdays are time for our poolside barbecue 
at our ALMANSAF PATIO starting from 7:00 pm 
for JD 9ooo*-+ per person. 


Every Eriday from noon to 4.00 pm bring 
the whole family to the best BRUNCH in 
mu al ihe ManiotL Price JD 9.750 inclusive. 
Children below one meter eat for free. 




From Saturday toQhursday, lake-a break from 
work and try our EXECUTIVE LUNCH, 
to exciting, satisfymg and incredfcle 
value at only JD&50O++ per person. 


PS. ..look oul for our new Marriott Garden. 
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Hopes of a new era 

THOSE PAST days of May, 1993 wffl certainly go into 
the annals of history as a major turning point in the 
struggle between Israelis and Arabs over the land of 
Palestine. What has been happening during them re¬ 
verses a 45-year-old tread that witnessed Israelis chasing 
Pal estinians away from their homeland and trying hard 
as they could to sfience their resistance. But the return to 
and the deployment of Palestinian police in the Gaza 
Strip and the city of Jericho cannot be seen except as a 
rolling back of the Zionist project to take every inch of 
Palestine and the Israeli denial of the legitimate and 
national rights of Palestinians. 

The euphoric reaction of the Palestinian people to the 
deployment of Palestinian police in Gaza and Jericho and 
the withdrawal of Israeli police is a testimony to the 
yearning of the Palestinians to rid themselves of occupa¬ 
tion and to realise their own independent sta te . 

In a few days, a Palestinian national authority, headed 
by PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat wffl take over from the 
occupation authorities. The new authority, composed of 
Pales tinians from the occupied territories and the di¬ 
aspora, will certainly have as its mam goals the realisa¬ 
tion of the dream of statehood, the total withdrawal of 
the Israeli forces from all of the occupied territories, 
including Jerusalem, and resolution of the issue of 
Falestmian refugees in accordance with in ternation a l 
resolutions. 

The new Palestinian authority will for sure face 
formidable challenges, not least among them the buHding 
of the in fr as tructu re of a slate. But one of the most 
pressing ch a lleng es for the Palestinian feadershqi re¬ 
mains that of tariffing the internal opposition, both on 
the right and left of the main stream PLO. Arafat had 
during the past week been trying to draw to Ids tide 
credible Palestinians from both the occup ie d territories 
and the diaspora. For this he deserves to be commended. 
What Palestinians need now more than any time before is 
to rally behind then- leadership and lend support to the 
new authority in its awesome task. 

Even if Arafat and his colleagues have not gotten 
everythmg right so Ear, as critics strongly contend, what 
is needed now is for the whole Palestinian people to do 
their best and utmost to help transform the dream into 
reality and, along the road, to correct mistakes of the 
past. 

Elsewhere in the Arab World, people might not be as 
euphoric as thefr brethren in the West Bank and Gaza 
because they did not physically have to eadmv 27 years 
of brutal occupation. But Arabs have to rejoice when 
Palestinians have managed to rekindle hope m their 
cause and are moving towards freedom again. Refugees, 
whose plight has been relegated to fatal status negotia¬ 
tions, are still apprehensive. However, as He Majesty 
King Hussein pointed out on Wednesday, we stand folly 
behead our Palestinian brothers and sisters, and we wffl 
lend them afl the support that we can master. Not only 
that. We also look forward to the day when the 
Palesti n ia ns are finally free and when we together can 
shape a common destiny and future. 

The task ahead is enormous, and none of us can be 
overconfid e nt about the chances of total salvation. For 
the moment, however, we have to be hopefol that the 
Palestinians have started ou the road to liberation and 
prosperity. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily described Washington’s favourable 
response to Jordan’s demand of halting inspection of Aqaba- 
bound vessels as a victory for the Jordanian views which, the 
paper said, are just and legitimate. Though the American 
response does not folly cater to the requirements of the 
Jordanian demands, halting foe inspection is a very significant 
step becanse it facilitates navigation from and to Aqaba on tbe 
one hand and saves tbe Jordanian economy from a great deal 
of harm on tbe other, said the paper. Needless to say, tbe 
halting of the inspection of vessels represents a retreat from 
former hostile positions on tbe part of tbe enforcers of tbe 
sanctions on Iraq, added tbe paper. Halting tbe inspection is a 
necessary step to ensure Jordan’s return to tbe peace process 
as demanded by Jordan and a good and positive step on tbe 
part of tbe world community, which, the paper said, should 
now think about ways to compensate the Kingdom for the 
great injustice done to it as a result of the Gulf crisis and the 
imposition of the blockade. The paper said that it is hoped that 
the whole blockade imposed on tbe region would end so that 
regional tension can end and its people can direct their 
attention towards construction and progress. 

COUNTRIES whose regimes do not see eye to eye with tbe 
United States are considered by Washington as helping and 
encouraging world terrorism and these include Syria, Iraq, 
Libya, Sudan and Iran, all Arab or Muslim nations, according 
to Bassam Emoush, a columnist in A1 Ra’i daily. The writer 
said that it is foe United States which continues to condone 
Israel’s terrorist actions against the Arab countries in general 
and the Palestinians in particular. And by doing so, the United 
States is considered as the worst terrorist nation on earth. Not 
only does the United States offer mass destruction weapons to 
ti:e th 2 Jewish stele to kill Arabs, but it also protects the killers 
j at the United Nations Security Cbundl and other organisa¬ 
tions, be added. Recalling what he called America’s war or 
tenor against the Vietnamese people, the writer said that 
Washington continues to practice the worst kind of terrorism 
against the people of Iraq and the Muslim Nations at large by 
trying to starve the innocent population through the embargo. 
He said that the United States is practicing terrorism against 
the Arabs and Muslims in the name of the United Nations and 
within the framework of the so-called new world order. 


The message in the bridge theatrics 


] 


THE PROTRACTED delay in the entry of Palestinian 
policemen to Jericho was no coincidence; the Israelis wanted it 
that way, if only to teQ foe Palestinians and tbe world at large 
in clear terms that nothing has actually changed with the Sept. 
13 signing of the declaration of principles with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) in Washington and foe May 4 
agreement on modalities of autonomy in Cairo. The Palesti¬ 
nians remain captive to Israeli whims and fancies and the 
occupation army remains very much in control of thin^; this is 
the message that Israel wanted to impress upon everyone. 

For all practical and technical purposes, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign Minister Shimon Peres as 
well as a few others in the ruling cliche in the Jewish state 
appear to have a genuine desire for peace with foe Palestinians 
and the rest of Arab World. The motives and the terras that 
they seek may not be what ire had hoped for, but tbe fact 
remains that they do want a settlement with tbe Arabs. But 
that simply not enough. 

Since signing tbe landmark autonomy deal in Washington in 
September and notwithstanding the provisions for “final- 
status” negotiations. Israel has been sending very strong 
signals that self-rule could be an end in itself. Indeed, it would 
have been naive to expect otherwise, particularly in the case of 
a strong occupying power supported by some of tbe strongest 
powers in tbe world facing a militarily and economically weak 
people under occupation directed by a politically diluted 
leadership in diaspora. 

It was up to tbe Arab World to pick up foe challenge and 
shape things in a way that serves Arab Palestinian interests. It 
did not happen. 

History will not forgive the Arab World for having pushed 
foe Palestinians into a situation where they had no choice but 
to accept tbe dictates of their occupier. But that is an issue foe 
Arabs nave to live with themselves and it will also be naive to 
expect Israel not to exploit foe divisions in foe Arab World to 
advance its objectives. 

But, having forced tbe leadership of foe people under 
occupation into an uncertain equation, the Israeli leadership 
has a moral obligation to ensure that its actions are compatible 
with the requirements of an equitable process. 

Messrs. Rabin and Company have to realise that there are 
strong elements in the Israeli army, down to the second 
lieutenants and non-commissioned officers manning foe west¬ 
ern side of foe King Hussein Bridge, which are opposed to foe 


entire peace process and that they would like to do everything 
in their power, directly and indirectly, to throw a spanner in 
the works of the Israeli-Palestinian agreement. 

Despite its shortcomings, the agreement happens to be tbe 
most tangible breakthrough in the peace process, and Mr. 
Rabin, Mr. Peres and ail others who support it should 
appreciate that the simple signing of the accord was not 
enough, and that they should move on the ground to prepare 
their army and others to accept it. If they had done so in time, 
tbe 800 or so Palestinian policemen would not have been stuck 
at the Jordanian side of the King Hussein Bridge for six or 
seven days. 

For us here in Jordan, it is very painful to see foe vanguard 
of a Palestinian security force propelled into a situation where 
it had no choice but to go through the loops and jumps 
designed by the Israeli army. 

Obviously, the main objective of foe Israelis in posing one 
hurdle after another to delay the entry of tbe policemen 
through the bridge was to break foe spirits of the proud men. 
Tbe Palestine Liberation Army (PLA) soldiers have fought 
wars to liberate their land and have always held their head 
high as professional soldiers regardless of foe setbacks they 
suffered as a result of tbe ambitions of their political leaders. 
They are no less professional than their Israeli counterparts 
across foe river. If anything, they are a notch better; they have 
not indulged in breaking foe bones of innocent civilians or 
torturing children. 

Tbe Israeli leaders are mistaken if they think that tbe 
humiliation that tbe police force had to suffer at the bridge will 
indeed serve their objective. At this point in time, they happen 
to have an upper band in terms of military strength and mighty 
high-tech weapons, but the human spirit and yearning to live 
in freedom is mightier. 

ITte ’‘technicalities" that foe Israelis cited as the reason for 
not allowing in foe policemen across foe bridge are nothing but 
a smokescreen and a pressure point on PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. They have said as much in direct and indirect terms. 

From what we could see from our vantage point, there is an 
ironical twist in foe whole process. It is obvious that it is as 
much as in foe interest of tbe so-called peaceloving Israeli 
leadership as that of the leadership of foe PLO to see tbe 
process launched with the signing of foe May 4 accord get 
ahead as smoothly as possible. On foe other hand, tbe Israeli 
approach to the “technicalities'’ of foe process appears to be 
dearly designed to undermine the confidence of the Palesti¬ 


nian people in tbeir leadership. . 

TTieferaeli demand that Mr. Arafat nominate his auton¬ 
omy cabinet" before the policemen enter Jendro bassenta 
dear message to the Palestinians at large that Israel is living op 


loosening it. - 

No matter how anyone looks at it, the terms and provisions 
of the Cairo agreement and the Paris accord on economic ties 
give Israel tbe final say in running foe autonomy in all its 
aspects. It strengthens the theory that autonomous Jericho and 
Gazaare designed to be, in the Israeli view, a parallel to foe 
“security rone” that the Jewish state maintains in South 
Lebanon and Mr. Arafat is destined to be another Antoine 
Lahd and the Palestinian police force another South Lebanon 


The experience of the policemen camped at the King 
Hussein Bridge since Sunday shakes out hopes that our 
brethren across the River Jordan are on the threshold of a new 
era of freedom and an end to tbeir suffering under occupation 
might be ill-founded. 

At this point in history, Israel, by virtue of its occupation, 
supported by some of foe most sophisticated war and military 
machinery and foe political leadership of the world’s sole 
superpower, is in a position to call the shots. No doubt, it will 
seek to continue to do so in every aspect of Palestinian 


autonomy m the days to come. _ 

Instead of advancing prospects for a just, comprehensive 
and durable settlement to the problem based on land in . 
exchange for peace in the final status negotiations in two or 
three years, Israel will only be perpetuating and legitimising its 
occupation of the land. 

By scrambling tbe rituation in foe ground, Israel will be 
doing no thin g but setting things in such a way that liberation 
and independence of foe Palestinians become nothing but a 
distant dream. 


For us in Jordan, it adds to our pains and misgivings over tbe 
whole process. As a country and people, we supported and 
went along with tbe decision of tbe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation as tbe decision of foe sole legitimate representa¬ 
tive of tbe Pales tinian people. We still do and wQl continue to 
do so. But our agony turns more bitter when we see the 
Palestinian leadership being slapped down with one fait 
accompli after another. 



THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Yemenis should silence the guns 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 

THE CONFLICT in Yemen 
was given prominence by the 
local press in the past week. 
Questions related to the 
peace process and the 
Palestinian-Israeli agreement 
as well as domestic affairs 
were also covered. 

War is not foe way to 
protect unity, and the Yeme¬ 
ni leaders should realise this 
fact and should hear it from 
the masses, said Taher Af 
Adwan, a columnist in A1 
Dustour. The Yemeni people 
have been united before the 
unity of three years ago, and 
their destiny and aspirations 
have been foe same without 
the formal political move to 
unite the two sides, said the 
writer. He said through 
peace, the two sides can 
progress and through dia¬ 
logue can build a political 
entity acceptable to tbe two 
sides. Tbe present war, he 
added, can only shake the 
Arab masses’ capability to 
create any unity among tbeir 
states in the future. 

His views were echoed by 
Saleh A1 Qailab, another wri¬ 
ter in A1 Dustour, who said 
unity should not be created 
through force and tbe use of 
arms. When Syria chose to 
aid its unity with Egypt, 
Cairo did not resort to war to 
retain foe unity of tbe United 
Arab Republic, said the wri¬ 
ter. Unity between two 
states, be added, can never 
be formed with force and 
coercion as such practices 
would only backfire later on 
as we can see in Yemen 
today. 

The war in Yemen has 
shattered tbe dreams of the 
Arab masses in unity and will 
no doubt deter Arabs from 
discussing any form of mer¬ 
ger in tbe future, said Sultan 
A1 Hattab in AJ Ra’i. The 
writer said that it is disgusting 

to see tbe Yemeni leaders at 

one other’s throats after sign¬ 
ing tbeir reconciliation agree¬ 
ment in Amman with their 


own free will. What is tbe use 
of raising slogan of unity by 
mere words and destroying 
this unity after it has mater¬ 
ialised through shameful 
(feeds, asked tbe writer. Arab 
leaders, be said, should real¬ 
ise that tbeir masses cannot 
from now on be deceived 
with bright slogans and that 
unity can never come about 
with guns and rockets. 

In the view of Fakhri 
Saleh, a columnist in A1 Dus¬ 
tour, the Yemeni issue can 
crop up any time in any other 
Arab society and country. He 
said that in Yemen, as in 
many other Arab states, the 
institutions have been set up 
on tbe tribal basts 

and not on modern civil 
concepts. He said that both 


waning factions in Yemen 
have been able to reach pow¬ 
er by support they got from 
their tribal friends and allies 
who, he said, are responsible 
for triggering the war. 

Echoing similar views, 
Mahmoud Rimawi, a writer 
in A1 Ra’i, said that the war 
in Yemen is a catastrophe for 
the Arab Nation, and has 
proved that foe worst ene¬ 
mies of the Arabs are the 
Arabs themselves. Tbe writer 
said that the devastating war 
in Yemen can enhance no 
unity between the north and 
foe south nor can it achieve 
the national aspirations of the 
Yemeni people. 

Tbe war in Yemen reflects 
the political bankruptcy of 


foe leaders in foe north and 
south of foe country alike, 
said Mohammad Masalha, a 
columnist in Sawt A1 Shaab. 
The writer said that former 
attempts of unity between 
Jordan and Iraq, Syria and 
Egypt, Egypt, Syria and 
Libya all ended without foe 
resort to war or civil strife 
even the unity between tbe 
two banks of tbe Jordan Riv¬ 
er ended legally at least with¬ 
out any disturbances, he 
added. Tbe Yemeni leaders, 
be said, should have given 
themselves more time for dia¬ 
logue and should have discus¬ 
sed tbe situation at hand be¬ 
fore even starting a war of 
words. 

The war in Yemen, said 
Mohammad Kawash in A1 


Dustour, is foe making of 
certain Arab countries which 
do not wish to see the country 
united any more. The writer 
.said that certain Arab states 
which have been dissatisfied 
by Yemen’s stand during the 
Golf crisis are now stirring 
trouble for its leaders and 
fuelling foe conflict. He said 
that though unity should be 
preserved at all costs, the 
Yemeni leaders can still re¬ 
treat from their present posi¬ 
tion and opt for dialogue to 
ensure that goal. 

Commenting on the' Cairo 
agreement by the Palestinian 
and Israeli leaders, Taher 
Adwan, a columnist in A1 
Dustour, said that the Arab 
masses are convinced that the 


Oslo (teal was meant as a 
transitional move helping the 
Pales tinians to embark on the 
first step towards fulfilling 
their national dream. He said 
that Jordan and tbe other 
Arab states ought to back foe 
Palestinians, who are now 
assuming self-rule and li¬ 
mited freedom. What is re¬ 
quired in tbe end is tbe full 
implementation of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
242 but at foe moment die 
Palestinians require all foe 
backing they can get.* 

Sultan A1 Hattab echoed 
foe view by saying the one 
thousand mile trip starts with 
'a-little step'. The ectfnnmist, 
who writes for A1 Ra’i, said 
that foe Palestinians who ar¬ 
rived in Gaza and Jericho win 
be waiting for real backing 
from their Arab kinsmen in 
Jordan and other Arab 
states. The road to fall inde¬ 
pendence and statehood is 
long, he said, but there is 
need for tbe Pales tinians to 
get support in order to reach 
tbe end of tins road. 

Fahd A1 Fanek, a col¬ 
umnist in A1 Ra’i, came out 
in full opposition to the gov¬ 
ernment’s recent measures 
that facilitate the travel 
across tbe bridges of tbe Riv¬ 
er Jordan. Nothing happened 
to justify the new measures 
which, he said, are bound to 
ease matters for Israel and 
not for the Palestinians. The 
writer said that with tbe pre¬ 
sence of huge masses of 
Palestinian population in the 
occupied Arab lands, particu¬ 
larly in Gaza, the burden mi 
Israel becomes great and tbe 
Israeli leaders would be 
forced to try to find a solu¬ 
tion. He said that the govern¬ 
ment, while realising the 
pfight of the Palestinians^’ 
under occupation, should not 
make foe matter easy for the 
Israelis by belping the 
Palestinians to come and set¬ 
tle in tbe East Bank. The 
measures are wrong and 
should be rescinded, said the 
writer. 


By G.H. Jansen 

JERUSALEM — "This is not 
it," was how one Palestinian 
sadly dismissed what should 
have been foe joyous culmina¬ 
tion the long natkmal libera¬ 
tion struggle of the Pales tinian 
people, mi foe day of the sign¬ 
ing in Cairo of the Israei-PLO 
autonomy agreement. That 
negative reaction was part of 
tbe widespread feeling. De¬ 
spite foe rhetoric from Cairo, 
the Cairo deal brought no 
“new dawn", no “new era”. 

Indeed, observing events in 
Cairo and the vainglorious 
reaction to them by outsiders, 
as “a new dawn of a new era”, 
and watching the very different 
events on foe ground on tbe 
West Bank and the very diffe¬ 
rent reactions to them of local 
people was like having double 
vision. 

But even while sunk in their 
gloom, Palestinians shared in 
foe joy of tbe people of South 
Africa, the last territory in 
Africa to achieve majority 
rule. “But then”, said tbe same 
Palestinian, “(PLO leader 
Yasser) Arafat is DO (Nelson) 
Mandela”; and by the same 
token Israeli Prime Minister 
Y’ zhak Rabin is no F.W. de 
Klerk (president of South Afri¬ 
ca)". South Africa was just 


Why Palestinians were not joyful 


extraordinarily lucky to throw 
up two bra men precisely when 
it needed them. 

That is why tbe South Afri¬ 
can struggle has ended in vic¬ 
tory and that of the Palesti¬ 
nians is, at most, semi-victory, 
or, more accurately, semi- 
defeat. 

Apart from the tremendous 
gap in leaderships, one other 
reason for the Palestinian- 
South African differences is 
that the present leader of the 

Palestinian struggle was in a 
desperate hurry to get an 
agreement, any sort of agree¬ 
ment, because be wanted to go 
home as a victor, and also 
because tbe Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (PLO) was 
bankrupt and tbe sooner it got 
a settlement foe sooner it 
would receive tbe very large 
sums of money it has been 
promised. 

What informed and intelli¬ 
gent Palestinians are particu¬ 
larly afraid of is that the lead¬ 
ership of the “inside 7 ' that has 
emerged'from tbe intifada is, 
as promised by Mr. Arafat, 
going to be replaced by a new 
leadership from “outside”, 


from the PLO headquarters in 
Tunis. 

And there is this fear not 
only because these persons 
could be tainted with tbe cor¬ 
ruption that has generally per¬ 
vaded the Tunis operation, but 
also becanse these 
Palestinians-in-exfle have no 
experience of living in a civil 
society like that in which 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories have lived, despite 
its limitations. 

Another reason for fear is 
that tbe agreement, painsta¬ 
kingly drafted and 200 pages 
long, blocks every possibility 
for the local autonomy 
arrangement to develop into 
an independent state, which is 
what every Palestinian really 
wants. 

A proof that the PLO does 
not understand this feeling of 
its people is that there is 
already talk that the election to 
be held for foe new Palestinian 
authority, which was planned 
for July, is to be postponed till 
October. Suspicions and an¬ 
xious minds see that as a possi¬ 
ble first step towards the im¬ 
position by Mr. Arafat of an 


incipient or not-so-incipient 
dictatorship of his own Fateh 
faction of foe PLO. There 
were already muttering? about 
“foe Fateh thugs”, little won¬ 
der, then, that leading Palesti¬ 
nian figures are backing away 
from serving in the interim 
Palestinian authority which, as 
usual hitherto, is to be nomin¬ 
ated by Mr. Arafat. 

What only fuels the genuine 
worry over the PLO’s almost 
complete lack of preparedness 
for its takeover from foe Israeli 
military authorities, as well as 
its inexperience, is that these 
worries are airily dismissed by 
Mr. Arafat with a remark like, 
“I ruled Lebanon from Fakha- 
ni” (a Palestinian district in 
Beirut), which only shows bow 
for from reality his thinking, 
and his memory, are. This cor¬ 
respondent was in Beirut in 
1976 when, at tbe request of 
tbe coalition of Nassentes and 
Socialists then in power in 
West Beirut, the PLO assumed 
charge of an area of West 
Beirut, not of’’Lebanon”. But 
in a matter of weeks, the PLO 
administration collapsed in 
confusion because of inexperi¬ 


ence, corruption and favourit¬ 
ism; precisely the dangers fac¬ 
ing foe PLO in tbe two auton¬ 
omous areas of Gaza and 
Jericho. 

While these areas have been 
criticised as being mere "ban- 
tustans”, it is also being 
pointed out that they are not 
even bantustans, which had 
wider powers than those 
granted to Gaza-Jericbo. Be¬ 
cause of their ‘’autonomy”, 
daily life for people living in 
than is now more difficult than 
before. Becanse, for example, 
peisons leaving them to go 
anywhere else now have to 
obtain not just one permit 
from the Israelis but aim a 
second one from the auton¬ 
omous regime. 

_ What tbe West Bankers par¬ 
ticularly and urgently want the 
PLO to do is not so much to 
establish an autonomous admi¬ 
nistration but to get the Israelis 
to lift the “closure” imposed 
on the territories winch cuts 
them off from the markets, 
offices, hospitals, schools and 
places of worship in Jerusalem 
foe future capital of an inde- 


The suspicion is growing that 
foe “closure”, particularly as it 
affects Jerusalem, is not aimed 
at increasing Israeli “security” 
but at quietly absorbing Jeru¬ 
salem into Israel so that it wifl 

regain exclusively foe Israeli 
capital, in defiance of several 
U.N. resolutions. Some PLO 
leaders are threate ning that if 
the “closure” is maintained, 
foe resentment against the 
hardship it creates could bring 
about foe collapse of the whole 
tsraeli-Palestine agreement. 
That would be welcome to the 
majority of Pafestinuu& but 
probably not at tbe price of 
continued “dosurc.” ' - 

Because bitterness against 
the very partial agreements 
reached by Mr. Arafat and his 
team is running high and 
strong Jt came as no surprise 
to hear* leading personality in 
^aza say of Mr. Arafat that 
5? ^^tioian, heisnpt 
a Muslim”. A comprehensive ■ 
coni[ *‘8 n condemnation. 
And as another politically 
Pjjopwnt Palestinian put it, 
"foe moment foe first stone 
fote Mr. Arafat’s car when he 
rcfoms, he will be stripped of 
ms charismatic leadership; and 
there will be more than one 
_stone." 
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(Continued from 3) 
tried to decipher these 
visually — not only 
what they mean as language 
but their geometric power.” 

Turning to the nig matching 

it, designed in tan, fuchsia and 
Hue by Nuha Mansour, he 
wen t on : “This mg has amaz¬ 
ing complex shapes. Normally 
flat weaving lends itself to 
hrian^es, squares and stripes, 
pot here we have the most 
intricate work. It’s interesting 
to see how all these artists and 
designers have tried to push 
die weavinetechnique beyond 
its limits. The width of the 
carpet is also limited. It was a 
challenge for them, to work 
with the medium.” 

As former production mana¬ 
ger and now the designer of the 
Bani Hamida project. Noha 
Mansour learned five years ago 
how to design and execute rugs 
on the job, and many of the 
other designs in the exhibition 
are hers. She and Dina Shafa- 
quoj, the engineer who helps 
coordinate production, worked 
closely with the women on the 
mountain in the execution of 
the artists’ designs. 

- “Nawal Abdallah is very 
^muefa into composition," Mr. 

Khammash continued in his 
tour of the exhibition. She 
composes with a grid and has 
very successfully translated it 
from her two acrylic paintings 
into woven pieces. They are 
visual games. In every window 
is a different picture to look at. 
It's a play between order and 
chaos. 

“Reham Gbassib is a story¬ 
teller. Her paintings were done 
especially for this event. She 
uses watercolours like tooth- 
. paste in a veiy distinctive way 
that is full of spirit and very 

■ powerful. She likes b rillian t 

■ colours and life — the loom, a 
woman spinning, a cat.” 

“She works free from rales,” 
he said pointing to her 
I Breugel-like scenes of bedouin 
; women’s life. 

He turned the corner to a 
display by Samer Tabaa’. 
“Samer is a sculptor. (His 
work) deals with mass and 
physical matter. Artists work 
! with surfaces. Samer deals with 
wool as another element pro- 

- vided by nature to be shaped. 
So his rug — a black and red 
grid on white entitled “Check¬ 
mate” — appears like an 
architectural sculpture in the 

I same way bis-two pai n tin g s.of 
* graphite lines interwoven in 
grids, too. While Reham’s 
work is a detailed personal 


Artists bring cottage industry to new plateaus 
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rendering of human behaviour, 
Samer's is a research of 
mathematics on how we can 
use wool and graphite to shape 
and weave." 

“Texture and colour are the 
keys to Khaled Khreis’ paint- 
mgs. He uses calligraphy in a 
way that some lines sink into 
paper and others come out and 
are thus woven in and out like 
a rug- His paintings are often 
monochromatic, so it was natu¬ 
ral for him to do the same in 
his designs for rugs." 

Looking at Mona Saoudi’s 
bright runners, Mr. Kham- 
mash continued his commen¬ 
tary: “Mona again is a sculptor 
who deals with two dimen¬ 
sions. Her work, whether in 
marble, wool or ink. is geomet¬ 
ric, emphasising strong lines. 
Her compositions are visually 
-balanced. 

"Fo'ad has worked in 
fashion design. He has an 
awareness of fabric. And as a 
TV producer, he’s a colourist, 
as can be seen in these collages 
and water colours. His rug (in 
blue, pale yellow, red and 
brown with matching cushions! 
is composed like the "abaya” 
— rhe cloak of a desert 
shepherd in colours washed by 
the sun.” 

Coming to a large peach and 
pale green rug designed by 
Dodi Tabaa', he took up his 
analysis. "Dodi is a pattermst. 
In dealing with patterns, she 
has a great ability to execute 
applied art and to shift a motif 
from a painting to a rug. There 
is a lot of power and energy in 
the way she handled all those 
matching motifs and colours in 
a single carpet. It looks like an 
archive of Jordan with its 
camels, pottery and palm 
trees.” A graphic artist when 
she first came to Jordan from 
Bangladesh, she also produced 
the colourful designer T-shirts 
on sale that depict clowns 
wearing seven different Bani 
Hamida rugs. 

Another expatriate wife 
married to a Jordanian is 
Dzehva Khatib. Fifteen years 
ago she came here from Bosnia 
and has recently been joined 
by her family. In a separate 
room, her large rag woven in 
eight sections in rustic colours 
has been very popular with 
visitors. Nearby is a unique 
wall hanging designed by 
Lama Azar in black, beige, 
gray and off-white that goes 
well with a ceramic lamp by 
Hazetn Zn’bi. 

“Maha Abu Ayyash’s sculp¬ 
ture is anthropological and a 


bit surrealistic,” Mr. Kham¬ 
mash said: “Her strong 
peasant woman in brick- 
coloured clay the former and 
her palm reading in metal the 
latter.” She designed a targe 
cushion and matching rugs 
with an attractive diamond 
motif. 

Noelle Shawa, now in Lon¬ 
don where some of her work is 
on exhibit, has embellished her 
paintings with large wool tas¬ 
sels to emphasise texture. 
“Her paintings look like fres¬ 
coes weathered over time, the 
colours are so close together in 
tone," Mr. Khammash 
noticed. “They are cubical 
with strong emphasis on line. If 
you took at her carpets, they 
are the same." 

Samia Halaby sent her de¬ 
signs from New York City, 
where she resides. They are on 
display with a large modem 
painting. 

A very am-active large wall 
hanging in peach, turquoise 
and acqua was designed by 
three women in Bani Hamida. 

Mr. Khammash — artist and 
architect — brought metal 
furniture he has been designing 
that is all the rage in town. His 
bookshelf, tall vase stands and 
marble-topped tables are 
accompanied by six delightful 
paintings on small pieces of 
wood he usually uses in the top 
of the vase stands furniture. 
"These are scenes in my office 
which 1 paint when i can’t get 
out, to keep up my painting." 
he confided. The bedouin 
woman who did his match box 
would probably have liked his 
paintings more than his 
cushion. 

The Jordan River Designs 
exhibition is also not to be 
missed. Elegantly displayed in 
the brand new villa of Ghaleb 
Zuweideh and his wife Nora 
Bisharat, its novelty, according 
to interior desgner Marcelle 
Naber, is the new spring col¬ 
ours. Samira Othman, mana¬ 
ger of the quilt project for five 
years, has put together a re¬ 
freshing selection of new col¬ 
our combinations that must be 
seen by anyone building a 
house requiring new bedroom 
furnishings or by those plan¬ 
ning marriage soon. 

The room of cotton bedcov¬ 
ers and cushions is a new fea¬ 
ture for the more practically 
minded. Until now the fabrics 
used were more (watered silk), 
hand-woven Syrian “saya” fab¬ 
ric and traditional black 
“tubet" cotton. 

There is a new elaborate 


quilt in blue, lavender and pale 
yellow Samira calls "Jabal Al 
Nar," and the bedroom collec¬ 
tion in petroleum blue, brick 
and teal sent to Paris last fall is 
much in demand in Jordan. 

Displaying the quilts are uni¬ 
que beds by Salim Bandak 
whose metal furniture is 
flourishing through bis work 
with this project and Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre 
(JDTC) at the Noor-Al Hus¬ 
sein Foundation. 

The wall hangings continue 
to be favourites. The large 
night village scene — also done 
in pastels for daytime — is 
featured in the new Insight 
guidebook coming out on Jor¬ 
dan. Picture frames, that 
match the quilts and village 
scenes, are available in many 
different colours. 

Shirts of jeans fabric from 
the CJC clothing factory are 
embroidered in myriad de¬ 
signs. One of the beachbags, 
on display in new colours, was 
a hot item in the Osaka exhibi¬ 
tion in Japan this month, in 
which Jordan River Designs 
and the weaving project par¬ 
ticipated through JEDCO. 

“The new Ahliya — 
Arabella Superstores are 
featuring many of oar products 
for its opening, which gives a 
wonderful boost to this pro¬ 
ject.” said Hana Shahin, the 
project manager. 

The two exhibitions show a 
flair and spirit that have cul¬ 
minated in years of bard work 
by teams of Jordanian women 
— both rural and urban, edu¬ 
cated and illiterate — who 
have grown and matured as the 
have worked together to de¬ 
velop these Save the Children 
projects, which have provided 
a training ground for many 
women in managing income 
generation projects. 

A recent survey by anthro¬ 
pologist Lisa McCann found 
that weaving project partici¬ 
pants contribute some 40 per 
cent of household income and 
embroidrey project women 30 
per cent on average. The weav¬ 
ing project has generated 
$895,201 and Jordan River De¬ 
signs, begun later, $406,745 in 
wages to low income women 
who have few chances to find 
continuous, part-time, paid 
employment that allows them 
to stay home with their chil¬ 
dren, run their households and 
do their agricultural chores at 
the same time. 

All proceeds from sales go to 
wages and other project ex¬ 
penses. 
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Police get heroes’ welcome 


(Continued from page 1) 


had been expected since Sun¬ 
day and rumours were abun¬ 
dant every day about their 
imminent arrival. 

Bat to the surprise of most 
Jericho residents, it was the 
mostly members of toe former¬ 
ly Iraq-based Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Army's (PLA) Al Aasa 
Brigades who entered Jericho 
and not members of the 
Jordan-based Bader Brigades. 
Three hundred members of the 
Bader Brigades were trans¬ 
ported along a road outside the 
Jericho perimeters to the Gaza 
Strip late Thursday night. But 
only about 450 of the PNSF 
members entering Jericho 
were members of the Aqsa and 
the rest belonged to Bader. 

The Israeli army, which pat¬ 
rolled Jericho by endless heli¬ 
copter flights all day Thursday 
Tvrri<. 


and early Friday, did its best to 


keep the Palestinian popula¬ 
tion far away and widely dis¬ 
persed from the PNSF mem¬ 
bers entering the Jericho and 
Gaza districts. 

The first batch of PNSF 
members to enter Jericho did 
so late Thursday evening. They 
were greeted by some X)0 resi¬ 
dents of the hot and dusty 
Jordan Valley town at the 
Arab Development Society on 
the outer edge of town. 

A buffet dinner had been 
prepared for the first 23 offic¬ 
ers to enter Jericho in what was 
the first sight of Palestinians in 
arms for most people in 
Jericho. Over half of the en¬ 
clave’s 17,000 residents are 
under the age of 18. 

In tbe dawn hours of Friday, 
62 more officers followed the 
23 and another 377 entered by 
10 a.m. 


Preoccupations delay accord 


(Cantimied from page J) 
Saturday, shortly after the ex¬ 
pected release of the details of 
the document. 

Under the agreements, the 
committee, which will be 
headed on the Jordanian side 
by the deputy governor of the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
and on the Palestinian side by 
the deputy governor’s counter¬ 
part from the Palestinian Eco¬ 
nomic Council for Develop¬ 
ment and Reconstruction 
(PECDAR), will monitor and 
control banking and currency 
affairs in the occupied territor¬ 
ies. 

Jordanian banks which have 
already been licensed by tbe 
CBJ to reopen their branches 
in tbe occupied territories trill 
also come under the commit¬ 
tee’s control and supervision. 
All future applications for 
licensing will be dealt with by 
the committee. 

Tbe sources said Jordan had. 
expressed reservations over a 
no ceiling, free-trade arrange¬ 
ment between the Kingdom 
and the autonomous territories 
and but then dropped its re¬ 
servations. Tbe Kingdom had 
suggested a $300 million ceiling 
for trade, but the PLO could 
not meet that volume because 
of the Israeli-imposed curbs in 
die Paris agreement. 


ing its 
Palestine 


“We decided to keep trade 
open-ended in the initial 
stage," said tbe Jordanian 
source. “We hope to develop it 
further as we go along further 
in our economic cooperation.” 

There were no formal meet¬ 
ings on Thursday. Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and the King’s advisors held 
talks with tbe PLO delegation. 
No details were available on 
the discussions. 

“We have forwarded the 
agreements to the PLO Execu¬ 
tive Committee and are await- 
its response," said the 
tinian source. “We hope 
to receive the committee’s en-' 
dorsement anytime now.” 

“Hopefully, we could wind 
up the meetings early Saturday 
and release the details,” added 
the source. 

The self-rule authority will 
use the Jordanian dinar in all 
its dealing, tbe source said. 

“The dinar will be the main 
currency in circulation in 
autonomous territories as well 
as the rest of the occupied 
lands,” said the source. 

All other currencies, includ¬ 
ing tbe Israeli shekel, will also 
be used, added the source. 

Tbe Paris agreement states 
that the shekel will be “a legal 
tender” in the autonomous ter¬ 
ritories. 


Israelis leave Gaza, Jericho 


*ai 


(Continued from page I) 
from tbe Al Aqsa Brigade said. 

Mahmoud Musalam, 27, 
born in Kuwait of a Jericho 
family, was among the 700- 
poHcemen arriving Friday. 

“I have never been in my 
hometown Jericho before," he 
said. ’This gives me hope of a 
bright future, I will do my best 
to cooperate and serve my 
le” 

leanwhile, Israel com¬ 
pleted a redeployment from all 
tiie southern Gaza Scrip, apart 
from Jewish settlements which 
remain under army protection. 

“Everything south of the riv¬ 
er is in the hands of the Palesti¬ 
nian police," a senior Israeli 
military official said. Tbe river, 
Wadi Gaza, cuts across the 
Strip south of the Jewish settle¬ 
ment of Netzarim. 

During the night security in¬ 
stallations were evacuated at 
Khan Yunis, tbe last town in 
tbe south to be evacuated fol¬ 
lowing Deir Al Balah, Boreij, 
Nnsseirat and Rafah. 

Facilities in Gaza City were 


to be handed over Sunday and 
transfer of authority wrapped 
up on Wednesday. 

■ Unlike the over-crowded 
Strip, population nearly 
800,MO, the Jericho police wq 
mn a quiet oasis known as tin 
world’s oldest and lowest town 
at 250 metres below sea level. 

Palestinian officials sai 
more than 1,600 soldiers ■ 
so far poured in to Jeri-F 
the Gaza Strip. 

A total of 9,000 ar. m 
deployed across Gaz^ •*.! 
Jericho, most drawn fron 
PLA, and named the Pal 
□ian National Security Fen 1 
About 1,500 will be deplc ^ 
in Jericho. 

“Yes, we’re alrea- . 

to direct traffi 
Mahmoud Yussef, 
who stood in the m. 

Jericho road, shakh -J- 
and embracing well ... ers 
amid long lines of can. 

“We will work day ...:d 
night, all the time. We 
need to sleep, we feel ifstiti 
now that we are in our fat’d.*. 


Yemen’s armies fight on 


(Continued from page 1) 
through southern defences. 

Despite the claims and 
counter-claims, nobody here 
doubted that Dalea and its 
7,000 residents had been dealt 
a severe blow, amid reports 
that the town’s hospital had 
been evacuated. 

Some 70 villagers also ar¬ 
rived Thursday in Aden from 
Al Uwaraah, freeing shelling. 

They have been temporarily 
housed in a school in an Aden 
suburb, where the first 
eme rgen cy was the birth of a 


aby boy. 
The mo 


mother Hamida sat on 
the floor of an unfurnished 
classroom surrounded by other 
women, her eyes saddened and 
troubled by fears for the fu¬ 
ture. 

Only her husband remained 
with the women, the other men 
having left to attend friday 
prayers in the mosques or to 
search for an empty apartment 
to squat in, rather than the 
camp offer by the local gov¬ 
ernor. 

Supplies of vegetable oQ, 
sugar, a sack of Indian rice and 
soap powder provided by the 


southern authorities were 
stacked in a corner of the 
schoolyard. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said Thursday be saw 
no hope of a quick end to the 
war in Yemen even if northern 
forces entered Aden. 

He was speaking in an inter¬ 
view with tbe Arabic service of 
Radio Monte Carlo, the Egyp¬ 
tian government newspaper Al 
Abram reported. 

Mr. Mubarak said that by 
resorting to force Yemeni lead¬ 
ers were setting the scene for. 
chronic vendettas. 

Most of his criticism seemed 
to be directed at the north¬ 
erners, who have refused 
mediation and have vowed to 
crash what they say is a rebel¬ 
lion by southern secessionists. 

“Northern forces reaching 
Aden would not mean a solu¬ 
tion to the problem... war will 
not ensure unity, on the con- 
■ trary, it will be an incitement 
to secession," he said. 

“Entering Aden would 
mean occupation... they 
(Yemeni leaders) are assuring 
me that tbe matter will end but 
in fact I do not see any hope.” 
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Africa sets up bank in 
campaign to boost trade 


NAIROBI (R) - Africa is 
launching a campaign to prom¬ 
ote trade and woo back inves- 
tired of the continent's 
iicmingjy endless political and 
- 5 c woes, and invest- 
mer. ; nk official said Friday. 

T.v. African Development 
.bii -j ^AKDB) will set the cam- 
in motion next Septem- 
s :■ with the opening of the 
African Export-Import Bank 
(Af^ximbank). 

Tiit AfDB, Africa’s top in- 
vestn^. nstitution, will ran 
the . 7 ^ . ank as a subsidiary 
zn; ith promoting intra- 
Af:i ... jade, strengthening 
tra'X ance institutions and 
boesfc; ^ external trade and 
winning foreign investment. 

“As the only specialised re¬ 
gional trade finance institu¬ 
tion . the bank will bring about 
sustained economic growth 
and will contribute to regional 
intention of our cotitinent,’’ 
Au-eximbank President Christ¬ 
opher Edordu said in Nairobi. 

He was speaking to repor¬ 
ters on the sidelines of the 
AFDB's annual general meet¬ 
ing. 

“Our greatest challenge is to 
transform the bank from a 
nascent to an effective and 
viable vehicle for promoting 
intra and extra African trade 
from their present low levels," 
Mr. Edordu said of the new 
bank to be based in Egypt. 

Africa's share of world trade 
now stands at two per cent. 

Afreximbank will have com¬ 
bined shareholding from Afri¬ 
can governments, tbetr central 


banks, financial institutions 
and private investors from 
within and outside Africa, Mr. 
Edordu added. 

Shareholders held their first 
meeting in Nigeria last Octo¬ 
ber after the bank was set op 
with authorised capital of up to 
$750 million. 

Up to 35 per cent of equity 
or $262.5 million is held by 
class “A” shareholders com¬ 
prising African states, regional 
and sub-regional African in¬ 
stitutions. 

Some 40 per cent or $300 
million is held by dass “B” 
shareholders, consisting of 
African public and private 
banks and financial institutions 
and public and private inves¬ 
tors. 

Another 25 per cent of 
$187.5 millioD is for dass “C” 
shareholders, consisting of in¬ 
ternational financial institu¬ 
tions and economic organisa¬ 
tions and non-African banks, 
financial institutions and public 
and private investors. 

As of April 30, a total of 29 
African countries had signed 
the agreement establishing the 
bank and so far 12 countries 
and three multinational institu¬ 
tions have ratified the agree¬ 
ment and deposited their in¬ 
struments of ratification, Mr. 
Edordu said. 

The operational objectives 
of the bank wiD be to: 

— Extend direct credit to 
eligible African exporters by 
providing pre- and post- 
shipment finance, to extend 
short-term credit and medium- 


term loans to African expor¬ 
ters and importers. 

— Promote and finance 
intra-African trade, non- 
traditional exports, finance im¬ 
ports needed for export de¬ 
velopment such as spares and 
raw materials promote and 
provide insurance covering 
commercial and non¬ 
commercial risks associated 
with African exports. 

— Promote and finance 
South-South trade between 
African and other countries. 

On Thursday, African coun¬ 
tries and aid donors failed to 
agree on replenishing the soft 
loan fund of the AFDB. 

In talks that ended late 
Thursday, the two sides came 
dose Co agreement on a reple¬ 
nishment worth 1.9 billion 
AFDB units of account 
(U.A.), or around $2.6 billion, 
sources said._ 

But there was no agreement 
on which African states should 
be able to borrow from the 
bank, and which should be 
eligible only for the interest- 
free loans from the African 

Development Fund. 

“No decision has been set 
yet But there will be another 
meeting, probably in early 
July, presumably in Abidjan,” 
a senior delegate from one 
European country said. 

The AFDB headquarters is 
in Abidjan. 

Donor countries are alarmed 
at die mounting arrears on 
loans from the bank, totalling 
more than $700 million. 


Congress 
passes 
Clinton 
$1.5 trillion 
budget 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton’s $1.5 trillion 
spending plan for fiscal 1995 
won final approval in Congress 
Friday with a 53-46 vote in the 
Senate, putting the country's 
budget deficit on a downward 
path. 

"For the first time since Har¬ 
ry Truman was president there 
will be three years m a row of 
declining deficits,'' said Senate 
Budget Committee member 
Jim Sasser, a Tennessee 
Democrat. 

The budget projects re¬ 
venues of $1,338 trillion, 
spending of $1,513 trillion. The 
difference between the two is 
the deficit, $175 billion. 

The measure passed the 
House of Representatives ear¬ 
lier this month. It does not 
need a presidential signature, 
because it sets the outline for 
Congress as H makes final deci¬ 
sions on government spending 
for fiscal 1995 starting Oct. 1. 

The biggest ticket items in 
the budget are social security 
at $337 billion, defence at $271 
billion, interest at $213 billion 
and medicare at $161 billion. 

The measure includes $13 
billion reduction over five 
years in spending caps on dis¬ 
cretion ary spending, starting 
with a $540 million reduction 
in fiscal 1995. 


PRIZES FOR YOUNG 
JORDANIAN SCIENTISTS 

“Trying Is Winning” 

Working towards enhancing scientific manpower in Jordan, prizes for 
young scientists are now granted for Jordanians by the Third World 
Academy of Sciences (TWAS) in collaboration with the Royal Scientific 
Society. Submission for these prizes is open till October 1994. 
Prizes are awarded every year rotating among three fields of pure 
science: bioiogy, mathematics and physics. Young Jordanian 
scientists are now invited to apply for the TWAS prize which 
amounts to $2,000. 

So, if you are a Jordanian, resident in Jordan, and of age not 
exceeding 40 years, we will be glad to receive your contribution in any 
of the three fields specified above, taking into consideration that 
submission is open till October 1994. We are ready to provide you with 
any additional information about the rules & mechanism of submission. 
Interested applicants are kindly requested to contact Mrs. Majd 
Khayyat at the following address: 

The TWAS Unit 

Royal Scientific Society 

P.O.Box 925819 

Amman - Jordan 

Fax: 844806 — Tel: 844701 

TeSex: 21276 RAMAH JO 


Peaniats 


SO UJHAT I'M SAVING 
MERE IS WE CAN'T 
COMPARE APPLES ANP 
WATERMELONS. 


OR 6RAPE5, OR PEARS, 
OR BANANAS, OR PEACHES, 
OR STRAWBERRIES,OR.. 


MA'AM? 








FOR GOODNESS 
SAKES.yoU COULD 
COVER YOUR MOUTH 
l OR AT LEAST ^ 
S WARN ME/ 


j MOV, 

A DIDN'T 

Xjt?/ 



Weekly analysis of movements 
and trends of major world currencies 


This report is provided by Naser Nabolsi private client 
group at Merrill Lynch-Dubai. Rates are given as of 
Wednesday, May 11, 1994. 

Ov e rvi ew 

Fundamental view: Massive intervention by central banks last 
week and an apparent shift in dollar and trade policy by the 
Clinton administration suggests that currency markets could be at 
an important turning point. After coming under sharp pressure, 
the dollar has rallied to the DM/U.S.D 1.67 and JPY/U.S.D 104.5 
levels amid reports that the Clinton administration now supports 
tight monetary policy and a stronger dollar to curb potential 
inflation pressures. Reports that the Clinton administration is 
backing away from its aggressive push for trade concessions from 
Japan is also a plus for the dollar against the yen in the near term. 

With the potential for Germany's discount rate to be cut only 
one more time this year following the 50 basis point cut on May 
11, we bave moderated our forecast for the Deutschemark to a 
12-month target of DM/U.S.D 1.75. We still expect Japan’s trade 
surplus — politics or not — to keep upward pressure on the yen in 
tiw long term, and maintain our 12-month target of JPY/U.S.D 
95. 

Technical View: Aided by massive central bank intervention in 
support of the U.S. dollar, the dollar index was up 0.6% for the 
week ended May 6. This gain broke a string of three straight 
weekly losses. Sentiment has been improving in recent weeks but 
is dill no better titan neutral. Continued strength into Monday 
and Tuesday of this week has allowed short term momentum to 
turn np from an oversold condition and is even beginning to pat 
pressure on medium term momentum. 

Thus, the prospects for a potentially important May low appear 
to be improving. Support exists at 91.20 and 90.30. The ability to 
rally back through the 93.50-94.00 range would add substance to 
the bottom-building argument; a move through 95.30 would 
probably clinch it. 

Japanese Yen 

Fundamental view: Fearing a rout in the dollar, the Clinton 
adminstration has reportedly resigned itself to the need for 
tighter monetary policy and a stronger dollar to brake growth and 
curb potential inflationary pressures in the U.S. The administra¬ 
tion is also giving signals that it will back away from its aggressive 
push for trade concessions for Japan, which appears to be linked 
to its changed policy on the dollar. Following massive dollar- 
support operations for central banks last week, changing percep¬ 
tions of U.S. dollar police have contributed to a rebound in the 
dollar to the JPY 104.5 level following a test of the JPY/U.S.D 
100 level in early May. 

With the U.S. expected to hike the federal funds rate and the 
discount rate by 50 basis points sometime soon, and further 
monetary tightening expected by mid-year, interest rate trends 
could lend support to the dollar in the near term. Long-term 
capital inflows into Japan, which readied record levels of $17.5 
InUion and $21.9 biDion □ February and March may also let up or 
reverse in coming months, helping the dollar to stabilise or rise a 
bit further from current levels. 

But longer-term, we think the trade issue will resurface if our 
forecast for a Japanese current account surplus of $127 billion this 
year is dose to the mark. We continue to expect the weight of that 
surplus, relative to underlying private sector capital flows, to push 
. the dollar toward our 12-month target of 95 yen. 

Technical view: The Japanese yen fell 0.9% versus the U.S. dollar 
daring the week ended May 6 and dropped an additional 2.0% on 
Monday and Tuesday. Sentiment remains neutral. Both short and 
medium term momentum indicators are peaking, suggesting that 
the rally from last March’s low (near 106 Y/U.S.S, and perhaps 
from last January’s low (near 113) is coming to an end. Given that 
long term oscillators are also deteriorating, the currency may well 
be positioned for its most extended period of weakness m months. 

At the least, it is likely that any nearby strength will not be 
technically confirmed. The pressures are, therefore, mounting. 
With that in mind. 106-110 is viewed as significant support; a 
breakdown through that range would do much to confirm the 
existence of a top. With the recent move to new highs. 97-98 is 
now indicated resistance. 

Deutschemark 

Fundamental view: Following concerted dollar-buying interven¬ 
tion by central banks in Europe, Japan, and the U.S. last week, 
the Bundesbank appears to be cooperating with international 
efforts to support the dollar by cutting its interest rates as well. On 
May 11, tiie Bundesbank cut its official discount rate for 50 basis 

Drachma under pressure 

ATHENS (R) — Greek markets were hammered in a “Friday the 
13th” scenario with interest rates soaring, stocks falling and fluids 
fleeing during a speculative attack on the drachma. 

“Pressures will continue and interest rates will rise further,” 
said Antonis Halaris, treasurer at Banque Nationale de Paris. ■ 

The currency has come under pressure on expectations of faster 
sliding or even a devaluation before July 1 when Greece removes 
all remaining restrictions on capital movements. 

Mr. Halans said attacks on the drachma could last until then 
and he expected the central bank to defend it through interest rate 
hikes. 

Dealers said the central bank poured in about $1 billion to 
defend the drachma at the official fixing. The figure, more than 10 
per cent of Greece’s foreign reserves in February, could not be 
confirmed independently. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MAY 14, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
You are now in a good position 
to improve relationships with 
others be extending some cour¬ 
tesy or kindness and to correct 
any possible error that is keeping 
your business affairs from run¬ 
ning smoothly. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 

Find out how you stand with 
others and do whatever is needed 
to improve relations with them. 
Try to understand your mate’s 
view. 

TAURUS: (April 30 to May 20) 
Make new acquaintances who 
can help to enrich your life in 
many ways. Attend a group 
meeting that is worthwhile to you 
in the future. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Study your surroundings and 
make plans for improvement. 
Allow time to engage in a 
favourite hobby with congenials 
you enjoy the company with. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take part m new activi¬ 
ties that are fine for you but first 
know all the facts concerning 
them. Think constructively of the 
procedure. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Your mate may have a change of 
attitude, so go along with new 
ideas for best results. Take it 
easy tonight and express happi¬ 
ness. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem¬ 
ber 22) Show more interest in 


civic affairs and gain the respect 
of others. You can make this a 
most productive day for any acti¬ 
vities required. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo¬ 
ber 22) Improve your environ¬ 
ment so that it is more inspiring 
and brings you greater comfort. 
Come to a better understanding 
with mate. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Listen to what a 
good friend has to suggest for 
greater pleasure ahead. Take 
health treatments and improve 
your appearance, 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Get rid of 
whatever is causing disharmony 
at home and be happier in the 
future. Put your talents to work 
so that you can be very produo-' 
live. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be sure to study a 
new project well before you put 
it in operation. Don't take any 
risks that could prove costly to 
your reputation. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Make long-range 
plans that could give you added 
income in the future. Come to a 
better understanding with family 

members. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You arc likely to be upset 
about matters you can't change, 
so concentrate on whatever 
brings you inner peace and 
allows for greater progress. 




points on 4.5%, and is expected to continue to cut tbe repo rafe * 
by nearly. 100 basis points over tbe next twehw mouthy, * 

In contrast, tbe Fed is expected to hike tbe discount rateand j 
federal funds rate by 50 basis points sometime soon, and tighten , 
further by midyear. Fearing a rout in the dollar, thereof? strong ; 
signs that tbe Clinton administration has resigned itself to the J 
need for tighter monetary policy and a stronger dollar in order to j 
curb potential inflationary pressures. Significantly, ™ e homing- i 
tration also appears to be backing away from its aggressive posh , 
for trade concessions from Japan in order to avoid suspicions that j 
it favours an undervalued currency. That should help halt the j 
general erosion of confidence in the dollar that had affected tne j 

Deutschemark as well. _ ~’ T * 

With tbe potential for Germany’s discount rate to be cnt qpfy j 
one more time this year following the cut on May 11, we have | 
moderated our forecast for the Deutschemark to a 12-month j 
target of DM/U.S.D 1.75. - - - { 

Technical view: The Deutschemark lost 0.5% against the l^S* j 
dollar last week and dropped an additional 0.7% in early trading { 
thk week. Sen time nt is neutral. Despite tins strength and the feet ‘ 
that the underlyin g uptrend is mature, there is still some doubt * 
that the currency rally is actually complete. Short term momen- \ 
firm has peaked, but medium term oscillators are still m an | 
uptrend, su gg esting that a higher high later in May is stifl-a | 
possibility. First resistance is 1.63-1.64 DM/U.S.S. •- j 

Altho ugh short term momentum is peaking, medium term > 
oscillators are bottoming. This, plus the existence of a potential j 
multi-month base pattern, suggests that any further weakness in • 
coming weeks could complete a longer term low and set tbe stagfc t 
for an important, intermediate rally. A 


Pound sterimg ■ ' \ 

Fundamental view: The British pound held steady against flic J 
Deutschemark this week and depredated with the mark against ? 
the U.S. dollar, recently trading near' DM/GBP 2.49. and * 
ILS^GBP 1.49. Tbe ruling Conservatives performed pooifyps 
expected in last week's local elections. The length of John Majorite 
tenure as prime minis ter is in doubt. Political uncertainty has bdeti 
a key factor in keeping the pound near year-to-date lows against 
tbe DM. 

We believe that U.K. base rates have bottomed, but we think * 
they are unlikely to be raised this year because we foresee no ! 
upward pressure on inflation in light of significant spare capacity. I 
March industrial production data were modi worse than ex- j 
pected, showing a decline from February levels. Manufacturing » 
production is up by only 1.7% over the past year. A modest . 

. uptick in U.K. short-term rates coupled with a series of sizeable f 
German rate cuts should lead the pound up to DM/GBP 2.65 in 12 > 
months. • - “ ’ 

The pound should also be supported by a substantial yiel4 l 
premium over German bonds. We expect the pound to trade at \ 
U.S.S/GBP 1.52 in 12 months as pound appreciation against the > 
DM is roughly offset'for DM depredation against the dollar; i 

Technical view: The British pound tost 1.7% versus the U.S; | 
dollardnringtbe week ended May 6, and was the weakest of the ) 
six major currencies we most closely monitor. Sentiment is no i 
worse than neutral. Tbe currency is now nicely back into die \ 
middle of its multi-month trading range. j 

Reflecting tbe intervention of the past week, short term \ 
momentum has peaked, implying a move to nearby support at 1 
1.46-1.48 U.S.S/L; a break below that would allow for at least a > 
test of the 1993 low near $1.43 and possibly tong term support at ) 
$1.40-$1.42. Resistance exists at $1.55. Tbe DM cross-rate fell i 
1.2% last week after making a new 1994 tow. Both short and * 
medium term momentum oscillators are weak. Last week’s Jows i 
at least- allows foFra dial lefege of 2. 43-2. 44. Resistance is at L 
2.53-2.56., I '-•^4 f 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


DRYIT 


TIISIJO 


LETEBE 


ANSOOL 


Answer here: H 


THAT SCftAHBLB) WORD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold and Mlko ArgHon 


We (sob)* 
won!- got 
a handkerchief? 


WHAT THE eWUM 
WAS FILLS? WITH ' 
WHEN THE 
HOME TEAM WON. , 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: REARM HOARD DISOWN 0 

Answer What ware the Bale cowpokes doing at 
corral ? THEY WERE HORSIN' AROU 


' (Answers tomorrow) 
DISOWN OUTlNfe 

pokes doing at toe 
ORSIN' AROUND . 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Food fish 
5 French town 
9 Poet Teasdale 

13 Uly plant 

14 Spring 

15 Wan painting 

16 King of the 
jungle 

17 — la Douce 

18 Gladiator's 
place 

19 Coach's words? 

22 Writing fluids 

23 John — 

24 Creatures of 
myth 

27 Nora's dog 
30 Large coiteerton 

34 On tho briny 

35 Mary's pat 

37 Stab 

38 Suggestion tor 
Mother's Day? 

42 Guido's high 
note 

43 Leah 

44 in agreement 

45 Ego 

47 Western moans 

49 Hangouts 

50 Doctrine 

52 Neap or ebb 
54 Request to 
make the TV 
touderv 

62 Widow 

63 Mata — 

64 Lai. abbr 

65 Art style 

68 Out of the wina 

87 LOertme 

68 WM party 

69 Lumber 

70 On ford. B.g 

.DOWN 

1 On the — (aleni 

2 "i cannot 
tall —" 

3 Chimney am 

4 Guard 

5 Slippery 

6 Mother — 

7 Reading light 
B indeseent gem 
9 Wave rider 



*199* Trcua iMa me 

At Fbgms Rnanad 


IQ Surface 

11 Rajah's wile 

12 WlngUke 
15 Minnesota cUmc 

20 Tacit 

21 'Thera Is 
Nothin' Like —" 

24 Confronts 

25 ''— of Two 
Claes" 

26 Typical 

28 Skier’s milieu 

29 Raying marble 

31 A musketeer 

32 Faerie 

33 Kinds 
36 Actor Merlon 

39 Drab person 

40 Ignited 

41 Pittsburgh 
eleven 

48 Showy clothing 
48 Hl-fl 

51 Father 55 Conswner 

53 Like some waits 56 F«ght milieu 

54 Take-out order 57 MbB 

words 58 Ring of light 


s Puzzle Solved 


nnn finnan yuu 

nnnn nonnn nnr 
norm nnnn unde 
Hannon Hnonej 

0 QFinn 
nnnno nnoo nun 
ncirn unninn nran 
nnnn nnnn hohe 
ninnann nnonn 

nnfJnii Sif 

unan nnnnn 


59 Beehive State 

60 Kind Of 
shark. 

81 Gen Rodl— 
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I.M* 

a. IN 

0.STS 

ltf.NI 

J.ZSS 

2. IN 

3.IN 


l.IN 

7. ITS 

l.IN 

ii.ni 

I.SVS 
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4.SOO 
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MU 
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a.fss 

l.»SS 
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a.*M 
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a.SN 
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I.*30 
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I.UI 
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0. IN 
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1M.MT 

t.iss 

a. 2*0 

*.3N 

a.iw 

I.IH 

l.M* 

1.41* 

wi.m 

I.M* 

1.3JS 

I. IN 

ia.su 

a.MO 

o.su 

O. IIC 

Ii.ni 

i.ai* 

1.310 

I.IH 

aa.fsa 

I.IH 

I.IH 

1.S3S 

»,ih 

li.ns 

13.ISO 

13. IN 

U.Ul 

IS.10* 

la .in 

la .on 

>N,m 

a.iso 

a .in 

3.070 

u,w 

a.os* 

a.Oia 

3.3*0 


a*.*a* 

17.BOO 

11 .SM 

*,*7« 

I.MS 

1.400 

1.440 

W.ltl 

a.sio 

2.910 

3.710 

l.TSS 

a.ow 

3.000 

a.4N 

u.:m 

IS.IN 

17.3SO 

10.030 

i.m 

7. IT* 

7.IN 

l.IN 

2U 

I.m 

1.7TS 

X.tlO 

N,m 

• .IN 

(SM 

l.M* 

SI, MS 

U. IN 

13.3*0 

11. IM 

in.nt 

1.370 

1.300 

1.1*0 

a.xn 

I.IH 

• .IN 

*.m 

its 

I.M* 

S.7N 

a.SN 

u.iu 

l.M* 

4.MS 

4.4N 

294 

a.IN 

3.7*7 

a.**o 

1X4.441 

14. <70 

11.N* 

l«.Mt 

13,UO 

T.iss 

a.«M 

3.0*0 

s.saa 

a .ns 

a .in 

a .in 

n,ii> 

I.IH 

0.1*0 

0.300 

. sM.ua 

iH.ass 

17-37S 

10.IN 

u,na 

i.au 

1.717 

l.ND 

is,asa 

7.NS 

* .ON 

S.SM 

,U>.fN 

1.110 

l.IN 

l.IN 

2.9M 

1.4M 

S.«N 

a .on 

■,0*1 

l.Hf 

l.SN 

i.oo 

1.1M 

0.4N 

I.IH 

S.*N 

34,0*3 

a.MO 

UM 

4.ON 

SS.SU 

3.710 

3.330 

a.SN 

27,34* 

2. US 

3.IOO 

a.sio 

a.sso 

I.7M 

4.100 

<•*00 

»,su 

4-0*0 

4.BN 

4 .990 

s.Sal 

1.U0 

l.IN 

1.010 

M.BM 

I.MG 

S. IN 

O.S30 

a ,sts 

7. ISO 

■ *.M* 

4.700 

*,101 

2.900 

3.SN 

l.SN 

•7, MS 

3.290 

3.3*# 

1.14B 

sa.aii 

4.470 

0.440 

s.sao 

S.IO 

a.no 

3.IN 

3.300 

IM.OJJ 

s.iao 

S.1N 

S.SM 
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5.1300 
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4.7500 
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3.7500 

3.7500 
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! 2.3100 

5.0700 
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Canadian dollar 
Deutscfacmarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norw egian crowns 
Danish crowns 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prices took a 
beating and trading also shrank 
at the Amman Financial Mar¬ 
led (AFM) last week mainly as 
a result of a sudden focus on 
the uncertainties of the econo¬ 
mic agreement between Jordan 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), broken 
said Friday. 

Figures released by the 
AFM said the weekly turnover 
was JD8.9 million in five days 
of trading ending on Wednes¬ 
day, reflecting a 5.3 per cent 
decline from last week’s JD9.4 
million in four days of trading, 
but a sharper dip of the aver¬ 
age daily trading from JD2.4 
million to JD1.8 million. 

The general price index 
based on 60 major companies 
listed at the AFM dropped by 
4.4 points to 156.4 points, re¬ 
versing a trend that saw the 
index shooting up by more 
than six points during the week 
ending May 5 and several 
weeks of decline. The drop this 
week represented an overall 
2.7 per cent plunge in prices. 

The industrial sector 
accounted for JD5.3 million, 
or 61.8 per cent of the week's 
turnover, followed by commer¬ 
cial banks with JD2.5 million, 
or 28.1 per cent, the services 
sector with JD800,000, or nine 
per cent, and insurance stock 
with JDlOO.OOOor 1.1 percent. 

The separate sectoral indices 
showed that commercial bank 
stocks declined by 4.5 points, 
or 2.6 per cent, industrial stock 
by 4.5 points, or 3.1 per cent, 
services by 4.1 points, or 2.7 

per cent, and insurance stock 
by 0.6 points, 0.4 per cent. 

Stocks of 92 companies were 
traded during the week, which 
saw 3.5 million shares changing 
hands under 5,027 contracts, 
the AFM report said. As trad¬ 
ing ended Wednesday, 10 of 
the companies showed gains, 
75 losses and seven remained 
stable. 

The market lists nearly 115 
companies with a total market 
value equity of JD3.5 billion. 

The regression in the market 
last week was mainly due to 
icpo i ts that the PLO wanted to 
‘‘renegotiate" the Jan. 7 eco¬ 
nomic accord' it signed with 
Jordan, brokets said. 

Although PLO officials de¬ 
nied a new agreement was 
what they were after during the 
talks here that began on Tues- 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PykCXMG. AM FR£KSmT 
FORMMKMMG, OOOR-tO 
DOOA SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




K AWARE. SONS 

60*^76 6Q*69t> ^ 
„ P.O.BOX 7806 


La vie Beautu 
center 

for Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waring ,NaiI Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

Wr use the best French Cosmetic* 


femand aubry 


Reservation & Information 
Um Uthainah - Tel.: 661217 


Tl» FM Clara Hot* la 
Ammon that hat a , ' 
KRchanotte In ovary roqn_l 
"gotriHte T.V. Reception* 



AFM reels from ambiguity 
of Jordan-PLO economic accord 


day, "the report nonetheless 
had its effect on the market 
psyche and the damage was 
done,” said a broker. 

Senior officials from sides 
said last Wednesday that the 
meetings had led to agreement 
on mechanisms for im¬ 
plementing the Jan. 7 accord 
and there was no question of 
•■replacing" the original 
accord. 

"Now everyone is waiting to 
hear of the mechanisms and 
which sector of the economy is 
going to benefit.” said the 
broker. "Industrial and con¬ 
struction companies with 
opportunities in the West Bank 
could be the main benefi¬ 
ciaries," added the broker, 
who preferred anonymity in 
line with standing AFM guide¬ 
lines. 

Analysts noted that investor 
spirit was high when the PLO 
and Jordan signed the agree¬ 
ment on Jan. 7, whose provi¬ 
sions could be interpreted as 
clearing the way for a strong 
Jordanian say in the banking 
and monetary affairs of the 


\ 


occupied territories in the in¬ 
terim autonomy envisaged 
under the Sept. 13 Israel-PLO 
declaration of principles. 

However, the expectations 
were scrambled when the PLO 
and Israel signed an agreement 
in Paris last month, detailing a 
series of measures and actions 
to streamline the economic 
aspect of relations between the 
autonomous areas and Israel. 

Some of the stipulations in 
that accord are seen as impos¬ 
ing severe restrictions on die 

scope of economic cooperation 
between Jordan and the auton¬ 
omous areas. 

"Public assurances by PLO 
officials that the spirit and 
principles of the Amman 
(Jordan-PLO) agreement re¬ 
main very much valid have 
calmed nerves, but investors 
need tangible moves in realisa¬ 
tion of those assurances,” said 
the broker. 

Furthermore, the five-day 
delay in Palestinian police en¬ 
tering autonomous Jericho was 
also influential in depressing 


prices and turnover at the 
AFM, brokers said. Some 400 
Palestinian policemen finally 
entered the occupied territor¬ 
ies on Friday, with the rest of 
them poised to go in soon (see 
story on page one). 

Another reason for the dip 
in turnover, brokers said, was 
the shift of capita] away from 
the secondary market to the 
so-called parallel market 
where shares of new com¬ 
panies are subscribed to. 

Such subscriptions need 
blocking of capital for a 
month, and as such funds avail¬ 
able on the floor for trading in 
the established stocks have 
gone down since early this 
year, brokers said. 

In general terms, brokers 
said, the market has suffered 
from investor hesitancy since 
the Jordanian-American stan¬ 
doff over the siege of Aqaba 
since late March, when His 
Majesty King Hussein said the 
Kingdom’s return to the peace 
talks with Israel was contingent 
on an end to the damaging 
inspections of all Jordan- 


bound cargo in the Red Sea. 

“That situation appears to 
be on its w 2 y to be resolved, 
but the ambiguity of the 
Jordan-PLO accord has re¬ 
placed it in the market as one 
of the main negative considera¬ 
tions,” said one broker. 


Brokers generally shared an 
opinion that if the Jordan-PLO 
economic accord is clarified in 
all its aspects, then investors 
would be in a better position to 
judge for themselves which 
sector they could focus on and 
expect to reap gains. 

"Prices ana trading could 
shoot up in a matter of 24 to 48 
hours once investors shed their 
inhibitions,” said the broker. 
“On the other band, if the 
details of the accord are un¬ 
dear, then . there will more 
uncertainties where the bulls 
will be at work.” 




ANNUAL.SPRING. EXHIBITION 

A “collection of unique handcrafted home furnishings, 
fashion accessories and traditional products 
Introducing the new cotton line 


Special Items 



Sponsored by 
Jubran Makdah & Co. 
Pioneers in Floor Heating 
System 

Location 

.Villa Courtesy of 
Drs Ghalib Zawaideh & 
Nora Bisharat Zawaideh 


Quilts 

Cushions 

Wall hangings 

Picture frames 

Lamp shades 

Leather handbags 

Canvas tote bags 

Arabic cuisine 

Natural dive oil soap 

Collector’s dolls 

Embroidered fashionwear 


A NEW SUMMER COLLECTION 
^ SHOES & CLOTHING FOR 

§. LADIES & CHILDREN. 

* rt cUC & 

ALL this and more ........ 

A NEW SECTION IS NOW OPEN 
FOR YOUNG MENS) WOMEN. 


Tel. 656172 


from Sunday, May thru Tuesday, May 17 



m . 1 Open until: 11 pjn 
LUMBEBjA CK ^ ew Shopping aresL,TeL 86)267 


c v > * 



FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart¬ 
ments furnished or unfur¬ 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520' 
Fax: 810520 


Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.0£ta 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
EfcprtriattMnd 
Businessmen 


Budget 


The Official Car & Truck 
Rental Company 

WorldCupUSm 

Tel -.698 131 
Fox:673 312 

/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia^ Barbsqus for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Opai daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

X Air Conditioned Hall / 


RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere. 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


rXmiUZE 

jb SfOR-xs pus 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are always 1 J.D. Each 

LA il . A . . A a. . A . 4 1 


Jjlia. yU*. J-US jfylt 

-T 1 

2nd*Cirdc ■ Jabal Amman 
npp. Frenchhof 

Tel.653482 


The first Sheet 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isi Circle Jabat Amman near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka waybinWiWi 

Open daily 12:UU-3:3t) 
p.m. 

7DO — Midnight 

Tel. 638963 


.Sweffiyeh. 

816690 



SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 




Flat .O.Tel 
' Serviced Suites In 
Grand Hotel Style I 1 



U .Cafe' 

Hamburgerx+flzzas 

EU1ECATE' 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

tONDON (R) — Following arc the buying mid selling rates for 
SSfa^Srid currencies a®?gold 

m the London Foreign Exchange and bulbon markets Friday. 


S igj&tvT 

SALtERVSs&ID 


@ Superior Hole! Services for 
Businessmen & Families & ils 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

© Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks g= 

©Open Noons j 

& Evenings 



OPEN Daily 
©ONTO MIDNIGHT 

LUNCHES 
AFTERNOONtfEA 
INKS AT THE BA 
..DINNERS 

'* . 


SOUK l MM imUNA 
AMMAN TF.L. 8I59S7 



The Best Is 
Indian Cuisine. 


Bi M\am 


( > v l ull I I \( 11 

For reservaiconsoi; 6i<3S: 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
naiit 20 x 30 cm 


Shmetsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


THE 

ATMOSPHERE' 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From MW PJN. to Wfl AJL 
Tuesday closed 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel • Shmegani 




RENT 


Deluxe VBas antf teterts 
in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 

SANABLE REAL ESTATE 

TEL:864230 FAX864231 


r m ^ 

5ZEEHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
SUM Chinese Chefs 

| OpnllJO-ZJQ&ffl.lfidm&i [ 

Me away is available 

Stef A). Arab Street 
Um Uttesaati Commercial Centre 

Tel.: 881174 

,CouIuU4 Always Lmed . 


Household 
Appliances For 
Every Home 


Vucumc Cleaners. Washing 
Machines. Rcfrigcrainrs. Freezers. 
Dish Washers, Water Purifiers... 
a choice of 

Duty Paid l Duty Free 


Phone 604671 


We have all types of 
Electrical home appliances 
T.V..W.M. Ref., Audios, V.C., 
T.V. with video, Fax, Pianos 

DUTY FREE 


Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 696190/1/2 
Fax: (9626) 696193 
P.O.BOX 880236 
Amman - Jordan 


"The C!3SSl6Si Of 
The Classiest! 



Check Cur 
Spring Program 


Club Restaurant 


swih • si. .si.Sn.v 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



& 699-420 I 


You Know 

Our Pr77J5&Sandwiches 
NowTrif The 

@ Italian Pasta 

DUfa** Way 

idlSNiNP Spaghetti 
Fwtucejne 

IV 

VST taSMcfiwt, .—. 

VsaSSSJT 
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i'massacre reported in Rwanda 


KAZRGBZ (R) — At least 88 
7,v. ; £3dan students were mas- 
SEcred is the government-held 
Sjutherr. town of Gikongoro 
end seven other people were 
h£d:ed to death with machetes 
p the capital Kigali, a United 
Nations official said Friday. 

"vfi iavs received reports 
of thi massacre of 88 students 
yesterday in Gikongoro, a 
siheZ town close to Butare (in 
±e sosmS of the country),” 
Aid'd] Xstfe, executive direc¬ 
tor of the U.N. Assistance 
Mission in Rwanda (UN- 
AI/HR:, told Renters by tele¬ 
phone. 

“We do net know the ethnic 
composition of the victims, bat 
this is an area controlled by 
goveresnsst forces,” said Mr. 
liable from the embattled 
capital Kigali, where fighting 
continued cnabated between 
rebel aad government forces 
Friday. 

i‘;5cs: of the estimated 
2C2,D£1? silted since President 
Juvenal I-iabyarimana died in a 
recast attack on his plane on 
AwB 6 have been from tbe 
snserty Tsis tribe, victims of 
cmrsEESt Haris death squads 
zsii government army units, 
rritaeasss said. 

?/ir. Zzb ia said UN AMIR 
isd esc- received reports that 
raven people were hacked to 
osatb; »>y mEcbete-wielding 
sfiiiffi 2 S 2 catsde the Inter- 
Cciaazttes of the Red 
Cross (ZCSC) bmknng in Kiga¬ 
li Tnussisy. 

■*T3js 7 v,-ere hilled by 
.--enstes by militia,” Mr. 




: 1 ;'Z' (R; — Prime Minis- 
.27 'T-ziz.zri I-Jata's struggling 

j"’ "iinority government 
"r.cci :'r 2zz-. parliamentary cri- 
_* : i sf.ixrj 7/een an oppoation 
ptcr.y fo^uaily demanded it 
■217.1. bcoi tbs chair of a hey 

2Z72Z.U- 13S. 

Tss liberal Democracy Par- 
-y (LDP) submitted a resolu- 
r cr. \z> cisrass the chairman of 
:_s Glaring Committee, cur- 
r;:.tiy o rlaia protege, LDP 
■:_t:aais said. 

Tie fcbeing resolution could 
\ i put Jo c vote nest week if 
LD? can persuade the 
I T-ic^sts. a smaller opposition 
rv:?, to vote along with it. 

Tie Socialists and the allied 
rsv: party Salagake hold the 
—,Yu% vatss but have yet to 
rreis u^eir stance dear. 

Tbe rasas could come up in 
M-. Haia’s talks with Socialist 
Chairman Tomiichi 
Marayssa, provisionally set 
for Tuesday. 

‘The relative strengths of 
the nrMog and opposition 
camps have changed drastical¬ 
ly,” its resolution said. 
“Thais is zo longer a reason 
!or the pest to belong to the 
rriing sics.” 

Tic Steering Committee has 
ill power :c decide which bilk 
aiid'ssSsa have priority. It 
ccsSd tbss decide the timing of 
£ so-ccaoeence motion which 
tbe Ii#P plans to use to topple 
Mr. Hate after the long- 
dsjayed state budget becomes 
law, probably in July. 

Gzirect chairman b Keiwa 
Ohcda. a member of Mr. 
Hste's Sfciaseito (Renewal 
?rjty). Tbs pest in question is 
css erf tie three most impor¬ 
tant in parliament, along with 
ihe speaker of the lower house 
and fie bead of the Budget 
Cc remittee. 

Loss of tbe post could deal 
Mr. Hata’s coalition a heavy 
Wow, stripping it of control of 
■be parliamentary business 

schedule. 

2 -fh. Hata’s coalition com¬ 
mands the support of only ab¬ 
out c third of the 511-member 
lower house. The LDP and 
Socialists have pledged to 
allow tbe government to sur- 
viv* only until passage of tbe 
budget, due to have taken 
effect on April 1. 

The government has already 
pushed through one stop-gap 
budget which expires on May 
20. IvIr.'Hata has asked par Ha¬ 
ms al for a second one to cover 
^ovsrrmsnt spending until tbe 
end of June. 

Since the Socialists walked 
ocl of Hate’s coalition late last 
month, the opposition have 
hounded him to call an early 
:tSB*rai election to end the 
biruioi!. 

‘This government was cre- 
cted by the futile power poli¬ 


tics of your Shinseito," LDP 
lawmaker Tadashi Hirai said in 
a blistering attack on Mr. Hata 
i” parliament Friday. 

“It is only a result of irres¬ 
ponsible power games. You 
shot’jt: step down and hand 
back power to tbe main 
Opposition party.” 

Mr. Hata said he would re¬ 
fuse io dissolve the lower 
bouse for snap elections, since 
ch?.l would be tantamount to 
nullifying hard-won political 
reforms which have not yet 
ions into effect. 


Kabia said. 

ICRC officials in Nairobi 
were unable to confirm or deny 
the incident. 

“All this seems to indicate 
that tbe massacres continue. 
We are concerned that when 
we gain access to more of the 
country, we will discover more 
horrible sights, more evidence 
of killings,” Mr. Kabia added. 

Mr. Kabia said UN AMIR 
bad repeatedly asked govern¬ 
ment forces to allow hundreds 
of mainly Tutsi civilians to be 

escorted to safety from the 

Hotel Milles Collines in down¬ 
town Kigali, where they have 
been sheltering with the pro¬ 
tection of a handful of U.N. 
soldiers. 

‘‘We have tried it once be¬ 
fore and were stopped by the 
militia. We will not try again 
onto we have the assistance of 
the government forces,” Mr. 
Kabia said. 

Mr. Kabia said heavy fight¬ 
ing between rebels of the 
Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF) 
and government forces erupted 
in Kigali at daybreak Friday 
and was continniiig at noon. 
The fighting was in tbe area 
leading to the airport east of 
tiie city. 

Tbe official said tbe fighting 
was predominantly small arms 
fire though there were occa¬ 
sional mortar rounds. Despite 
tire fighting, Mr. Kabia was 
hopeful that U.N. relief flights 
would be able to land at tbe 
airport later Friday. 

Belgian Foreign Minister 


Willy Claes appealed to the 
United States Friday to {day a 
more active role in trying to 
resolve the bloody war in 
Rwanda. 

Mr. Gaes said in a radio 
interview that the United Na¬ 
tions had not succeeded in 
resolving the Rwandan conflict 
and France and Belgium, who 
often spearhead peace initia¬ 
tives in tbe region, were not 
seen as neutral in tbe ex- 
Belgian protectorate. 

The United States, Mr. 
Claes said, was in the best 
position to try to broker a 
ceasefire between rebels of tbe 
Rwanda Patriotic Front and 
forces of the interim govern¬ 
ment in Rwanda. 

“This is why I have the idea 
of ask the United States to play 
a much more active role. I will 
have a meeting with the U.S. 
assistant secretary for African 
affaire, Mr. (George) Moose, 
vritii the priority of obtaining a 
ceasefire,” Mr. Claes said, 
without specifying when or 
where a meeting would take 
place. 

Mr. Claes said a force of 
African troops should be sent 
to Rwanda with the aim of 
protecting tbe flood of re¬ 
fugees under threat in areas 
dose to neighbouring Burundi 
and Tanzania, a proposal also 
put forward by the United 
States. 

“I think the international 
community could play a role in 
financing and arming that 
(African) force,** he smd. 


Tbe U.N. Security Council 
readied broad agreement late 
Thursday to authorise 5,500 
troops for Rwanda, but is un¬ 
certain how many soldiers are 
available and where they will 
be deployed. 

The U.S., still bruised after 
its Somalia mission, objects to 
a large U.N. contingent mov¬ 
ing into the capital Kigali and 
believes the world body should 
begin with troops on Rwanda’s 
borders and perhaps move into 
Kigali when fighting ends. 

Belgium, which is reluctant 
to send any troops to Rwanda, 
withdrew its 450-member con¬ 
tingent involved in the U.N.'s 
first missi on in Rwanda after 
10 Belgian soldiers were killed. 
Soon, after, the U.N. with¬ 
drew all but several hundred of 
the 2,500-strong force. 

Mr. Claes said the first U.N. 
mandate had been too limited, 
but stressed the world body 
could only be effective if all of 
the parties involved in the con¬ 
flict wanted peace. 

“We must not present the 
United Nations as an institu¬ 
tion which’ can bring about 
miracles,” Mr. Qaes said. 

He said Belgium had 
perhaps been naive in its U.N. 
mission in Rwanda, where 
arms had been freely available. 

“But I prefer to be on tbe 
side of naivety than on the ride 
of the assassins who continue 
to sell arms, which are becom¬ 
ing more and more sophisti¬ 
cated, in big quantities,” be 
said. 


New S. African cabinet More MIA 
begins to settle in rornair, ° 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa's new “rainbow 
cabinet” got down to work 
Friday with ministers prepar¬ 
ing to bid for their share of tbe 
pot of gold to fond develop¬ 
ment for millions of impover¬ 
ished blacks. 

Nelson Mandela, who spoke 
of “a rainbow nation at peace 
with itself and tbe world” fol¬ 
lowing his inauguration as the 
country's first black president 
Tuesday, was at his desk at the 
Union Buildings in Pretoria. 

“Tbe government is trying to 
settle in,” a spokesman said. 

Seven deputy ministers, in¬ 
cluding Mr. Mandela’s 
estranged wife Winnie whose 
responsibility is for arts, cul¬ 
ture, science and technology, 
were being sworn in during the 
day, while new provincial 
legislatures were prese nti ng 
their cabinets. 

Tbe other mini s te rs and de¬ 
puty minis ters were swan in 
Wednesday. 

Tokyo Sexwale, premier of 
the new Pretoria* 
Witwatersrand-Vereeniging 
(FWV) p rov inc e, the commer- 
rial heartland around Johan¬ 
nesburg, announced his 
cabinet comprising seven 
members of Mr. Mandela’s 
ANC and three members of 
the once-dommant National 
Party. 

The national government 
c ompri ses 18 members from 
the ANC, which won 62 per 
emit of the vote in last month's 
all-race elections, six from the 
National Party of former Presi¬ 
dent F.W. De Klerk, and three 
from Mangosuthu Buthefczfs 
Zulu-based Inkalha Freedom 
Party. 

ANC Chairman Thabo Mbe- 
ki and Mr. De Klerk are depu¬ 
ty presidents. 

A preoccupation of the new 
cabinet wilt be to get the 
ANCs reconstr u ction and de- 
velopment programme (RDP) 
under way, with National Party 
members — including beJd- 
over Finance Minister Derek 
Keys — closely watching 
spending. 

Tbe ANC projects RDP 


spending of 39 billion rand 
(511 bflhon) over five years 
funded largely from existing 
resources. The National Party 
has estimated the cost at 15 
times that. 

Housing and Welfare Minis¬ 
ter Joe Slovo, who is also 
chairman of tbe South African 
Co mmunis t Party, said Thurs¬ 
day night that while there was 
need for a balanced budget, 
tbe allocation for Ins depart¬ 
ment was too low. 

Housing is a key area in the 
RDP for improving tbe lot of 
blacks deprived of many neces¬ 
sities under ap art h eid rale. 
The African National Congress 
wants a mffikm new housing 
amts aver the next five years. 

Mae than a third of the 
adult workforce — mainly 
blacks — have no jobs, sev e n 
million lack proper homes, 
and about 16 nuffion of the 
co un t r y’s 40 nuffion people 
five in pov e r ty , or near ft. 

“The reconstru c tion prog¬ 
ramme is... going to be impor¬ 
tant in the nrinrh of the new 
gov e r nm ent,” said Azar Jam- 
mme, director and chief eco¬ 
nomist with foe Eco n ometric 
Business Consultancy. 

Mr. Jamnrine said Mr. Man¬ 
deb’s retention of Mr. Keys as 
fi n aw w minis t er “ensures con¬ 
tinuity and... emphasis cm fis¬ 
cal efisripfine.” 

“It also lends a great deal of 
credibility to the financial poli¬ 
cies of the new government 
and will be seen as far more 
attractive by foreign inves¬ 
tors,” he told Reuters. 

Johan Louw, chief econom¬ 
ist with investment bouse San- 
lam, expected tbe major min¬ 
isterial scramble for funds to 
come with next year’s budget. 

A fiscal review for 1994 pro¬ 
jects a deficit of 6.4 per cent of 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
and the new government is due 
to present the actual budget to 
parliament around June 23. 

“The first test for Keys will 
be to see if be can impose fiscal 
discipline. It will be interesting 
to see whether Keys will be 
able to make them stick to the 
figures,” Mr. Louw said. 


remains 
found in 
Vietnam 

HANOI (AP) — Investigators 
seeking dues to the fete of 
U.S. servicemen missing from 
the Vietnam War have reco¬ 
vered several sets of human 
remains, some of them be¬ 
lieved to be American, a U.S. 
military spokesman said Fri¬ 
day. 

The a m en t field search has 
also claimed an American 
casualty. U.S. Army Staff Sgt. 
Robert D. Wolfe, 31, of Grand 
bland, Neb., was bitten by a 
snake as he was digging with 
his hands at an F105 aircraft 
crash site in Quang Binh pro¬ 
vince, 250 miles (400 
kflometres) south of Hanoi, 
said tiie spokesman. Army Lt. 
Col* David L. Fredriksen. 

SgL Wolfe was evacuated 
for emergency medical care to 
Bangkok, where he is now 
recovering. Col. Fredrikson 
said the snake retreated before 
team members could deter¬ 
mine if it was poisonous. 
Another investigator was 
evacuated to Bangkok Last 
September after suffering a 
snake bite. 

The precise number of re¬ 
mains likely to be those of 
Americans recovering in tbe 
current operation will remain 
unknown until forensic anthro¬ 
pologists review them later this 
month, CoL Fredrikson said. 

Teams of American and 
Vietnamese spedalists exca¬ 
vated some of the remains 
from helicopter and jet aircraft 
crash rites in central and north¬ 
ern Vietnam. Local villagers 
voluntarily turned over others. 
Col. Fredriksen said. 

He said the results so far of 
the 29th joint field search that 
began April 21 are “on trade” 
with the previous five missions, 
each of which yielded between 
eight and 12 sets of remains 
believed to be those of Amer¬ 
icans. 



Tsultrim Dofau (right), a Tibetan mm, demons-, 
trates tire use <£ saelectrfc torture device aBeged- 
ly used by tbe Chinese as Frandsca Van Hoitfa- 


oon, a hum a n rights activist, looks on during a 
press confawa at Anmerty International to 
Washington (AFP photo) 


China rejects Amnesty accusations 


Toilet gurus 
to gather in 
Hong Kong 

HONG KONG (R) — To&f ’ 
experts from around the Aria- 
Pacific rim are to gather ia 
Hong Kong tins month to dis¬ 
cuss the pungent issue of pubfic 
lavatories. Presentations by- 
Chinese sanitation experts 
would include “an inquiry into 
the culture of toflet,” “practic¬ 
al means to eliminate had smeS 
in public toilets,” and even 
“the history and devetaxneal 
of public toilets in Gaatw > 
zhou,” the regional seminars 
organiser sakf Friday. Smith 
Korean scholar Kim Seung- 
Hwan would also weigh in witn 
an “analysis of the dtoent 
satisfaction on public toilets ia 
Korea,” said Hong Kong's 
Urban Services Department. 
Japan's contribution would in- . 
dude a relatively sober paper 
“The investigation and studies 


BEUING (R) — China Friday 
denied accusations tty Amnes¬ 
ty International that it engaged 
in the widespread torture of 
dissidents. 

“Amnesty International is 
deeply biased against China,” 
a Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said, “its accusations against 
China are entirely- groand- 
less.” 

In Washington Thursday, 
the U.S. section of the human 
rights group said China used 
thumbscrews and electric 
prods on dissidents. 

Displaying what it said were 
instruments of torture smug¬ 
gled from the Himalayan re¬ 
gion of Tibet, Amnesty urged 
die Clinton administration to 
“tell the truth” in tire debate 
over r en ew in g most favoured 
nation (MFN) trading pri¬ 
vileges for China. 

“We will not allow China, 
tbe United States or the busi¬ 
ness community to pretend 
.tint the human rights situation 
in Chma is improving when it is 
not,” William Schulz, execu¬ 
tive director of Amnesty Inter- 
<national USA, told a news 
conference. 

Tbe Chinese Foreign Minis - 
try spokesman said his country 
was a signatory to conventions 
against torture “and under¬ 
takes the ensuing obligations in 
real earnest.” 

Amnesty, winner of the 1977 
Nobel Peace Prize, said China 
had not met President BiD 
Clinton's demand for “humane 
Treatment” of prisoners. It 
said China had not ended “tiie 
widespread practice of torture 
and cruel, inhuman and de¬ 
grading treatment of prison¬ 
ers.” 

In extending China's MFN 


trade privileges last year, Mr. 
Clinton tied renewal this year 
to “overall significant” human 
rights improvements on a 
range of issues, including treat¬ 
ment of prisoners. 

Mr. Clinton most decide by 
Jane 3 whether to renew MFN, 
which lets China's exports into 
tiie United States at the lowest 
tariffs available. U.S. 
businesses, among others, 
have been pressmg for the at¬ 
tentions, which is opposed by 
human rights groups. 

Meanwhile, Chinese police 
on alert for any sign of dissent 
before the anniversary of tiie 
Tiananmen Square massacre 
have arrested two dissidents in 
Shanghai, family members said 
Friday. 

Police came to the apart¬ 
ment of Yang Zhou, a co¬ 
founder of the city’s Associa¬ 
tion for Human Rights, Thurs¬ 
day morning and waited for 
him to return, his wife said. 

They took him away and 
conducted a three-hour search 
of the apartment. 

Yang Zhou’s wife said she 
believed be was being detained 
in a police station for investiga¬ 
tion but she had been unable to 
see him. 

Family members said 
another dissident, Yang 
Qinheng, was detained Tues¬ 
day but had no further in¬ 
formation. 

China, fighting to keep its 
favourable trading status with 
tiie United States, announced ^ 
Friday' it had released five* 
more religious dissidents. 

“Chen Zhuman, Yan Ptizhi, 
Xu Zhihe, Cm Tai and Zhang 
Li were ordered to be re¬ 
educated through labour re¬ 
spectively between December 
1991 and September 1993 be¬ 


cause of disturbing social order 
and endangering public secur¬ 
ity by waimig use of religion,” 
Xinhua News Agency raid. 

Friday’s releases came one 
day after China set free 
another religions dissident 
months before ber jail term 
was set to end. 

Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin said five years of 
prosperity and stability since 
the 1989 Tiananmen crack¬ 
down have proved that the 
army assault on peaceful Beij¬ 
ing demonstrators was correct. 

“A bad thing has been 
turned into a good thing,” Mr. 
Jiang, who also beads die 
Communist Party, was quoted 
in official media Friday as tell¬ 
ing Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad. 

“As a remit, our reform and 
opening programme has forged 
ahead with steafier, better and even 
quicker steps, and our advan¬ 
tages have been brought into 
fuller play,” Mr. Jiang told Mr. 
Mahathir in a meeting Thurs¬ 
day. 

Mr.- Jiang said bistopr 
showed that tbe Communist 
leadership had no choice on 
June 3-4,1989 but to crush the 
mass protests for political 
liberties and against corruption 
and inflation that had para¬ 
lysed the capital and spread 
nationwide. 

Unknown hundreds of de¬ 
monstrators died in the dusk- 
to-dawu u military, assault in-: 
which meqibers of the People ’s 
Liberation Army shot then - 
way through the city into 
Tiananmen Sqnare, where 
hundreds of thousands of 
Chinese students, workers and 
intellectuals had been venting 
their anger for six weeks. 


Cambodia seeks military aid from Australi: 


CANBERRA (R) — Australia 
is seriously considering a re¬ 
quest tty Cambodia for arms 
and training to help it counter 
the recent surge in Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla attacks. Fore¬ 
ign Minister Gareth Evans said 
Friday. 

Mr. Evans, a key figure in 
peace talks which brought 
democratic elections in Cam¬ 
bodia a year ago, said Austra¬ 
lia would consult Thailand be¬ 
fore any decision was made. 

Last week Thai military 


leaders warned against foreign 
countries providing such milit¬ 
ary aid. 

“Australia, along with a 
number of countries, has re¬ 
ceived a request from the 
Cambodian government for 
further military assistance, in¬ 
cluding training and arma¬ 
ments,” Mr. Evans said in a 
statement. 

A spokeswoman fa Mr. 
Evans said Cambodia had als o 
appealed to tiie United States, 
France and several ASEAN 


(Association of South East 
Asian Nations) countries. 

Mr. Evans said such a re¬ 
quest was legitimate under the 
Cambodian peace accords 
signed in October 1991. 

“We are, accordingly, cur¬ 
rently giving serious considera¬ 
tion to the Cambodian govern¬ 
ment’s request,” Mb'. Evans 
said. “In doing so, we wiU ofL 
coarse be consulting with, and 
taking into account the views 
erf other interested co untri es, 
including Thailand.” 


Khun Sa army claims victories in Burma 


BANGKOK (R) — Troops of 
“Golden Triangle” drug war¬ 
lord Khun Sa captured six 
military outposts and killed 
dozens of people in recent bat¬ 
tles with government forces in 
northeast Burma, a guerrilla 
spokesman said Friday. 

“Reports from the battle¬ 
field have said our soldiers 
overran six Burmese positions 
and killed dozens,” a spokes¬ 
man for Khun Sa's Mong Tai 


Army (MTA) told Reuters by 
telephone. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation of the daims. 

At least five MTA soldiers 
were killed in heavy fighting 
Wednesday morning, Khun 
Sa's spokesman said. 

He said six of seven govern¬ 
ment outposts in tbe northeast¬ 
ern town of Mong Kyawt were 
captured during the five-hour 
pre-dawn attack. 


Thousands of troops have 
battled each other across tbe 
banks of tbe Salween River, 
running through Burma's 
northeastern Shan state, since 
last November after Burmese 
government soldiers lannched 
an offensive against Khun Sa. 

Khan Sa's stronghold is in 
Ho Mong, a town between the 
Salween and Shan state's long 
border with Thailand. 


U.K. Labour to pick new 
leader after Smith’s death 


U.S. war games simulate invasion of Haiti — report 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
opposition Labour Party, ea¬ 
ger to m ai n tain pressure on 
beleaguered Prime Minister 
John Major, hopes to move 
fast in racking a successor to 
John Smith, its leader who 
died of a heart attack Thurs¬ 
day. 

A drawn-ont Labour lead¬ 
ership campaign, with mod¬ 
ernists pitted against tradi¬ 
tionalists, could lose die party 
valuable momentum m the 
build-up to the 1997 general 
election and take the spotlight 
away from Mr. Major’s woes. 

After grief-stricken col¬ 
leagues met to review the fu¬ 
ture leadership of Britain's 
main opposition party. Chair¬ 
man David Blanket said Fri¬ 
day: “Tbe opinion appears to 
be that we should try and do 
that by mid-July.” 

He said the crucial timetable 
would be decided at a meeting 
of the party’s National Execu¬ 
tive Committee on May 25: 

Labour is riding high in 
opinion polls putting if com¬ 
fortably ahead of Mr. Major’s 
bitterly divided Conservatives.. 


Mr. Smith was still celebrating 
Labour’s victory in local cotmal 
elections when he (tied of a 
massive heart attack in bis 
London home. 

Labour, tbe Conservatives 
and the centrist Liberal Demo¬ 
crats called off campaigning for 
next month’s European par¬ 
liamentary ejection as a sign of 
reroect for Mr. Smith. 

Party elders fear delaying 
the choice of a successor until 
the party's annual conference 
in October would be dis¬ 
astrous. 

NeO Kmnock, who stepped 
down following Labour’s 
fourth consecutive election de¬ 
feat in 1992 after initiating a 
modernisation of the party that 
was continued by Mr. Smith, 
said of his successor: 

“His view would be — with¬ 
out any question — that we 
should pick up the traces as 
quickly as possible in order to 
sustain tbe momentum that be 
contributed so greatly to 
achieving.” 

The leading contender for 
the succession is home affairs 
spokesman Tonny Blair. 


BOSTON (Agencies) — Tbe 
United States just completed a 
huge military exercise that 
simulated an invasion of Haiti, 
tbe Boston Globe reported Fri¬ 
day. 

Tbe two-week exercise in¬ 
volved 44,000 military person¬ 
nel, including Marines and 
army special forces, as well as 
jet fighters, helicopters, 
amphibious vessels and a sub¬ 
marine, the paper said, citing 
unidentified military sources. 

The newspaper noted that 
U.S. military exercises in the 
Caribbean are relatively 
routine. But unidentified milit¬ 
ary sources told the Globe that 
the operation, in its timing and 
tactics, had been planned with 
Haiti in mind. 

An unidentified White 
House official told the news¬ 
paper on Thursday that the 
Charon administration had not 
yet decided whether force was 
necessary. 

However, a military source 
said, the operation, code- 
named Agile Provider, indi¬ 
cated clearly that the military 
option was getting a thorough 
trial run. 

The sources said the exercise 
was aimed at ironing out tbe 


coordination problems that 
dogged tlx 1983 invasion of 
Grenada, for example. 

At the same time, the 
sources conceded that the ex¬ 
ercise could also be an effort to 
bun up the pressure on Haiti's 
military junta to allow the re¬ 
turn of exiled President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide. 

During the exercise, 
Marines used North Carolina 
and Puerto Rico as mock land¬ 
ing sites, army Rangers landed 
10 miles (15 kms) inland, seiz¬ 
ing road junctions and knock¬ 
ing out military communica¬ 
tions. 

Special forces, some of 
whom landed by submarine, 
took out mock enemy com¬ 
mand posts and radio stations. 
And Marine fighter jets flew 
more than 200 practice sorties, 
sources said. 

The Atlantic Command, 
based m Norfolk, Va., orga¬ 
nised the operation. An un¬ 
identified spokesman for the 
command said the target coun¬ 
try was a fictitious state run by 
an “unfriendly leader” who 
bad taken power suddenly. 

However, Capt. Tim Hoyle, 
an Atlantic Command spokes¬ 


man whose area of responsibil¬ 
ity includes Haiti, denied that 
the exercise was staged specifi¬ 
cally with Haiti in mind. 

The White House strongly 
denied a Los Angeles Times 

report earlier this week that 
the United States was planning 
a military operation with the 
aim of “purging” the Haitian 
military. 

Meanwhile, former Presi¬ 
dent George Bush Thursday 
urged President Bill Clinton to 
drop support of exiled Haitian 
President Jean Bertrand Aris¬ 
tide and opposed the use of 
U.S. forces to oust the military 
regime in Haiti. 

“I tried to work with Mr, 
Aristide, and be is not a reli¬ 
able partner,” Mr. Bush said in 
answer to a question from a 
Salem State College audience. 
“He turned on me. He turned 
on President Ginton. 

“The only way is to turn our 
support for democracy from 
support of this one man," Mr. 
Bush said. 

He did not elaborate on the 
statement, nor did be give ex¬ 
amples of how he believed Mr. 
Aristide bad turned on either 
him or President Ginton. Mr. 


Aristide, the first democrati¬ 
cally elected president of Haiti, 
was ousted in a bloody military 
coup in September 1991. 

Mr. Bush said he opposes 
the use of U.S. troops to oust 

the Haitian military govern¬ 
ment and urged the adminis¬ 
tration to work with the Hai¬ 
tian Congress to re-establish 
democracy in the Caribbean 
nation. 

The former president also 
chided Mr. Clinton's foreign 
policy agenda, saying "in the 
past year we’ve had a start and 
stop foreign policy.” 

Mr. Bush, who lost the 1992 
election to Mr. Ginton said the 
incumbent is not surrounded 
by advisors equal , to his own 
foreign policy team. 

He cited tbe driving of a 
U.S. warship from Port-Au- 
Prince^ by supporters of the 
nation's military regime as an 
example of Mr. CUnton's in¬ 
adequate foreign policy. 

“Tbe president's reputation 
was on the line, and the signal 
that went around from that 
incident, in my view, was de¬ 
vastating as an example of 
American leadership,” Mr. 
Bush said. • 


of public toilets in tiie urban 
areas,” by the Saiko Sakamoto . 
Comfort Styling Institute, the : 
department said. The Asia- 
Pacific seminar on public . 
toilets will begin on May 30 
and end on June 1. 

Drug runners ^ 
'used baby’s 
corpse’—witness 

ROME (R) — Drug runaen 
asked a woman to smuggle 
cocaine in the body erf a and * 
baity, Italian newsp ap ers said * 
Friday. They said the grne- : 
some daim was made m a ■ 
statement to police-by ~ a * 
Moroccan woman doe to tes- - 
tity later tins month at the trial ' 
of seven alleged drags traffick¬ 
ers in Pescara, on Italy’s 
Adriatic coast The woman’s 
statement, made in 1989, sad 
she was drown the embalmed 
corpse of a three-to four- • 
month-old baby and told ft 
would be filled with 1.5 kOoa 
(three pounds) of cocaine. - 
“The macabre ‘container’ was - 
to have been dosed, dressed, 
and carried in the woman?* 
arms like a sleeping baby to ■ 
evade police chedcs,” H Gror- 
nate said. It said the woman 
had been offered five miUkm 
lire ($3,000) to carry the corosd 
from Pescara to another Itahaa 
town but had ap parently re¬ 
fused and gone to police. 
Newspapers said her statement . 
was contained in published 
trial documents.. 

Thai censorship ? 
board approves 
Schindler’s List _ 

BANGKOK (AP) — Tlic , 
police censorship board - 
approved the screening of the 
acclaimed holocaust film 
Schindler’s List after haring 
initially objected to a fleeting 
nud e sce ne. “This fihn was 
produced with good intentions 
so it should be shown uncut in 
order not to cause distress to 
moviegoers,” said Samei 
Boonyawan, a board member 
who voted to approve showing 
the movie without cuts. Ike 
board voted 5-4 in favour of 
not imposing censorship. Mr. 
Samer said the film depicted 
_the humairfty of one man amid 
the cruelty of war. The 
Academy Award-winning epic 
of a German industrialist's res¬ 
cue of 1,000 Jews during World 
War n will pre mi ere in Bang¬ 
kok on Saturday, a week later 
than originally scheduled due 
to tiie controversy. The cen¬ 
sorship board, which custo¬ 
marily deletes entire scenes or 
smears them with petroleum 
jelly, at first objected to 
scene of about 10 second in- ' 
volving Schindler and his ant- * 
tress. The distributor. United , 
International Pictures, 
tbe board to reconsider. The 
distributor is bound by director 
Steven Spielberg’s, demand ; 

that the film either be shown in 
its entirety or not at alL . 
Another highly acclaimed filar, 
Tbe Piano, is being shown in ' 
Bangkok, although large parts 
are obscured with petroleum ■ 
jelly- The censorship board has _ 
been widely criticised for being 
out of touch with reality a - 
Thailand, where prostitutes, 
bard-core pornographic videos ~ 
and sex shows are widely avail¬ 
able and the Thai edition of the 

U.S. men’s magazine Penth¬ 
ouse made its debut this week. 

Thais arrest 4 
Russian women for 
prostitution 

BANGKOK (R) _ Thai 
police said Friday they had 
arrested four young Russian 
women on prostitution 
drargW, The women, aeed 
from 19 to 24, were arresfejj 
vice squad officers poSngS 
otstamm. Police said2Lea 
P**s of condoms found in the 
3^ ncns Possession was eri- 
dence supporting tbe charge*. 
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FIFA urges Japan to grant 
soccer star Maradona a visa 
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kOaLA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
FIFA General Secretary Sepp 
Blatter arsed Japan Friday to 
ease tough anti-drug Imougra* 
ti<» niks and grant Argenti¬ 
nian soccer captain Diego 
Marad °na a visa, describing 
the convicted drug-user as "a 
victim not a culprit.” 

Maradona and his Argenti¬ 
nian teammates are set to puli 
Out of the Kinn Cup tourna¬ 
ment after Tokyo stuck by its 
stringent policy of denying 
visas to individuals like Mara¬ 
dona convicted of naitstks 
offences. 

“It is my personal opinion 
that it is unfair for a govern¬ 
ment to continue to punish any 
person who has been convicted 
of such an offence but has 
served his punishment,” ««i<< 
Blatter, who is visiting the 
Asian Football Confederation 
congress being held in 
.Malaysia. 

Maradona was arrested in 
Buenos Aires’ April 1991 for 
cocaine possession and five 


months later waj given a 14 
month suspended sentence by 
an Italian court on the same 
charge. 

Blatter said neither Japanese 
nor Argentinian socoer offi¬ 
cials had raised the controversy 
with inn} and the first he beard 
of it was when a journalist 
raised the issue at a press 
conference. 

“It does not directly involve 
FIFA beca u se it is a friendly 
tournament sfterali. If they 
contacted us we would simply 
offer them this advice," said 
Blaster. 

Blatter also pleaded for a 
little understanding of Mara¬ 
dona's circumstances, which he 
said made him more likely to 
be arrested than anybody else. 

“I ask you this, if he were 
not a footballer would there 
have been a problem because 
he most likely would not have 
been caught? said Blatter. 

Meanwhile in Buenos Aires, 
a tear-gas cannister was let off 
outside the offices of the 


Japanese embassy here Friday, 
a day after Tokyo officials de¬ 
cided to ban Maradona. 

No members of the embassy 
staff were hurt in the attack, 
but two Argentinians needed 
attention after inhaling the gas. 

The embassy offices arc lo¬ 
cated on the ninth floor of the 
Rio de la Plata office building. 

Leaflets criticising the 
Japanese decision, written by 
the self-proclaimed People’s 
Revolutionary Organisation, 
were found in the surrounding 
streets. 

The justice ministry's im¬ 
migration bureau, however, 
granted a visa to Claudio 
Caniggia, who recently ended 
a 13-month soccer ban for his 
alleged use of cocaine. Canig¬ 
gia would have been allowed to 
go to Japan because he had not 
faced criminal charges. 

Argentina had planned to 
play Japan and France later 
this month in the Kirin Cup as 
part of their World Cup buil¬ 
dup. 


Jazz overcomes Nuggets; 
Atlanta smothers Indiana 


SALT LAKE CITY. Utah (R) 
— Karl Malone took over the 
game in the second half and led 
the Utah Jazz to a 104-94 
victory over the Denver Nug¬ 
gets and a two games to none 
lead in their Westers Confer¬ 
ence semifinal series Thursday. 

In the night's over game, the 
Atlanta Hawks smothered In¬ 
diana 92-69, holding the Pacers 
to an NBA playoff record low 
points total to even their East¬ 
ern Conference semis at 1-1. 

Malone, who did not score 
in the first quarter, finished 
with 32 points and keyed 
Utah's decisive stretch run. 
Teammate David Benoit said 
that’s just what Malone had 
promised. 


In Atlanta. Kevin Wilis had 
20 points and 13 rebounds and 
Moo tie Blaylock collected the 
first triple-double of this year’s 
NBA playoffs as the Hawks 
held toe Pacers to the fewest 
points in a playoff game, 69. 

The previous playoff record 
for fewest points was 70, set by 
Golden State in 1973 and 
matched by Seattle in 1982. 

The best-of-seven series 
shifts to Indiana for games 
three and four Saturday and 
Sunday. 

The loss was the first in five 
playoffs games for Indiana, 
wbdh swept its opening-round 
series againt Orlando. The 
Pacers also had won their final 
eight regular-season games. 


Stich out of Becker match 


ROME (AFP) — Boris Becker 
earned a free ride into the 
Italian Open semi-finals here 
Friday, when fellow German 
Michael Stich pulled‘out be¬ 
fore their quarter-final with 

t^ck pains. . .- - j- 

* Stich,' the world 'number 
two, bad complained of u a cofil 
in the back” after Thursday’s 
third-round victory over 
Moroccan surprise qualifier, 
Karim Alami. 

On Friday, a report from 
tournament doctors said Stich 
was suffering from “pain in the 


lower lumbar region and in 
both legs; with consequent loss 
of muscle strength.” They pre¬ 
scribed muscle rdaxants and 
pain killers. 

Becker and Stich have only 
met on day once, two years 
ago in the semi-finals at Ham¬ 
burg, when Stitch thrashed his 
compatriot' 6-1, 6*1. 

The semi-final was Becker’s 
top career showing on day, his 
least favourite surface, 
althongh the three-times 
Wimbledon champion still has 
an all-surface career record of 
5-3 over Stich. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WrTH OWAfl SHARIF 
& TANHAH H1RSCH 

. 199 J ■'•iw MeM ire 


KILL OR BE KILLED 


WEST 
*87 
7 A Q 8 
K 10 7 3 
* 10 9 8 2 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

• Q 4 

" J 10 7 5 3 2 
A 9 6 5 

* 7 

EAST 

* J 6 2 
'964 

J 4 2 

♦ A Q 6 3 
SOUTH 

# A K 10 9 5 3 
T K 

QS 

4 K J 5 4 
The bidding: 

$forth East South West 

Pass Puss I 4 Pass 

1 NT Pass 3 ♦ Pass 

4 ’♦ Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ter of 4 
If you recognize the problem, it is 
usually easy to find the remedy. 
Sometimes, however, there’s a red 
herring out there and its n»* easy to 
differentiate between the real and 
the illusory. 

At both tables the contract was 
four spades, reached on similar auc¬ 
tions. Note that North had no com¬ 
punction in suppressing a six-card 
major suit—on eight-card fit had 
already been located. 

This hand was dealt during the 


recent Reisinger Knockout Team 
Championship in New York. Ac 
both tables the final contract was 
four spades, and both Wests select¬ 
ed the ten of clubs as the opening 
lead, won by East's ace. 

At one table East tried to cut 
down the dummy's ruffing power by 
returning a trump. Declarer won in 
hand and led the king of hearts, 
taken by the ace. The trump return 
was taken by the table's queen and 
the jack of hearts was led. declarer 
stuffing a chib. 

West Look the queen and shifted 
to the king of diamonds, to no avail. 
The ace won. another club was dis¬ 
carded on the tea of hearts, declarer 
came to hand with the queen of 
diamonds, drew the remaining 
trump and claimed ID tricks. 

Sitting East at the other table was 
Arjun Ray. Looking at three low 
'hearts, he realized the potential 
threat posed by dummy’s suit, so he 
shifted to a diamond Declarer in¬ 
serted the queen (playing low would 
have been no better), covered by the 
king and taken by the ace. With 
dummy's entry' removed, declarer 
could not come to 10 tricks. Even if 
South could have maneuvered two 
club ruffs. Lhat would have estab¬ 
lished a tramp trick for the 
defenders. 
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Seeking To Boy 
A Palace or a Vina 
in Hoummar or AI Hashemieh 

Should include a farm or a big welMcept garden. 

- Alf offers wifi be handled confidentially. 
Please no middlemen. 

Teh: 662386 or 815833 
Fax: 662386 


Bin Sulayem wins 1 2th Jordan Rally 


AFC 

delegates 

reject 

Japan 

candidate 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Delegates at the Asian Foot¬ 
ball Confederation (AFC) con¬ 
gress dealt a humiliating blow 
to Japan’s high-profile 2002 
World Cup bid Friday, when 
they rejected the country’s 1 
top official Tadao Murata in 
two high-profile elections. 

Murata, secretaiy general of 
Japan’s 2002 bidding commit¬ 
tee, polled only two out of 32 
vote s in the bitter battle for 
.FIFA’s vice-presidency which 
was won by his arch-rival 
South Korean Chung Moon- 
Jung with II votes. 

Murata, who used English 
soccer legend Bobby Charlton 
and free bottles of 12-year-old 
malt whisky as campaign tools, 
was further stunned when he 
again came last in polling for 
his old seat as one of the AFCs 
four vice-preskfents. 

“1 learned a lot of things 
today,” said Murata after a 
roller-coaster day of elections 
which saw only one incumbent 
AFC official out of six secure 
re-election. 

Murata’s defeat means 
Japan, one of Asia’s soccer 
powerhouses after the launch 
of the popular J-League last 
year, has no senior official in 
the AFC for the first time since 
Murata first became AFC vice- 
president in 1964. 


Wendlinger 

stable 

following 

crash 

MONTE CARLO (R) — Au¬ 
strian driver Kari Wendlinger 
remained on the critical list 
Friday but his condition was 
described as stable by a leading 
member of his team. 

Mercedes Benz motor sport 
chief Norbert Haug, engine 
suppliers to WendKnger’s Sau- 
ber team, said the driver re¬ 
mained in a deep coma follow¬ 
ing his Monaco Grand Prix 
practice crash Thursday, but 
added: "We have good reason 
to believe he will be okay." 

Wendligner suffered very se¬ 
rious bead injuries- when his 
car slammed into barriers on 
the famous street circuit. 

Haug said the team have 
withdrawn from the Monaco 
meeting, glamour event of the 
World Championship calen¬ 
dar, because they felt emo¬ 
tionally depressed by the acci¬ 
dent and were unable to con¬ 
centrate on their jobs. 

In a formal statement, Sau- 
ber said they had derided to 
discontinue participation both 
from practice and race "out of 
respect for its seriously injured 
driver Karl Wendlinger." 


By Aken Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Six-tune Middle 
East rally champion Moham¬ 
mad Bin Sulayem of the Un¬ 
ited Arab Emirates and co- 
driver Phillip Mills drove their 
Ford Escort RS Cosworth to 
victory Friday in the 12th Jor¬ 
dan International Rally orga¬ 
nised by the Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan (RACJ). 

According to provisional re¬ 
sults issued by the rally press 
office Bin Sulayem clinched his 
fifth Jordan Rally and 29te 
international rally win with a 
time of 3 hours 24 minutes 5 
seconds. 

His com pa mot Khalifa Al 
Mutaiwi and co-driver Dave 
Nicholson in a Toyota Celica 
GT 4 came in second with a 
time of 3 hours 30 minutes 22 
seconds, followed by Saudi 
Arabia’s Abdallah Bakhashab 
and co-driver Bobby Willis in 
another Toyota Celica GT 4 in 
third place with a time of 3 
hours 39 minutes 5 seconds. 

Jordan’s Bashar Bustami 
and co-driver Malek Hariri 
finished fourth in a Ford Sierra 
Cosworth with a time of 3 
hours 32 minutes 26 seconds. 

Saudi Arabia’s Ahmad Al 
Sabban and co-driver Tom 
Steele in a Ford Escort RS 
Cosworth came in fifth. 

The Lebanese women team 
of Hanady Salloum and co- 
driver Rita Za’rour finished 
the gruelling 981-kilometre ral¬ 
ly and won the ladies cup m 
their Peugeot 309 GTr. 

In a post-rally press confer¬ 
ence Bin Sulayem stressed that 
he was now concentrating on 
the world championship but 
added that the had taken part 
in the Jordan Rally because it 
was his favourite. 

“It was here exactly 10 years 
ago when I won first interna¬ 
tional rally, “be tola a cheering 
crowd of fans and reporters. 

The rally star was loudly 
cheered when it was revealed 
that he bad opted a delay 
during Thursday's first leg to 
.transport clerk of the course 
Ziad Louza to hospital after a 
serious accident. 

Bin Sulayem took the lead in 
the two-day 981-kilometre ral¬ 
ly — the second round of the 
Middle East Rally Cham¬ 
pionship — in the 13th special 
stage of the event following the 
rally's most astonishing upset 
when current Middle East raily 
championship leader and over¬ 
night rally leader Sheikh Subeil 
Bin Khalifa Al Maktoum of 
the UAE in a Toyata Celica 
GT 4 retired due to mechanical 
failure four kilometres into Fri¬ 
day's first special stage after 
competitors set off at 930 a.m. 
from the Forte Grand Hotel in 
Amman heading southwards 
for a gruelling 641-kilometre 
drive encompassing 300 
kilometres of 11 desert stages. 

The day’s other big upset 
was Dutch Coen Vink’s retire¬ 
ment due to engine overheat¬ 
ing in special stage 16 at Hasa 
after m aintainin g a top three 
place throughout most of the 


Cyprus’ Andreas Tsoukrf- 
tas bad maintained fourth 
place before dropping out in 
the final two stages. 

The top four competitors 
had maintained a top 10 lead 
throughout the rally. Howev¬ 
er, they nearly secured their 
standings following the 14th 
special stage. 

After SS18 at Beidha was 


declared a road section, 25 cars 
— including the rally’s two 
women’s teams — cracked the 
rough desert return route after 
the restart from Petra regroup¬ 
ing for the last five stages of 
the rally — known as the best, 
yet probably the toughest, of 
the Middle East rallies winch 
include Dubai, Qatar, Leba¬ 
non and Oman. 

Some 32 competitors made 
Friday’s restart of the second 
leg three competitor — Jor- 
uan'i Ahmad and Moha mm ad 
Daoud and Ireland’s Richie 
Hoifeld — did not start the 
rally Friday, while three others 
had retired in the first leg. 

Hoifeld was excluded from 
the rally after a spot check 
revealed that wheel, rim and 
tire sizes were illegal. 

The UAE’s Hashed Bin 
Gburab was one of the first 
casualties of Friday’s desert 
stages. He dropped out of the 
rally at the 22 kilometre-long 
Special Stage 13 at Ttinaib. 

After Al Maktoum's retire¬ 
ment, the Arab world’s most 
famous rally driver Bin 
Sulayem took the overall lead 
followed by Vmk and Cypriot 
Andreas Tsouloftas. 

Bustami was 6tb. Mahmoud 
Komok 12ih, Marouf Abu 
Samra 13th. 

The rally’s youngest com¬ 
petitor, Jane Gunningham, 19, 
who bad finished 10th in the 
Qatar Rally last month, was in 
19th place followed by the 
other Lebanese ladies team. 

At SS14, the second longest 
stage at Swaqa, Vink dropped 
to fifth place, Mutaywi was 
second fastest behind Bin 
Sulayem and took third overall 
place behind Tsouloftas. 

Bustami remained sixth, 
Graham Middleton with Jorda¬ 
nian co-driver Faisal Sa’doun 
was 10th, Tareq Taha’ 18th 
and Salloum 19th. 

Two Jordanian drivers, 
Ammar Hijazi and Asem Aref, 
retired due to mechanical 
problem. 

At SS 15, Hafira, the longest 
stage at 38.22 kilometres. Bin 
Sulayem and Mutaywi were 
the fastest with an average 
speed of 118 kilometres an 
hour*,. 

Jordan’s Tareq Tabaa drop¬ 
ped out of the competition, 
while Tsoluftas came third, 
Ralrhashah fourth, Bustami 
took fifth place after Vink 
dropped to sixth. Beldam’s 
Nicholas Dun was 7th, Saudi 
Arabia's promising new star 
Ahmad Al Sabban 8th, fol¬ 
lowed by Belgium’s Jos Boon 
and Middleton, Lebanon’s 
George Khoury was 13th and 
Salloum 19th. 

At stage 16 at Hasa, Bin 
Sulayem maintained first over¬ 
all place though finishing a 
slow 15th when he reported the 
turbo foiling. Mutaiwi docked 
the fastest time at 14m 10s to 
maintain second place while 
Bakashab came third and 
Kuwait's Lester Feather- 
stonehangh dropped out of the 
rally. 

Bustami was fifth. Middle- 
ton 9th, Abu Samra 10th, Gun¬ 
ningham 18th and Salloum 
19th. 

There were no major 
changes ax Fujeij SS17. 

Before the Petra regroup 
Tsouloftas had a puncture, 
while Sabban had to use a fire 
extinguisher to put out the 
flames when a tyre was pun- 
tured and the rubber caught 
fire. 

During the first day asphalt 


stages of the rally, Al Mak¬ 
toum with co-driver Khaled 
Malek had established a first 
place tough, sKm lead with a 
time of 52 minutes 34 seconds 
over Bin Sulayem and Vink 
finishing fastest in 7 of the nine 
stages. 

Bin Sulayem and co-driver 
Mills followed closely in 
second place with a time of 54 
minutes 17 seconds. While 
Vink and co-driver Van Goor 
trailed in third place with a 
time of 56 minutes 11 seconds. 

A total of 38 out of an 
original 46 registered entrants 
started die two-day rally — die 
most prestigious of the King¬ 
dom's sporting events. 

Amman Mayor Mamduh 
Abbadi deputised for His 
Royal Highness Prince Faisal 
in flaging away the cars from 
the majestic Roman 
Amphitheatre in downtown 
Amman Thursday afternoon. 

Driving at an average speed 
of 111 kilometres an hour Eng¬ 
land’s Pablo Rabould took the 
lead in tee 11.6 kilometre long 
first Special Stage at Mazsa, 
followed by Al Maktoum, 
Vink, and Bin Sulayem. 

The rally’s first re tir em ent 
was Belgian Freddie Loix who 
had to pull out after mechanics 
foiled to repair the broken 
gearbox of his Opel Astra GSi 
after the first stage. 

The UAE's Peter Cherry 
and Stuart Fleming in a Mitsu¬ 
bishi Gallant VR4 lost 4 mi¬ 
nutes at the stage with mecha¬ 
nical problems, while Hoifeld 
broke a driveshaft between SSI 
and SS2. 

Al Maktoum was fastest in 
the second stage at Masasra 
with a time erf 6 minutes 11 
seconds. Bin Sulayem was 
second fastest at 6m 28s whSe 
Mutaiwi docked 6.40. 

The rally’s most unusual car 
no. 32, Fcafoersto u e h a ng h’s a 
Volvo 242 GT also lost three 
minutes with mechanical prob¬ 
lems. 

Al Maktomn, Bin Sulayem 
and Vink were the top three at 
SS4, tee River Stage, where 
England's Middleton and 
Jordanian co-driver Sa’doun 
dropped 5 minutes and fell 
from 12th to 29th place. 

Meanwhile Raybould’s MG 
Maestro had mechanical prob¬ 
lems and he became the first 
British retirement after a num¬ 
ber of delays mid a broken 
windscreen at SS4 at Ras AI 


; m his Lancia Do¬ 
ha Integrate was third fastest 
behind Hoifeld and Bin 
Sulayem, but overall postions 
remained unchanged. 

Bustami was 8th, group N 
leader Bakhashab 9th, Ahmad 
Al Sfthhan 20th, ppnninpham 
23rd, Salloum 25th, Tabaa 
30th. 

At the fifth special at Salri- 
na. Bin Sulayem name second 
behind Al Maktoum and was 
reported to be con tin u in g tee 
rally after his co-driver Milk 
was described to be severely 

rick and under medical sur¬ 
veillance after no eating for 
three days. 

The stage’s other fastest 
times were Vink and Mutaiwi 
third and fourth, Bustami fifth, 
Ma’rouf Abu Samra 6th, Hol- 
feld 7th, Tsonluftas 8th, 
Rairhadmh 9th, and Bin Gbur¬ 
ab 10th. 

Meanwhile news from 
Jexash regroup reported that 
Tsouloftas had damaged a 
track rod on his Lancia and 
could not replace it as his 
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spares were still in Syria. 

At the river, the shortest 
special stage at 4.96 
kilometres, top three places 
remained unchanged. 

The top Jordanian drivers 
were Bustami 6th, Abu Samra 
7th, Komok 12te. Ahmad 
Daoud 14th. Mohammad 
Daoud 18th. 

Gunningham was 20th. Sal¬ 
loum 21st, Hoifeld 32nd, 
Feaiherstonehaugh 33rd. 

At SS8 at Ras Al Sqra, Al 
Maktoum was 12 seconds fas¬ 
ter than four-time Jordan Rally 
champion Sulayem who was 
again followed by Vink in a 


Subaru Legacy RS 4X4, 

With two stages remaining 
on the way back to rally head¬ 
quarters at the Forte Grand Ifl 
Amman, top three places esaln 
remained unchanged at S§ 11 
at Marea’ with Middleton and 
Sa’doun jumping from 24th to 
17th. Ron Oakley was 19th, 
Taba’a 21st and Hoifeld 22nd. 

Hoifeld was fourth fastest sf 
SS12 at Rumeimeen thus main¬ 
taining 24th place after drop¬ 
ping to 32nd at SSI. 

Top ten places after the first 
leg were: Maktoum, Sulayem, 
Vink, Tsouloftas, Bakashab, 
Bustami, Amin, Mutaiwi. 





Jo r da n International Rally champion Mohammad Bis Sulayem 



Stone-throwers prompt. 
RACJ to cancel 3 stages 


By i Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite the 
months of preparation, split- 
second timing and organisa¬ 
tion, the 12th Jordan Intern- 
tional Rally was not void of 
problems and obstacles that 
caused headaches to organisms 
and competitors alike. 

Months before the event 
started, tee organisers, the 
Royal Automobile dub of Jor- 
dan (RACJ), had 
apprehensions about trouble¬ 
making “fans" who sometimes 
omsed damage to competitors’ 
cars by throwing rocks or 
blocking roads. 

Hie usnal tronblesport was 
in flie north of the Kingdom 
near Soof Camp. 

This year, RACJ officials 
tried to involve people in the 
area to have a positive rather 
than a negative impact on the 
event which they hope will 
attain a supreme level of orga¬ 
nisation entitling it to become 
one of tiie world championship 
events. 

However, the same old 
problem again surfaced during 
the first teg of the event Thurs¬ 
day, when rally officials had to 
cancel three special stages at 
Kufr Khal and Sakina. 

Many cars were reported to 
have broken windscreens and 
dents, including the Ford 
Escort RS Cosworth driven by 
Saute Arabia's Ahmad Al Sab¬ 
ban, the Toyota Celica GT 4 of 
the UK’s Graham Middleton, 
Simon Nutter’s Peugeot 205 
and die Aleko 2141S of Jor¬ 
dan’s Tareq Taba’a. 

Kuwait’s Lester Feather- 


& 


stonehaugh said: "We had 
stones thrown ar us oa every 
stage in tee first leg. There ait 
bumps on tee car. but no se¬ 
rious damage, we’re lucky.’’ 

While acknowledging thfif 
unexpected troublesome inci¬ 
dents occur in all sports, many 
competitors said they hoped 
such incidents be eii 
urinated from the Jordan Rally 
which seems to be a favourite 
for mesi competitors. 

Six-time Middle cast cham- 

ion and tire record holder of 
e Jordan RaL’y wins Moham¬ 
mad Bin Sulayroen said it was 
obvious that' people in the 
troublespot did not approve of 
the rally in their area and 
hence that region should be in 
the future. 

At a meeting of rally ste¬ 
wards Friday morning, RACJ 
Director Derek Ledger said 
three stages were cancelled in 
the interest of competitors’ 
safety. 

Also Friday, the Golf Oi! 
Ford team issued a press re¬ 
lease after one of their entries, 
Ireland’s Richie Hoifeld was 
excluded from tee rally on the 
second day because of oversize 
tyres on his Ford Escort RS 
Coswo rth. 

The Gulf Oil Team was 
given the right to appeal, but 
declined in “protest against a 
series of first leg incidents in 
which rocks were hurled from 
the roadsides. 

“We were forced to use 
group N tyres because all our 
group A tyres were delayed in 
customs for four days and we 
couldn't get them cut in time,” 
said team manager Alistair 
Roberts. 


<0- 


^ "1994 S 


u'mmer : 


raining vojj 






The 1st c 

Fnglish 

Computer 

T raining 
by an Institute 
in Jordan. From 
May 24 to Aug 14 
A 3 - Months 
COMPLETE 
Course in: 


.1 


-K 


( 


DOS. Windows . Word Perfect, 
Excel, and FoxPro 

By a certified bilingual computer teacher 
Special Prices and flexible schedules for groups 

FAST SYSTEMS FOR COMPUTERS 

TELEFAX: 687008 
DAHEIAT AL - HUSS2N 





T 

9 

9 

A 

Y 


Qncm* Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


»om: 12J0. 3JO. 6:15. 8J0. 10-J0 

Thursdays, Fridays and Snndays 

Tom & Jerry at 11 a.m. 


Cinema 


Tel,: 699238 


PLAZA 


Dolph Lundgren & George Segal 
in 

JOSHUA TREE 

“Forced Vengeance” 

Show* 1230, 3:15. 5. fc». R30. 10:30 


Cinema 


TeL 677420 


CONCORD 

CONCORD ‘V 

Kevin Costner/Whitney Houston 
in 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Judie Foster 

Silence Of tlie Lambs 

Shows: 12:30, 3:36. 6:30, S:30, 10:30 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


The political comedy play 

FORBIDDEN 

FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 


TeL: 675571 

NaM At IbMldnl Theatre 


Coring soon 

Abu Awad in. The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG 1 ’ 

Directed by Ghassan Al Mashini 


Nabfl & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


The political comedy play; 

“WHAT A WEACEI” 
(ATSalam Ya Safiam) 

At: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations please call 625155 




L'V 












'4. 


sa 

sz 


;r. 


a 




>10 


News 


JORDAN TIMES. SATURDAY, MAY 14, 1994 


Lebanon’s crisis 


seen coming to end 


BEIRUT (R) — Prime Minis¬ 
ter Rafik A1 Hariri was ex¬ 
pected to return to work soon, 
ending a six-day strike that has 
plunged Lebanon into its worst 
political crisis in nearly two 
years, official sources said on 
Friday. 

Several sources said Mr. 
Hariri would go back to work 
on the understanding that his 
demands for government 
changes and a thorough discus- 

~ of relations with President 
Bii&i 7-Irawi and House Speak¬ 
er Nabih Berri would be close¬ 
ly looked into. 

“The crisis is over, the last 
details of the compromise are 
being discussed,” a source 
said. “The prime minister will 
resume his work soon and after 
that all the controversial files 
will be pat on the table and 
calmly discussed." 

The crisis erupted when Mr. 
Hrawi and Mr. Berri blocked 
Mr. Hariri’s attempt to appoint 
four new ministers to his 30- 
man cabinet to strengthen 
Christian representation, and 
to reshuffle other portfolios to 
improve the government’s 
effectiveness. 

They demanded a full 
change of government instead, 
apparently to reduce Mr. 
Hariri's support in the cabinet. 

Mr. Hariri cancelled all his 
appointm ents and stayed at 
home from Sunday in a bid to 
force iris two rivals to accept 
his proposal. 

A source dose to Mr. Hariri 
said his likely decision to re¬ 
turn to work was a way out of 
die crisis rather than a solution 
but he was confident it would 
end soon. 

He said the billionaire prime 
minister provoked the crisis in 
order to sound the alarm that 
there was a crisis of the politic¬ 
al system, not just the govern¬ 
ment. 

“The crisis is not a govern- ■ 
meat crisis, it is a crisis of the 
rigime." the source said. “Set¬ 
tlement of the issues raised by 
Hariri’s action has been post¬ 


poned but they will not be 
shelved.” 

He said the main issue was 
the lack of clear definition of 
the powers of the prescient, 
the prime minister and the 
speaker which tended to cause 
political deadlocks between 
them. 

“Ending his (Hariri's) with¬ 
drawal from activity, which 
was meant to give a shock, is 
only the start of tackling the 
problems of the regime,” the 
source said. 

He said a cabinet reshuffle 
was essential to improve the 
government’s political cohe¬ 
sion and performance and its 
efficiency in implementing 
postwar reconstruction plans. 

He said an agreement on a 
dear separation of the powers 
of the president, prime minis¬ 
ter and speaker had to be 
reached. 

Pressure on the Lebanese 
pound on the Beirut foreign 
exchange market waned con¬ 
siderably as the crisis eased. 
Dealers said the central bank 
sold about $15 million to meet 
tiie falling demand for the U.S. 
currency. 

The bank sold more than 
$150 miffian in the previous 
four days to bold the Lebanese 
pound stable at 1,689.5, they 
said. 

Hie sources said Mr. Hariri 
appeared to have decided to 
back down from his demand 
for an immediate political set¬ 
tlement after Syrran officials 
failed to intervene directly to 
resolve the crisis. 

Damascus, which has 35,000 
troops station across two-thirds 
of Lebanon, has in die past 
mediated between the three 
leaders. 

But potitical sources said this 
time they were disturbed by 
the timing of the crisis on the 
eve of a visit to Damascus, and 
possibly Beirut, by U.S. 
Secretary o State Warren 
Christopher in a drive to push 
forward peace talks with 
Israel. 





‘PRISON CAMP’: Over 500 northern sol¬ 
diers are held prisoner after laid down their 
combat shoes at a former resort in Zinjibar. 


These fig hters w ere previously serving in 
dfiTereut barracks located in southern Ye¬ 
men (AFP photo) 


Jordan ready to give humanitarian 
aid to Yemen but no mediation 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein has reiterated Jor¬ 
dan’s readiness to provide 
humanitarian assistance to Ye¬ 
men but said the Kingdom 
would not interfere in the in¬ 
ternal affairs of the war-torn 
Arab peninsula country. 

During a meeting with 
Yemeni Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Salem Bassand- 
wa, who paid a brief visit to the 
Kingdom Thursday, the King 
expressed concern with main¬ 
taining the unity of Yemen and 
ending the bloodshed between 
forces loyal to South Yemeni 
leader Ah Salem A1 Beidh and 
Yemeni President Ah Abdul¬ 
lah Saleh. 

Mr. Bassandwa, who is rat a 
tour of Arab countries to in¬ 
form them of the develop¬ 
ments in the Yemeni conflict, 
left Jordan for Damascus after 
delivering to King Hussein a 
verbal message from Mr. 
Saleh. 

In an arrival statement car¬ 


ried by the Jordan News , 
cy, Petra, Mr. Bassandwa 
praised the role Jordan played 
in trying to mediate the crisis 
between former socialist South 
Yemen and the Conservative 
North before the political crisis 
there erupted into full-fledged 
civil war earlier this month. 

“Jordan entered the Yemeni 
history” when in February it 
hosted the signing of a recon¬ 
ciliation agreement between 
Mr. Saleh and Mr. Beidh, said 
Mr. Bassandwa. 

He also thanked the King¬ 
dom for treating some of the 
wounded in the war, which has 
claimed thousands of casualties 
since it started 11 days ago. 
Jordan has also sent a medical 
team to help treat war victims. 

After the war erupted. 
North Yemen rejected any 
foreign mediation effort, insist¬ 
ing on a military settlement of 
toe conflict, but indicated it 
would accept a negotiated set¬ 
tlement to toe crisis after it had 
become dear that it mil not be 
able to achieve a military vic¬ 
tory. 


An Arab League delegation 
was on its way to Sanaa in a bid 
to end the conflict but Mr. 
Bassandwa said the league did 
not offer mediation. Its delega¬ 
tion would only “review de¬ 
velopments in die situation in 
Yemen,” he said. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali has said that Jordan 
would not mediate in the con¬ 
flict unless both parties to it 
agree on the Kingdom’s role, 
adding that Jordan would not 
“interfere in support of either 
parties to the crisis.” 

Dr. Majali said King Hus¬ 
sein bad telephoned both Mr. 
Beidh and Mr. Saleh in a bid to 
end the fighting but North Ye¬ 
men sees any foreign interven¬ 
tion as meddling in its internal 
affairs. 

■ Jordan has evacuated over 
750 Jordanians from Yemen on 
board military aircraft, and 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) airliners. 
RJ has baited its flights to the 
country, which observers say 
would be dragged into a prot¬ 
racted civil war unless a negoti¬ 
ated settlement is found. 


Arafat’s cabinet holds a few surprises 


. (Continued from page 1) 


Mr. Arafat himself was 
undeterred by the three key 
leaders’ negative comments 
about the agreement, and in¬ 
stead had challenged them to 
either join him to shoulder 
toe responsibility or confine 
themselves to the role of dis¬ 
gruntled observers. 

“Arafat has been calling 
each nominee, especially the 
rates who oppose the Cairo 
agreement, and urging them 
not to abandon him at this 
critical stage,” one PLO offi¬ 
cial said. 

According to different 
accounts, the master tactician 
has been effectively challeng¬ 
ing his critics to join him to 
face toe task of bmkting a 
Pales tinian State instead of 
taking, “the easy way out” 

Israeli threats to delay the 
entry of Palestinian police if a 
Palestinian authority was not 
declared and the enormous 
shift of the mood m the occu¬ 
pied territories in favour of 
the agreement have contri¬ 
buted to mellowing the in¬ 
itially vehement opposition 
to the provisions of the deal. 

Mr. Husseini, however, is 
said to have asked for assur¬ 
ances that his authority as 
leader of Fateh in the West 
Bank should not continue to 
be marginalised and bypased 
by Mr. Arafat, who has been 
using other channels to con¬ 
vey orders and instructions to 
toe organisation. 

Furthermore, the position 
of Mr. Husseini and Dr. 
Ereikal is to a large extent 
reflective of the stand of the 
Fateh organisation in the 
West Bank, that insists on 
being represented in the 
Palestinian authority. 

According to information 
available from the West 
Bank, some influential Fateh 
rank and file, including 
young deportees who were 
allowed to return last month 
had urged Mr. Husseini and 
Dr. Ereikat to accept. 

Information available from 
Tunis and toe occupied terri¬ 
tories also suggest that many 
Fateh leaders feared that by 
boycotting the authority, the 
actual leadership will be con¬ 
fined to ’‘traditional persona¬ 
lities” that have already 
accepted Mr. Arafat’s offer 
dealing a blow to Fateh. 

Faced with reluctance by 
toe historic leaders of toe 
pro-PLO groups in the occu¬ 
pied territories, Mr. Arafat 
went straight to more tradi¬ 
tional and conservative fi¬ 
gures, sending alarms among 
toe Fateh rank and file. 

According to well-placed 
officials, Fateh officials 
strongly protested Mr. Ara-' 
fiat's attempt to appoint Jamil 
Tarifi, bead of the Palestinian; 
t liason committee with Israel,' 
r, but who is not seen as part of 


the more militant leadership 
that secured and sustained 
support for the PLO over the 
years. 

As names of members of 
toe Palestinian authorities 
were starting to leak, many 
feared that kwffl be a weak body 
that would farther consolidate 
Mr. Arafat's domination 


fur t h e r 


and win not < 
concession to the 

Yet, it rem ain s to be seen 
how Mr. Husseini, Dr. 
Ereikat and Dr. Ashrawi will 
reconcile b et we en their mis- 
ffvina about toe agreement 
and being members of the 
body entrusted with im¬ 
plementing it. Welt-informed 
Palestinian sources said that 
the three fed that they could 
influence the continuing pro¬ 
cess of negotiations, instead 
of leaving it to Mr. Arafat 
and a small aide of aides in 
the hope that future steps will 
pave the way for Palestinian 
sovereignty. 

Other PLO officials were 
very critical of what they 
viewed as the contradictory 
position of the three leaders, 
who confined themselves to 
verbal protest but “towed the 
line” is the end. 

Opposition officials, 
however, declined from 
attacking any of the persona¬ 
lities who accepted to join. 

It was a sign that even toe 
opposition hopes that the 
presence of outspoken critic¬ 
al members in the authority 
will p ressure Mr. Arafat to 
yield some authority and not 
to block elections as many 
fear he would. 

So far the Palestinian au¬ 
thority is basically a coalition 
of Fateh and independents. 
The major other group is the 
Palestinian Democratic Un¬ 
ion, FIDA, led by Yasser 
Abed Rabbo. It was still un¬ 
clear whether Mr. Abed Rab¬ 
bo himself will join or confine 
FIDA’s representation to 
personalities from the occu¬ 
pied territories. 

Azmi Shoaibi, FIDA's 
leader in the West Bank, was 
already inclu ded in the au¬ 
thority and FIDA officials 
Sami al Kflani and Zahira 
Kamal are strong nominees. 

If Ms. Kamal is appointed, 
the Palestinian authority will 
include three women. 

FIDA has pubtiely conde¬ 
mned tor Cm agreement 
bat recftoefest Graded So 
ienn the- tetoortt^ ..-v 

The Palestine People’s Par¬ 
ty (PPP), which has boycot¬ 
ted the last rounds of negotia¬ 
tions, has maintained its 
stand of refusing to be part of 
the authority. 

Agencies add: PLO difficul¬ 
ties in naming a full slate of 
24 member for the Palesti¬ 
nian National Authority has 
become the latest snag in the 
much-delayed self-rule plan 


agreed last September. 

The list so far indudes Mr. 
Arafat, PLO Executive Com¬ 
mittee members Samir 
Ghoshe and Yasser Amr, 
chief economist Ahmad 
Qonriea, two deportees and 
many of the prominent 
Palestinians who have taken 
part in peace talks with Israel 
since 1991, PLO negotiator 
Nabfl Shaath said. 

Asked if aD the nominees 
had agreed, he said: “None 
of these names is nominated 
without being frilly negoti¬ 
ated first” 

The PLO executive com¬ 
mittee had approved all of 
them, Dr. Shaath added at a 
news conference in Cairo. 

Dr. Shaath transmitted the 
list to Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin on Thursday 
afternoon and Israeli consent 
to it was rally a for ma lity, be 
said. 

Dr. Shaath said Mr. Arafat 
would appoint the remaining 
nine members within a week. 

Asked why the PLO de¬ 
cided to send an incomplete 
fist, be said: “It’s because 
there was a need by the 
Israelis to be assured on our 
seriousness in starting to con¬ 
duct the authority’s bnsi- 


The PLO has spent much 
longer than expected making 
the nominations, which the 
Israelis had originally hoped 
to receive about the same 
time as the signing ceremony 
on May 4. '. 

Other members induding 
Dr. Shaath himself, Zakaria 
Al Agha and Freih Abu Me¬ 
dian from Gaza, Riyadh Zaa- 
noun, Bethlehem Mayor 
Elias Freij and deportee 
Abdul Aziz Al Haj Ahmad. 

Dr. Shaath said he ex¬ 
pected tire Palestinian au¬ 
thority would be in place in 
Gaza and Jericho by next 
Tuesday but it is too earty to 
say which members would 
have which responsibilities. 

He said he himself had 
been reluctant to take part 
bnt did not feel he could 
refuse at this stage in the 
process. 

Dt. Shaath also said that 
the signing of agreement in 
Cairo has triggered a “faster 
pace of fund giving” by West¬ 
ern nations. 

He disclosed new dona¬ 
tions induding 14 million 
francs [S2 j 45 million) from 
France for a police cmn- 
, nnsucatfoas system, $2 Bul¬ 
lion from Sooth Korea for 
computers and other equip¬ 
ment and 58 military vehicles 
from Greece. 

He said that 176 jeeps and 
trucks donated by the United 
States for the police from 
their European stock would 
arrive in Egypt next Sunday. 
The police have been tem¬ 
pered by a shortage of vehi¬ 
cles. 


Militants gun down 3 
policemen in Assiut 


ASSIUT (R) — Gunmen 
thought to be Muslim militants “ 
killed three policemen in the 
south Egyptian province of 
Assiut on Friday, security 
sources said. 

It was toe deadliest militant 
operation since pofioe in Cairo 
Vast month shot dead the man 
described as the bead of the 
militaiy wing of the Gama’a Al 
Islmniya (Islamic Group), the 
main organisation fighting the 
government. 

In a first attack, the gunmen 
opened fire at plainclothes 
policeman Abdul Muhsen Atifi 
Nasr, 40, as he stepped out of a 
minibus in his village, the 
sources said. 

The gunmen stole his revol¬ 
ver and fled. The policeman 
died later in the operating 
theatre in the hospital in near¬ 
by Abu Tig, on the Nile 345 
kilometres south of Cairo, they 
stud. 

Two hours later gunmen, 
probably the same group, 
attacked a police post in toe 
village of Al Iqal, across toe 
Nile from Abu Tig, trilling two 
policemen and wounding a 
third, tte sources said. 

They stole two Kalashnikov 
assault rifles from the dead 
policemen and fled, they 
added. 

Police said they suspected 
members of toe Gama’a. 

Southern Egypt, the main 
theatre for Gama’a operations, 
had been relatively quiet since 
police killed militant leader 
Talaat Yassin Hammam in a 
Cairo flat on April 25. 

The policemen were toe first 
killed in Egypt since April 27. 
Earlier this year Gama’a mem¬ 


bers were shooting dead an 
average of about 10 policemen 
a month. 

Gunmen wounded two 
policemen in the southern pro¬ 
vince of Sohag on May 4 and 
attacked a police station in 
Assiut province on May9 
wounding two passeis-by. 

Security sources say that in 
raids based on information col¬ 
lected from Ham mam's flat, 
the Egyptian authorities have 
arrested at least 20 people link¬ 
ed with the militant leader. 

Interior Minister Hassan Al 
Alfi is expected to announce 
details of the latest arrests on 
Saturday. 


He had originally promised 
to make the announcement on 
Thursday but the security 
sources said he postponed it to 
give the police time to follow 
up new information. 

The Gama’a says its aim is to 
overthrow the government and 
set up a strict Islamic state. 

Its main activities have been 
attacking policemen, bombing 
banks and trying to wreck 
Egypt's lucrative tourist indis- 
try by shooting at buses, trains 
and Nile cruisers. 

Government ministers have 
repeatedly said they have the 
movement under control but 
toe Gama’a has just as often 
risen from the ashes to fight 
back. 

At the time of Ham main’s 
death, the Interior Ministry 
said it had seized the fax 
machine used to send out 
Gama’a statements. But state¬ 
ments in the same format ar« 
rived from another machine 
two days later. 


Bosnians fight 

as they watch 
new peace bid 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnia’s 
ip low-level 


factions kept up low-level snip¬ 
ing and shelling as a new inter¬ 
national peace bid got under 
way on Friday amid an indica¬ 
tion toe Serbs were digging in 
their heels on yielding much 
land. 

Foreign ministers of West¬ 
ern powers and Russia opened 
a day of talks in Geneva in an 
attempt to breathe new life 
into toe flagging peace process. 

But the signs for earty prog¬ 
ress were not hopeful. Bosnian 
Serbs and theft Muslim and 
Croat foes in the former 
Yugoslav republic seemed in 
no mood to conciliate over the 
crucial issue of who gets how 
much land in a Bosnia at 


peace. 

Muslims and Croats agreed 
that their new federation, born 
in a deal brokered by the Un¬ 
ited States, should encompass 
58 per cent of Bosnia although 
they now control only 30 per 
cent white toe Serbs have won 
70 per cent in 25 months of 
war. 

“I cannot see where the 
Muslims and Croats got the 
idea that they are entitled to so 
much territory,” Bosnian Serb 
Parliament Speaker Momcilo 
Krajisnik said. “They simply 
cannot lay claim to it — they 
are neither military nor moral 
victors.” 

“Whatever is over 50 per 
cent of the territory — regard¬ 
less of quality — is out of the 
question,” the Yugoslav news 
agency Tanjug quoted him as 
saying late on Thursday. 

The Serbs had at one point 
agreed to roll back to 49 per 
cent but tore up tins concession 
when talks with their foes 
broke down in February. 


Both sides in Bosnia re¬ 
ported small-scale shooting 
and shelling on Friday in va¬ 
rious spots along the battle 
lines but no major attacks. 

A Malaysian U.N. military 
pbserver was killed and 
another Egyptian observer 

wounded on Thursday when 
they came under fire on near 
Sarajevo, the U.N. said. 

Ministers meeting at toe 
U.S. mission in Geneva to try 
to forge a common Bosnia 
policy were expected to call for 
a ceasefire and new negotia¬ 
tions between the Bosnian 
Serbs, Muslims and Croats. 

The meeting grouped minis¬ 
ters from the United States, 
Russia and five European Un¬ 
ion countries — Britain, 
France, Germany, Greece and 
Belgium. 

The session was due to hear 
a report from a five-nation 
“contact grorai” of senior offi¬ 
cials on its efforts to persuade 
the Bosnian factions to resume 
peace talks that broke down in 
February over conflicting ter¬ 
ritorial claims. 

Outside powers have been 
divided over the best tactics to 
adopt. France this week 
threatened to withdraw its 
6,000-strong U.N. peacekeep¬ 
ing contingent in former 
Yugoslavia if no serious effort 
was made to resolve the con¬ 
flict. 

France has called for a ax- 
month ceasefire and an inde¬ 
pendent Bosnia in which Mus¬ 
lims, Serbs and Croats would 
be joined loosely in a confeder¬ 
al state. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghab has called for a 
general ceasefire of fixed dura¬ 
tion. 


Ben Sulayem wins Jordan Rally 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Mo hammad Ben Sulayem of the United 
Arab Emirates Friday won toe 1994 Jordan International 
Rally. Sulayem, who won toe tide for the fifth time, was put 
on toe course of his 29th win of his career when his compatriot 
Sheikh Ben Khalifah Al Maktoam, who led the rally through¬ 
out toe first leg, had a mechanical failure early Friday. 
Khalifah Al Motarwi of the United Arab Emirates took tire 
second place, followed by Saudi Arabia’s Abdullah 
Ba kh a sh ab. Jordan’s Bashar Bustami ami co-driver Malek 
Hariri finished fourth (see page 9). 


Sharif appeals for end to Bosnia embargo 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Chairman of a conference of the 
International Parliament Against Genocide in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina held recently in Brussels, Kamel Al Sharif, on 
Friday called on U.S. President Bill Clinton and leader of the 
Republican bloc in toe U.S. Congress Bob Dohl to lift the 
embargo on arms to Bosnia-Herzegovina to help the country 
defend itself. In cables to President Clinton and Mr. Dohl on 
the occasion of the debate currently taking place by the U.S. 
congress of lifting the arms ban on Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Dr. Sharif said the U.S. Congress’ “position is a step on the 
right track and will help improve the reputation of the U.S. 
and lay down the foundation of a balanced policy capable of 
serving international peace and peaceful coexistence among 
followers of toe monotheistic faiths and beliefs, Dr. Sharif said. 
The American congress’ step will prevent a religious war in the 
world, avoiding the world a global catastrophe. Mr. Sharif 
said, voicing hope that toe U.S. president will pass a bill lifting 
toe ban on arms to Bosnia and Herzegovina. He stressed that 
the United States shoulders a special responsibility for leading 
the world towards toe shore of peace. 


Singapore premier visits Petra 


MAAN (Petra) — Singapore Prime Minister Lee Kwan Yew 
and an accompanying delegation on Friday visited the ancient 
city of Petra. Mr. Yew arrived in Amman Thursday from the 
occupied territories heading a large delegation on a four-day 
official visit to Jordan. Mr. Yew will hold talks with Jordanian 
officials on bilateral relations. 


Syrian delegation arrives today 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Syrian delegation headed by Minister 
of Economy and External Trade Mohammad Al Imadi arrives 
here Saturday to take part in a meeting of the Joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Ministerial Committee meetings. The com¬ 
mittee will discuss economic issues of mutual concern for 
Jordan and Syria, The Syrian delegation includes Minister of 
Industry Ahmad Njzamuddin, Central Bank Governor 
Mohammad Al Sharif and otter senior officials. 


Bashir blasts rebel leader ahead of peace negotiations 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Sudanese 
President Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir on Friday blamed rebel 
leader John Garang and “fore¬ 
ign intervention” for the coun¬ 
try’s lingering civil war, and 
said Colonel Garang never 
kept promises made during 
peace talks. 

Addressing reporters here 
ahead of a new round of talks 
to open Monday in the Kenyan 
capital. General Bashir said: 
“The problem here is Garang 
personally.” 


they do not recognise the 
agreements which we reacted 
in each session of negotia¬ 
tions,” said Gen. Bashir, the 
leader of Sudan's military gov¬ 
ernment which is fighting 
mainly Christian and animisr 
southern rebels. 


Hi said it was easier to 
negotiate with Riek Master, 
Col, Gurung’s former deputy 
in the rebel Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) who 
broke away in 1991 to form an 
SPLA splinter group called 
SPLA United. 

With the Riek’s faction, 
Gen. Bashir said agreements 
remained valid, whereas Col. 
Garang’s group went back on 
its commitments. 

“With Garang’s group ... 


“In negotiations with other 
groups, we find that we negoti¬ 
ate on ail issues on the agenda 
and everything that we a^ree 
on continues to be valid,” 
Gen. Bashir said. 

Mr. Riek’s split from 
Ganag triggered an internal 
war between toe two southern 
factions, divided along tribal 
lines. 

Mr. Riek has repeatedly de¬ 
nied Col. Garang’s accusation 
that he grants government sol¬ 
diers safe passage through his 
territory to attack Col. 
Garang’s troops. 

Gen. Bashir, in Nairobi for 
the African Development 
Bank's 30th anniversary 
celebrations, will not take part 


in the forthcoming peace talks, 
at which the government will 
be represented by Parliament 
Speaker Mohammad Al Amin 
Khalifa. 

Mr. Riek and Col. Garang 
will send a joint delegation, 
and both were expected to 
attend the opening session 
Monday, according to rebel 
sources. 


Khartoum launched a mas¬ 
sive offensive against toe south 
at the beginning of the year, 
sending warplanes and tens of 
thousands of soldiers against 
toe rag-tag rebel guerrillas. 

Khartoum apparently con¬ 
ceived the offensive as a final 
push to crush the southern 
rebellion draining its already 
overstretched coffers, diplo¬ 
mats said. 


But the government forces 
seem to have got bogged down 
and have failed to drive the 
rebels out of the south or cut 
their supply lines from Ugan¬ 
da. 


Gen. Bashir also blamed the 
rebels for a failure to agree on 
opening safe corridors for re¬ 
lief supplies to millions of 
southerners hit by famine, 
stemming mainly from the dis^ 
placement of huge populations 
by the decades-old conflict be¬ 
tween north and south. 

Gen. Bashir said one of 
main obstacles to peace was 
“foreign intervention,” by un¬ 
named countries bankrolling 
the rebles. “The leaders of the 
rebel movements do not con¬ 
trol their decisions,” he said. 

He added that a dispute with 
Eritrea, which last year ac¬ 
cused Sudan of sponsoring 
Islamic fundamentalist groups 
that launched cross-border 
raids into Eritrea, had been 
resolved. 

He blamed an Eritrean fac¬ 
tion opposed to the country’s 
government for the attacks and 
said Sudan ted curtailed its 
^tivxties following talks with 
“wean representatives who 
recently visited Khartoum 



Clintons attend . 
Streisand concert 
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WASHINGTON (R) — Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton and his wife 
Hillary attended a conceit by 
singer Barbra Streisand and 
the entertainer mixed in a little 
politics throughout her per¬ 
formance of old favounte& 

“How many of you are Demo¬ 
crats?” she asked to lukewarm 
applause by the soid-out crowd 
at the Usair Arena in nearby 
Landover, Md., which in- 
eluded members of the presi¬ 
dent’s cabinet and Congress. 

“And how many of you are 
Republicans?” she followed, 
this time to thunderous dap- - • - 
ping, “Well, I distinctly 
wanted this to be a non- 
partisan night,” she joked. . 
Streisand, a noted friend of the ^ 
Clintons who also performed 
at the president’s inaugural 'L- 
concert, captured the audience ; ^ 
as she sang hits that stretched, 
from her very first album ini ;: - 
1962 to her most recent one. 

Streisand, with the help, of T 

eight teleprompters scrolling r 

the lyrics, crooned through old ft 

hits like Happy Days Are Here ; > 
Again, complete with a video a!* 1 /”' 

screen that flashed pictures of &~ 
Clinton, south African Pres- 
dent Nelson Mandela and Rns- x* 
sian President Boris Yeltsin. , _ 
The Clintons applauded JSlsiyF 

throughout the two-hour show, [fit 

and the first couple were vis- ^ - 
ibly moved when Streisand k 
sang one of their personal 
favourites. Evergreen. That 
song title is also Hillary Chn- ■ 
ton’s Secret Service code 
name. Streisand paused early ~ 

in toe show to attack the media 
for her relationship with the 'Vi-y 

president, who has often teen . 

criticised for his cosy rela- 3£ *- : - 

tionship with Hollywood. ::s:^ ’ 
Streisand used the time when. ;fe-: - A 
she spent a night at the White 
House as an example of media i’rc: 
overkill. “I was a hide afraid of 
toe big deal the press made ^ 

when I was a guess of toe v \vi j 

president’s,” she said. “I’ve ~:i- ra* 

been criticised by toe press for 
30 years and gues what?” Fm :rri 
still here,” she aded to loud* 
applause. r.'»t 


Cannes Film 
Festival begins 




CANNES, France (R) — Hol¬ 
lywood’s enfants terribles, the 
Coen Brothers, opened the 
Cannes Film Festival with a 
vicious satire on American 
capitalism — but denied they 
were after another top Golden 
Palm Award. The Hudsucker 
Proxy by Joel and Ethan Coen 
and starring Paul Newman, 
Tim Robbins and Jennifer 
Jason Leigh drew applause 
from critics. Set m the 1950s, it, 
is a comic fantasy on the 
.American dream, when a ty¬ 
coon throws himself from a 
Manhattan skyscraper, the 
company board picks a green 
country bumpkin in the hope 
he will drive share prices down 
so they can buy it back. But he 
invents the hula hoop and be¬ 
comes a folk hero. For toe 
'Coen brothers, opening the 
festival was a welcome honour. 
Their last film Barton Fink, on 
the agonies of a Hollywood 
scriptwriter, was relegated to a 
midnigrht showing in 1991. But 
it won an unprecedented three 
awards inducting the Golden.. 
Palm — much to the any.r 
French critics who demanded a 
rules change.. True to the 
Coens’ subversive streak, their 
latest Cannes offering is a free¬ 
wheeling fable inspired by the 
works of Hollywood legends 
Frank Capra and Howard 
Hawkes. Their witty, biting 
satire has Newman as an evu 
agar-chomping magnate who 
seeks to manipulate the coun¬ 
ty yokel played by Tim Rob¬ 
bins, of Bob Roberts and Short 
Cuts fame. 
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Judge blocks 
auction of Marilyn 
Monroe documents 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
judge Thursday blocked an au- 
Jtoon of documents that be¬ 
longed to Marilyn Monroe, in¬ 
cluding a fetter from Robert 
Kennedy s sister that appeared 
to support rumours of a dose 
relationship between Kennedy 
and the fate movie star. A Los 
Superior Court judge 
lss oed a temporary re s t r a in i n g 

order after Monroe’s estate 
held suit, seeking tp prevent 
foe auction of more than 60 
items that belonged to the ac- 
toss, said Irving Seidman, a 
ft* Monroe’s estate, 
items that would have 
j*«n sold Saturday at the 4 
2327 Wtay in Hollywood 
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